




















TO GAS COMPANIES. 
FIRE CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. 
The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 
to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many 
have stood three and four years. 

Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- 
ways on hand. The Fire Clay is the very best in the 
North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons 
weathering. 

Orders promptly executed. 

Apply, G. H. Ramsay, of Derwenthaugb Fire-Brick 
Works, near NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNBE. 

Aug. 22, 1856. 


TORQUAY NEW GAS-WORKS. 
TO BUILDERS, CONTRACTORS, AND OTHERS: 


HE Directors hereby give Notice 

that they are ready to receive Tenders for the 
ERECTION of their NEW WORKS at Paignton, near 
this town. 

The Plans and Specifications for the Gasholder, Tanks, 
Retort-House, Coal-Store, and other Buildings, may be 
seen on application to Mr, JAMES GREENFIBLD, at the 
office of the Company, in Torquay, on and after 
Monday, the 30th inst., and Tenders are to be delivered 
to him on or before Thursday, the 17th day of May next. 

The Plans and Specifications for the Gasholder, 
Purifiers, and other Apparatus, Valves, &c., may be 
seen on Ses go pe at the above office, on and after the 
ld4th day of May next, and Tenders are to be delivered 
on or before the 28th day of May next. 

Torquay, April 23rd, 1860. 








County CHAMBERS, 
CoRNHILL, Lonpon, E.C. 


WE: R. P. SPICE, of Richmond, 


respectfully announces that, for greater con- 
venience, he has removed the business of his Office to 
the above address. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates, prepared for 
the Erection or Improvement of Gas-Works. 
Agent for the Purchase, Sale, or Leasing of Pro- 
vincial Gas-Works, 
The Green, Richmond, S.W., Jan. 2, 1860. 


F° Sale, a Gasholder, 25 feet by 12 





eet. 
Also a triangular TIMBER FRAME to the said 
Gasholder. 
Apply to the SzcretTary of the Gas Company, 
Horsham, Sussex. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


T° be Sold, Cheap, two Cast-Iron Dry 
® LIME PURIFIERS, 8 feet by 4 feet, with 
Division-Plates and four Covers; two 6-inch four-wa’ 
COCKS; also a Vertical Cast-Iron CONDENSOR, with 
14 6-inch Pipes, 13 feet long, and a Bottom Box, 14 
feet long. ‘The whole are in good working condition. 

For price and particulars apply to W. H. CHAMBERS, 
Gas-Works, Lowrstort. 


. 
ANTED, for the Country, a good, 
_ steady GAS-FITTER and SERVICE-LAYER. 
Applications, to be made by letter only, stating age, 
where last employed, and wages expected, to be 
addressed to R, C. W., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
Lonpon, E.C, 








TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


FoR Sale, several lengths of Hydraulic 
MAIN, 14 inches diameter and 6 feet 9 inches 
long, with 7 holes for DIP-PIPES. 

Also 4-inch ASCENSION-PIPES, and 3-inch ARCH 
and DIP-PIPES, and RETORT MOUTHPIECES, all 
in excellent condition, and will be sold at a very low 
price, and delivered, if required, at any Railway Station 
in London. 

To be seen, on application to the ENGINEER, at the 
= aang Gas Company’s Works, Lupus Street, 

Ico. 


THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zz MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “* Gas 
Retorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLay.”’ 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Vire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYN¥E. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
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Joun RUSSELL AND CO.,, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 





Just published, 8vo. pp. 40, one shilling, 
THE SALE OF GAS; 
GAS TO STREET-LAMPS; 
THE RIGHT TO LAY MAINS; 
AND SOME OTHER 


“VEXED QUESTIONS.” 
BY 
J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 


Lonpon: JoHN W. PARKER and Son, West Strand, 
and all Booksellers. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND GAS CONTRACTORS, 
CHEAP AND EXPEDITIOUS MODE 
F 


ts) 
MAKING GAS, 
PATENTED BY 


R. GEORGE WALCOTT, 


24, ABCHURCH LANE, LONDON, 
ADVANTAGES. 

The whole of the Furnace Fire is employed; 
whereas, by the common method, half is lost by the 
reverse sides of flues and arches. The construction of 
the Retorts for generating Gas is extremely simple, 
cheap, and lasting. An arrangement whereby the 
Carbon encrusting the inside of Retorts is easily 
removed. 

Arrangements may be made for working this patent 








in Scotland and Ireland; also, for taking out the 
patent in France, &c. 


Subscription { 15s. in Advance Price 8d. 
per Ann. (18s Credit. Unstamped. 





| BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WiiuaM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: 
JAMES LAWRIE & Cv., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 








‘TO GAS-FITTERS—CONSTANT EMPLOY. 


was TED, immediately, two steady, 
experienced GAS-FITTERS—if accustomed 
to the erection of small Gas-Works would be preferred. 

Apply to Mr. WALKER, Victoria Foundry, York, 
sending Testimonials, Xe. 





TO GAS-METER MAKERS. 


WANTED by the Cheltenham Gas 
COMPANY, one or two METER-MAKERS. 
To experienced and steady men liberal encouragement 
will be given. Application, accompanied by Testi- 
monials of character and qualifications, to be made to 
WILLIAM Esson, Engineer. 

Gas-Works, Cheltenham, April 17, 1860. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him. They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER’ 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 





FIRE BRICKS. 
HE MACHEN COLLIERY 


COMPANY, NEWPORT (MON.). 

Shippers of Fire-Goods of First-class quality manu- 
factured from a remarkably pure seam of Fire-Clay. 

Railway Communication by Broad or Narrow Gauge 
with all parts of the Kingdom, and by Seaboard, 
Coastwise, and Foreign. 

LoNDON AGENT: 
Mr. JOHN ROBATHAM, 
CLINK STREET, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, 
where a stock of the above is always kept. 








ElcHTon MOOR GAS COALS.— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MatTHEW 
NEsBIT, EIGHTON MOOR OFFIcE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W.and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 





port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 

















55 and 56, HIGH HOLBO 


LORD REDESDALE’S ACT. 


GAS-METERS. 


‘D HULETT & CO. 


Have always made their Meters with the Low Spouts; consequently no alteration is 


required. 





RN, LONDON. 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 
THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


THOMAS GLOVER, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, anp 
ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. 

Established 1844. 











LORD KEDESDALE’'S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 
LONDON, August 15, 1859. 


Tuomas Grover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 


Redesdale’s ‘‘ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- 


Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 
Tuomas Gtover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. The propriety of his doing so is satis- 


||factorily proved by his success ; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd | 
'|exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this || 


Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas-) 
Meters ; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from || 
either the Company or the Consumer. } 
Tuomas Guover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas-Meters | 
constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. | 
Tuomas Guiover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby enabled | 
promptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 
nis Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com- 
panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 











ARE PREPARED TO SUPPLY GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS WITH 


DUPLICATES of Mr. KINGS CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 
Similar to that Manufactured by them, and verified by 
The ASTRONOMER ROYAL, and Professor MILLER, of Cambridge, 


ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT, k 
Which was deposited by C. and Co. in the Office of the | 





| 
| 
| 
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COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the EXCHEQUER before Nov. 13, in compliance with the | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
i} 


“ACT FOR REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF GAS.” | 


THEY ALSO SUPPLY 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. Ke 
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TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1860. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Tue last fortnight has furnished some curious lessons to those 
who may be able to read the signs of the times; and certainly 
some of the events which have occurred within that little 
space, have been of a nature to arrest the attention of even the 
most frivolous and superficial observers. We have witnessed 
the discovery of the Union Bank frauds; we have heard the 
sad tale of the too probable suicide of Baron von Bruck, on 
account of his suspected participation in the great Eynatten 
peculations from the Austrian Commissariat; and we see that 
the Dock-yard authorities of England are gravely accusing the 
private ship-builders of one of the most heartless and disgrace- 
ful acts of robbery upon record. Surely these various sub- 
jects merit more than a cursory record; and there are some 








observations to be made upon them which bear directly upop 
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ont. 
| the interests of all who are connected with private industry, or) | 
| who pay taxes. \ 
For, in the case of the Union Bank frauds, it really would || 
seem as though both the shareholders and directors of that| 
establishment had put themselves voluntarily in the position to | 
be robbed. Of course, this want of thoughtfulness on the 
part of the masters can be no justification for the positive sins | 
of the servants; but it really seems that the various parties | 
| connected with this bank have themselves principally to blame | 
' when they discover that the clerk, to whom they gave the |; 
very moderate salary of £600 a year, whilst they intrusted him | 
with the uncontrolled disposal of millions, has cheated them. | 
As men of the world, as men of business, the directors of this | 
Bank ought to have known the nature of the tempta- 
tion their clerk was exposed to; and they ought to have taken 
the necessary steps to keep him honest. The shareholders, 
also, ought to have made the remuneration of the directors 
sufficient to make it worth their while to exercise a bond-fide, 
hourly, control over the operations of the concern. Neither 
of these simple precautions seems to have been adopted at the 
Union Bank; and the silly blunder of trusting to underpaid 
service was committed. The consequence has been now, as it 
will be at all times, that the list of great criminals will be in- 
creased, and the name of Pullinger will be added to those of 
Astlett, Beaumont Smith, Watts, Robson, and Redpath. 

The story of the Austrian frauds is one which, from its ex- 
treme gravity, assumes almost the importance of a lesson to 
humanity itself—so grand was the scale on which they were | 
committed ; so fatal the system which allowed of their exis- 
tence; and so singularly chequered with good and evil the ot 
sults they tended to produce. For, beyond question, the re- 
sult of the late war in Lombardy was mainly attributable to 

the deficiencies in the Austrian Commissariat, and the freedom 
of a large portion of Northern and Central Italy has been 
' secured, for a time at least, by the culpable conduct of the| 

| 











trusted ministers of the hereditary oppressor of those fair re- 
gions. In this respect, humanity has been the gainer by the) 
very faults of its enemies ; but it is to be feared that the les- 
son which the representatives of despotic or even of demo- 
cratic power might learn from this tale will be laid before 
them in vain; and that instead of learning that practically ir- 
responsible power must necessarily corrupt its holders, either 
in primary or secondary positions, the despots will “lay the 
flattering unction to their souls” that the fault lied rather with | 
| the men, than with the system, which furnished alike the| 
temptation, and the means of yielding to it. In Austria, how- | 
ever, it seems that the national resources and the national 
honour have been thus at the mercy of a few swindlers in 
high places ; and other nations pharisaically pride themselves | 
on not being as their neighbours are. Alas! the misdeeds of 
the respectable courts have only not been found out; and if 
| the truth were known, even as to our own Crimean disasters, 
it is more than questionable whether some of our most es- 
'teemed administrators and statesmen would not be classed in 
nearly the same category with Messrs. von Bruck and 
Eynatten. At any rate, the gross indelicacy of some of the 


members of our Legislature, shows that were the opportunity 
at hand, England might rival its old ally in official corrup- 
tion; and, as the pecuniary transactions of some others of the 
Continental Governments are by no means free from suspicion 
of collusion between rulers and contractors, it is to be feared 
that there is a permanent source of danger to all strong Go- 
vernments from the corruption of their agents. 





tions should learn as much as possible to govern themselves, 
and should limit the action of the central authority in every 
possible manner. 

With respect to the tale of the frauds committed by the 
private Shipbuilders in the construction of the contract Gun- 
boats, it may be observed, firstly, that the accusation so evi- 
dently comes from parties connected with the notoriously 
inefficient, and dishonest, Dock-yard authorities, that it ought 
on that account alone to be received with distrust. Secondly, 
as almost every Contractor employed has in turn denied that he 
has had any share in the so-called frauds, there is at present 
before the public, who have paid for the ships, simply the 
affirmations and the contradictions of the parties connected | 
with the two systems which have been brought into compari-_ 
son in the matter. Thirdly, it seems to us, from all the ex-|, 
perience we have had of Pariiamentary Committees, or of 
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recent ministerial arrangements, and of the conduct of some | 


The inference | 
we would draw from these considerations is, in fact, that na- | 
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Royal Commissions, that there is little, or no, probability of 
there being made a full or honest inquiry into the subject, 
however important its bearings may be on the future interests 
of the Navy. We ourselves have lately devoted a great deal 
of attention to the study of the conditions of decay of woods ; 
and we say at once that the stories told with respect to the 
state of tue Gunboats, at Haslar and at Chatham, carry their 
refutation with them ; and that especially the attempt to make 
the contractors responsible for the destruction produced by 
the worm (we suppose this means the ¢eredo navalis) proves 
that the writer of the accusations knew very little about the 
subject. But, even if the whole story were true, if the Gunboats 
really were rotten, the only inference to be drawn from the sad 
story would be, that our Admiralty had formerly neglected its 
duty ; and that now it does not exercise its legitimate rights. 
If a certain number of Gunboats of a particular size, power, 
and build were required, it was the duty of the Admiralty of 
the day to have seen that proper plans and specifications were 
prepared for them; and that the works were executed in 
strict conformity with the specification and drawings. It is 
idle to say, now, that the quality of the materials supplied was 
not equal to that contracted for; because it was the duty of 
the Admiralty Surveyors to see that none but the best materials 
were used. There must either have been culpable neglect on 
the part of the Amiralty, in not having a proper superinten- 
dence during the execution of the work ; or there must have 
been some collusion between the superintendents and the con- 
tractors, if the tales told be true, which we repeat we more 
than doubt. At any rate, as the Gunboats were built about 
1854 or 1855, the statute of limitations would not bar any legal 
proceedings with respect to them; and if the Admiralty do 
not bring the delinquent contractors to justice, it alone will be 
held responsible for any ill consequences which may ensue 
from the defects of the Gunboats. 


As Gas and Water Companies are frequently obliged to 
construct wharves, or landing-places, it may be worth while 
here to call the attention of the Engineers charged with the 
execution of those works to the necessity for exercising a ri- 
gorous supervision over the execution of creosoting, when that 
process is adopted with a view to the preservation of timber 
from the attacks of the teredo navalis. The practical value of 
creosoting depends, in fact, entirely upon the care and skill 
with which the process is carried into effect; and we have 
seen piles, said to have been creosoted, but really only dipped 
in that material so as merely to discolour the outer layers of 
the wood, which have been regularly honeycombed by the 
worm. Again, we would observe that, from the fact of our 
having lately noticed a log of Greenheart wood riddled in one 
portion of its length by an insect similar to the lymexylon, we 
are disposed to think that that timber does not enjoy the im- 
munity it is said to do from the attacks of the teredo; and 
we, therefore, would recommend our readers to hesitate before 
they use it in positions where those destructive creatures 
abound. 

Before quitting this curious subject of the influence of the 
insect world on industrial operations, it may be as well to add 
that in some parts of the western counties of England great 
mischief has been effected this spring by the destruction of the 
grass by the larve of the cockchafer. It is not impossible that 
such insignificant enemies may have an important influence 
upon the public health, and it becomes a subject of curious 
speculation to trace the various modes in which the action and 
reaction of the various forms of life upon the globe display 
themselves. 

To descend to practical matters, nowever, there seems to be 
“‘a very pretty quarrel as it stands,” going on amongst the 
Chemists, with respect to the choice of a deodorizer for the 
London Sewerage; and we now have the authorities of Drs. 
Hofmann and Frankland arrayed on one side, and those of Drs. 
Letheby and Odling on the other, with respect to the value of 
the Perchloride of Iron as a disinfectant. Who shall decide 
when Doctors disagree? Plain men can only, under such cir- 
cumstances, withhold their decision until some practical trial 
has been made of the various ingredients proposed ; but the 
position of the Metropolitan Board between “ the authorities” 
must be anything but pleasant. It seems to us that the com- 
mon sense of their position would be to call upon Drs. Hof- 
mann and Frankland to reply to the attacks made upon their 
recommendation ; and, in the meantime to refrain from com- 
mitting themselves too decidedly to eny course of action. As 
Dr. Odling very properly says, there is little occasion for 
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| 
hurry this year; and he is equally right in saying that, repul- | 
sive as the Thames was in the course of last summer, there has || 
been great exaggeration in the public mind with respect to the! 
influence of bad smells upon health. After all, the great 
duty of the Metropolitan Board is to urge on, with all due 
rapidity, the execution of the great intercepting sewers. The || 
money expended in deodorizing the Thames water may 
almost literally be said to be thrown into the sea. Poor rate- | 
payers ! } | 
Really something ought to be done towards the formation of 
some new artery of communication between the West-end and | 
the centre of London. Within the last fortnight, Fleet Street | 
has been blocked up for the purpose of repavement, and all the || 
traffic of that singularly active line has been turned into Hol- | 
born. The confusion thus produced has been, at times, beyond | 
description, and the loss of time and money to the public must | 
have been very serious. Sir J. Paxton seems to have taken | 
advantage of the state of excitement prevailing in the minds of| 
the inhabitants of the West-end on this subject, to bring for- 
ward again his scheme for a terraced embankment on the 
shores of the Thames; and could some such work be effected, 
it would no doubt greatly relieve the existing lines of thorough- 
fare. But the expense of this scheme must always render its 
execution difficult, if not impossible, in any country ruled by 
representative institutions; and therefore it, is that it is the 
more to be regretted that the plan of forming a new street be- 
tween Fleet Street and Holborn (which has already received a 
commencement of execution) should not be urged forward. 
Every day that passes makes the execution of this communi- | 
cation more necessary ; but, at the same time, it must make it} 
more expensive, on account of the increased value of town pro- || 
perty produced by the continual increase of the Metropolis. | 
What very funny things our Judges seem to be doing! and’, 
how urgent does it seem to be for the public to adopt some) 
vigorous measures for impressing upon the present Govern- | 
ment, especially, the necessity for observing greater care in its | 
selections of the members of the Bench! The recent) 
exhibition of the gross incapacity of the Lord Chancellor | 
in his capacity of Law Reformer, and the very questiona- || 
ble proceeding he resorted to of reading Sir A. Cockburn’s | 
letter in the House of Lords, had certainly tended to | 
lower the Bench in public estimation; but the still more) 
recent scandal with respect to one of the Judges is of so | 
serious a nature, that the Ministers of the day will commit a), 
grave dereliction of duty if they allow it to be circulated with- | 
out inquiry or contradiction. We have, ere now, no doubt had || 
upon the Judicial Bench men of bad political and personal cha- | 
racter; but never before have we heard of a Judge threaten- || 
ing a man, with whom he had entered into an unseemly per-|, 
sonal altercation, with the effects of his personal rancour in|/| 
case he were brought before him. A man who could so far || 
forget himself as to utter such a threat in public, is not fit to|| 
be a Judge, however able a lawyer he may be ; and if the tale 1 
| 
| 
| 











| 
1} 


be not true, it behoves all parties interested in the maintenance | 
of respect for the laws, to contradict it authoritatively and || 
officially, after public inquiry. | 

The Bishop of London has lately revived a question which, | 
perhaps, might be made to produce some favourable results | 
upon the public health of London; we mean, the demolition of | 
some of the City churches for certain ecclesiastical purposes, 
with which we, of course, have little to do. It would, how- 
ever, be possible to combine this movement with the one for 
providing play places for the children of the poor in the heart 
of the City ; and, at any rate, for providing open spaces where 
the air, necessary for the support of our dense population, 
might have a chance of renewal. Air and light are indeed the 
things wanting in our overgrown Metropolis; and, surely, it 
cannot be a desecration of consecrated ground, no longer used 
for purposes of public worship, to make it contribute to the 
comfort of the living. Dr. Letheby very properly alluded, in 
one of his last reports, to the necessity for providing places of 
recreation and exercise for the poor children, who are now 
compelled to play in the streets, to their own danger, and the 
annoyance of the passengers. Who will assist Dr. Letheby in 
his benevolent efforts for securing so desirable an object ? 

We observe that in some country meetings upon the sub- 
ject of National Education a theory has been propounded, 
which, for the sake of all rate and tax-payers, it is desirable to 
notice ; because the prevalence of the opinions on which it is 
founded has had some influence upon the Legislation of late 
years. It seems that, in consequence of the other calls upon 
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the national funds, the grants of the Education Board to local 
schools have recently diminished ; and the persons interested 
in the said schools have appealed for a revision of this de- 
cision, on the ground that, as it made no difference whether 
'|the money were raised by imperial taxation, or by local rates, 
there could be no reason for the diminution of the grants. 
Really the innocence of this style of argument is “quite re- 
\|freshing.” If it were actually the case, that imperial taxation 
| bore equally on all members of society, it is not true that the 
\| various schools throughout the country participate equally in 
||its distribution. But the vital error of the theory referred to 
|| consists in this—viz., that as much of our taxation is indirect, 
||it bears especially on classes, and there is not, therefore, the 
ordinary necessity for a rigid supervision of its disposal. If 
||all Government educational grants were withdrawn, it seems 
||to us that the cause of popular education would really be a 
||gainer by the change. At any rate, every locality would be 
| 








‘compelled to do its own share of the great duty of diffusing 
| knowledge, or it would justly suffer the evils which must follow 
| from its neglect. 

There have been some curious decisions in appeal cases, 
tried during the present term, to which attention ought to be 
called; the first in order being the case in which the Luton 
|| Board of Health was appellant, and Davis respondent. In this 
| case, a rate was made by the Board, and its legality contested 
|| before the Magistrates, who thereupon refused to issue a dis- 

tress warrant for its enforcement, instead of granting a case 
|| for appeal to the Quarter Session. The Local Board will now, 

no doubt, apply for a mandamus to compel the issue of the 
warrant; for the Court of Queen’s Bench ruled that the 

‘Magistrates did not constitute a Court of Appeal; and that, 

therefore, if the rate were, upon the face of it, good, they were 
bound to have issued the warrant at once. The second case 
referred to is the one between Sarrett (appellant) and Brad- 
shaw (respondent), and it related to the right of Local Com- 
| missioners, under the Local Government Act, to authorize in- 
| fringements of the Highway Act. In this case, Judges and 
Counsel were unable to make anything out of the modern 


! 


‘legislation on the subject, and it was found that the recent em- | 


pirical legislation had introduced such inextricable confusion 


in the matter, that all parties gave up in despair the attempt | 


to make common sense out of the various Acts. The third case is 

the one between Quick (appellant) and the Overseers of St. Ives, 
|,and the attention of provincial Gas Companies should especially 
||be directed to it. The Lighting Act of 3 and 4 Wm. IV., 
‘|c. 90, had originally been adopted at St. Ives; but the Town 
|| Council, availing themselves of the powers given by the Muni- 
| cipal Corporations Act, had superseded the Inspectors under 
'| the old Act. After a time, the Town Council refused to con- 
||tinue the lighting, and the Inspectors resumed their duties ; 
|| but Mr. Quick refused to pay the lighting rate levied by them, 
‘and the Court of Queen’s Bench has ruled that the Town 
|| Council, having once taken the lighting into their own hands, 
|| were alone authorized to levy rates for such a purpose. 
|| _ In matters connectedwith physical and Engineering science, 
there has not taken place any thing of very particular impor- 
'|tance within the last fortnight ; except perhaps the publication 
of the orbit of the 58th small planet between Mars and Jupi- 
ter; and the arrival at the Gault clay in the Lidsing Well, 
near Maidstone, at a depth of 586 feet from the surface. It 
is curious tha+ in the latter case the depth theoretically indi- 
cated for the occurrence of the Gault clay was about 180 feet 
lower than the one actually found to exist ; and therefore the 
|calculation usually received upon the subject of the water bear- 
| ing capacity of the chalk in this district must be slightly modified. 











| THE BILL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 


|| OF EQUITABLE COUNCILS OF CONCILIATION. 


(Ir appears that the workmen connected with the Building 
| Trades of London are again about to strike for the nine hours 
‘as the day’s work; and some of our contemporaries have 
| made use of this painful excitement as a reason for urging the 
|| Legislature to pass the ‘‘ innocent” measure for the establish- 

ment of Councils of Conciliation. This style of reasoning 
| seems to us to be essentially false ; and the measure itself also 
//Seems to us to be utterly useless for all practical good, whilst 
it establishes a precedent which may hereafter be fraught with 
'|danger. On both scores, therefore, do we consider it our duty 
|to record our protest against the course our Legislature seems 
| blindly to be adopting, and to request the real friends of the 


| people to weigh carefully the course they have entered upon. 


The Bill now before the House is simply one for the pur- 
pose of altering and amending three previous Acts upon the 
same subject, but it is drawn up with the absence of 
logic which has already made those measures inoperative. It 
proposes, in fact, simply to allow masters and workmen to refer 
disputes to arbitration—which they can do now, by mutual 
consent—but it does not render the decisions in any way le- 
gally binding on the respective parties. It assumes that there 
is a strict line of demarcation between masters and workmen, 
whereas every one who is acquainted with the organization of 
labour in our manufacturing districts knows full well that no 
such demarcation exists; but the most serious objection that 
we see to the matter lies in the principle which it introduces of 
allowing the people to choose their own judges—a most ultra 
democratic principle, and one of a nature ultimately to disturb 
all the relations of society. On practical working, or on 
constitutional, grounds alike, this measure appears to us to be 
very objectionable, even if it be not positively mischievous. 

Mr. Potter, of the Conference of the Operatives, it appears, 
has told the Committee upon the Bill under notice that, if 
some such Councils of Conciliation had existed, last year’s 
strike might have been avoided. We must say that this as- 
sertion seems to us marked by as little good faith as 
many of the other assertions of Mr. Potter; and we would 
simply ask whether it would be likely that either Masters or 
Workmen would consent to be bound by the decision of any 








sets of six masters and six workmen, on a disputed question 
as to the rate of wages to be paid throughout all the trades 
affected by any particular strike? In the case of the Building 
| Trades of London, for instance, the Councils of the Bricklayers, || 
| Carpenters, Joiners, Masons, Plumbers, Smiths, Founders, {] 
| Painters, Glaziers, and perhaps Gas-Fitters, would have to be | 
| consulted, if the nine hours’ movement were again revived ; | 
and we ask any reasonable man what chance there would be || 
of their coming to an agreement? But the system has been || 
tried in France already, and it is notorious that the Conseils des | 
Pruds’hommes have never prevented any serious quarrels be- 
' tween Masters and Men; nor are their decisions of any weight, | | 
unless by the consent of the parties receiving them. The fact|| 
is, that it is mere nonsense to talk of amicable tribunals when 
men’s passions and pecuniary interests are concerned ; and the 
| disputes those passions may give rise to can only be set to pe | 

| 

| 














by the operation of the compulsory laws of the land, or by the 
still more stringent ones of political economy. 

It is an unfortunate illustration of the motives, or of the) 
knowledge, of the advocates of the Bill for the establishment | 
of Equitable Councils of Conciliation, that Mr. B. Jerrold| 
should have thought fit to repeat everywhere the often-refuted | 
calumny with respect to the firm of Messrs. Brassey, Peto, 
and Betts. Reasonable men must think ill of a movement 
which is so palpably weak as to require the adventitious sup- 
port of an unprincipled piece of slander; for, as to the asser- | 
tion that the gentlemen in question extort from £4000 to) 
£5000 a year out of their workmen, it is notorious that 
precisely the reverse takes place. If Mr. Jerrold had inquired, 
where he ought to have done, into the truth of his accusation, 
he would have found that, so far are Messrs. Brassey and Co. 
from deriving any benefit from the Sick-fund they have es- 
tablished, that it entails upon them a very heavy annual out- 
lay. 


| 





Berore the “‘ Sale of Gas Act” has fairly emerged from the 
recesses of the Circumlocution Office,” another unlooked-for 
difficulty in carrying it into execution has arisen from the ob 

jections raised by the magistrates of some of the counties, and 
by the municipal authorities of some of the boroughs, on the 
score of the expenses its adoption will entail upon them. The 
question addressed in the House of Commons to the President 
of the Board of Trade by Mr. Byng, the member for Middle- 
sex, and the petition from the corporation of Beverley, pre- 
sented by Major Edwards, both of which are noticed under 
the head of Parliamentary Intelligence in another column, are 
evidence of this new source of complication ; and, unless some 
immediate steps are taken either by compelling the Justices to 
perform their functions and appoint Inspectors, or by the Act 
itself being amended or repealed, gas companies throughout 
the country will be subjected to serious inconvenience, and the 
supply of new customers will be impossible, unless they choose 
to incur the risk’of the penalties imposed for fixing unstamped 
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meters. In the county of Middlesex, the chief seat of the 
meter-manufacturing trade, the Justices have indefinitely post- | 
poned the election of four Inspectors, after having reduced the 
list of candidates from ninety-six to twelve; and, in so doing, | 
they have laid themselves open to the issue of a mandamus | 
calling upon them to show cause why they have neglected to | 
coraply with the provisions of the 4th section of the Act, by 
appointing Inspectors within nine months of its receiving the 
Royal Assent. Three months are scarcely adequate for pro- 
viding the necessary equipments of the Inspector’s office; and, 
as the Act comes into operation on the 13th of August next, 
unless previously amended or repealed, the promptest measures | 
should be taken to solve the newly-raised difficulties. 

A committee of unusual strength has been named for the | 
consideration of the Metropolis Gas Regulation Bill, which | 
commences its labours this day. It is composed of three | 
members who, from their experience and ability, usually act 
as chairmen of committees—viz., Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, the 
late Home Secretary, Mr. C. W. Packe, and Mr. North; and | 
of two thorough men of business, Lord Robert Cecil and Mr. | 
J. A. Turner. The importance of the inquiry almost equals | 
that into the Metropolis Water Supply carried on under the 
chairmanship of Sir J. Graham in 1851; and it is to be hoped 
that the result will be equally satisfactory, in putting an end 
to a fruitful source of disputes and recriminations between the 
gas companies and the parochial authorities in London. 

As announced in our last, a deputation from unincorporated 
gas and water companies has waited upon the Home Secretary 
to represent to him the grievances under which they labour, 
in consequence of the present state of the law with regard to 
obstructions of the highway when laying their mains and service- 
pipes. The object of the deputation seems to have been to 
induce the Home Secretary to bring in a bill for vesting in 
Local Boards, Vestries, and other local authorities, powers to 
permit the highways to be broken up for these purposes as 
often as they may see fit; but, while admitting the alleged 
grievances, the Home Secretary evidently sees a difficulty in 
inducing Parliament to relax its controlling power over any 
measure which affects the right of the public to the uninter- 
rupted use of the highways. The promoters of the movement 
have gone on the wrong tack ; and if, instead of asking that 
such enormous powers should be conferred on bodies so fluc- 





tuating, and so liable to be influenced by external pressure, as 
are Local Boards and Vestries, they had proposed to invest 
County Justices, assembled in Quarter Session, with powers 
somewhat similar to those they now possess, with regard to 
stopping up footpaths or ancient rights of way, to be exercised 
once only in localities where no incorporated gas and water 
company existed, there might have been some chance of the 
measure being carried through Parliament; but such a mea- 
sure as is proposed by the deputation would provoke the hos- | 
tility, not only of all incorporated gas and water companies, 
bc t of the railway, and of every other trading interest carrying 
on. its operations by authority of Parliament. 

The announcement by the chairman of the Great Central 
Gas Company, that claims have been made on them, amount- 
ing to between £60,000 and £70,000, for damages sustained 
on the occasion of the recent fire in Wood Street, Cheapside, 
and which is alleged by the insurance offices and others to 
have been caused by the unskilful manner in which the pre- 
parations were made for laying a service-pipe into the premises 
from the company’s mains, is a subject of great importance to 
gas companies. As the matter will probably undergo inves- 
tigation in a court of law, we refrain from any remarks upon 
the merits of the case, and refer our readers to the eaparte evi- 
dence adduced upon the inquiry before the coroner, a report 
of which appeared in our number for March 27th. We may, 
however, draw the attention of gas companies generally to the 
subject, as it is a liability to which they are all exposed; and, 
if a precedent for a claim of this nature be once established, it 
may materially affect the value of gas property, as fire in- 
surance companies will naturally use it as a means of avoiding 
loss themselves, wherever there may have been an escape of 
gas from any defect ina main, or a service-pipe, on the ground 
that it was the duty of the gas company to have prevented it. 

An insidious attempt by a body of Improvement Commis- 
sioners in a small provincial town to obtain powers for com- 
peting in the supply of gas with the owner of a private gas- 
work, has been defeated under the circumstances detailed in 
our report of the proceedings upon the Abergavenny Improve- | 
nent Bill. The promoters of this bill were evidently aware 





| mentions the importation of a native hydrated peroxide of iron 


that Parliament had uniformly discouraged applications for| 
powers to commissioners to erect gas-works themselves under | 
| similar circumstances ; and they, therefore, sought only for 
powers to purchase any gas-work already established, or 
which might be hereafter established. The disguise was, how-| 
ever, too transparent to prevent the intention of the promoters 


| being seen through; and the addition to the clause of the 
_ words, ‘‘by the authority of Parliament,” after the words, 
| “hereafter established,” effectually defeated its concealed ob- 


ject. The evidence given by Mr. Hughes in support of the 


| bill is somewhat remarkable, as evincing either a recklessness, 


or a want of practical information, which is almost incredible | 
in a person who professes to have devoted so much attention | 
to the manufacture of gas. First, he estimates that in a town | 
like Abergavenny, with about 5000 inhabitants, the coke and | 
the tar return 80 per cent. of the sum expended in coal for the 
supply of gas. Next, that gas may contain 1 per cent. of 
sulphuretted hydrogen. without sensibly discolouring acetate of 
lead test paper ; and again, that an absorption of bromine of 4 per 
cent. of any gas indicates an illuminating power of 9 standard! 
sperm candles. Had Mr. Hughes taken the ordinary precaution 
of informing himself of the experience of the other gas-works of 
the districts, he would soon have discovered that his estimate 
of 80 per cent. for the products was a gross exaggeration ; or, 
had he condescended to consult despised authorities, such as 
Brande and Henry, he would have found that the acetate of 
lead would indicate the presence of s5,45,th part of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen in coal gas; and he would then, perhaps, 
have recoiled from the assertion, that gas which by this test 
gave no signs of the presence of this impurity, contained 1 per 
cent. of it. As to the use of bromine, in determining the 
illuminating power of any gas, it has been over and over again 
demonstrated that the hydrocarbons of coal gas which it ab- 
sorbs, vary in their specific gravity from 1°2 to 3°3, and that 
their photogenic properties are substantially in the ratio of their 
densities. ‘To render the test by bromine of the slightest value 
in estimating the illuminating power of gas, the density of the 
hydrocarbons absorbed by it must be determined in every ex- 
periment, an operation requiring the utmost dexterity and skill 
on the part of the manipulator. The density of the hydro- 
carbons in gas made from the coal used at Abergavenny is 
certainly not less than 3°, and an absorption of 4 per cent. 
would indicate an illuminating power of 12 candles, instead of 
9 candles, as assumed by Mr. Hughes. 

It may be in the recollection of some of our readers, that an 
action has been for some time pending in which the London 
Gas Company sought to recover from the parochial authorities 
of Chelsea a Jarge sum alleged to be due to them under a con- 
tract for the supply of gas to the street lamps. The company 
demurred te two of the pleas of the parish authorities, the 
substance of them being that they were entitled to a deduction 
from the contract price,on the ground that the lamps had 
been supplied with less than the stipulated quantity of gas. 
In another column will be found a report of the hearing of the 
case, and of the judgment of the Court of Common Pleas, by 
which the demurrer is allowed. The effect of this decision 
is to withdraw the pleas objected to from the record, and to 
leave the parish to the remedies provided in the contract, in 
the event of any default on the part of the company in the 
execution of its engagements. 

The companies associated with the London Gas Company in 
defending the action brought by Mr. Hills for the infringement 
of his patent for the purification of g gas by hydrated and preci- 
pitated oxides of iron, have appealed from the judgment of the 
Court of Exchequer to the Court of Error, and, acting under 
the advice of their counsel, to the effect that the use of hy-! 
drated oxides which are not precipitated is no infringement of 
Mr. Hills’ patent, they have purchased the right to use Mr. 
F, I. Evans’ patent for the purification of gas by the oxide) 
produced from the oxidation of iron borings, a process which 
has been for some time past in operation at the Westminster | 


Gas-Works. 
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PURIFICATION OF GAS BY BY PEROXIDE OF IRON. 
By Pror. 8. Brrexropr, Detrr., 
The JournaAL or Gas Liautrne (November, 1859, p. 598) 


into England from Denmark, for the purification of gas, This ore 
is used in the Danish gas- -works, and there exists in Sweden a 
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patent for its preparation and employment, granted in 1859, to a 
gentleman of the name of Hovitz. 

I was anxious to know the nature of this ore, spoken of as the 
cheapest known material for the purification of gas. I have 
analyzed the sample sent to me by the kindness of Mr. Barlow, 
and compared the Danish ore with ores of the same appearance, 
of the province of Gelderland, in Holland. 


Hypratep PreRoxIDE oF Iron. 











Danish Gelderland. 

| Ore. Apeldoorn. Wormingen. 
Peroxide of iron 66-04 61°30 65°22 
Clay, silica -. 11°04 28°92 15°18 
Water and humid = . 

ws Porral } 19°55 .... 16°84 19°50 

Alumina - S80 ccs FOB. av —- 
Oxideof manganese... 0°85 .... — < .- 


Lime traces . — traces 


It appears, also, that the Danish ore is a brown hydrated bog ore, 
or limonite, as found in several countries. In the Dutch province 
of Gelderland there is enough to meet all probable demands. 

The peroxide of iron is remarkable for its power of decomposing 
hydro-sulphuric acid gas at the ordinary temperature. When the 
native oxide, as a coarse powder, is mixed with a strong solution 
of this gas in water, in the course of a few minutes the putrid 
‘| smell ceases, and even the reaction on a lead solution, or lead 
|test-paper, will no longer be observed. An experiment which 
shows this, may be made in a very simple way. The pulverized 
ore is laid on a common filter, and the hydro-sulphuric acid 
solution dropped upon it; the mass is afterwards washed with 
pure water. A milky-coloured fluid, without smell, will result, 
containing finely-divided sulphur and traces of sulphuric acid, 
under the form of sulphate of the protoxide of iron. 

A large quantity of hydro-sulphuric acid may be decomposed in 
this way, ending by a state of complete saturation, which is 
evidenced by the black colour of the sulphuret of iron. As is 
well-known, the sulphuret of iron can be restored to the state of a 
hydrated peroxide. It may thus be easily revivified, and becomes 
again effective in decomposing hydro-sulphuric acid. By washing 
it after revivification by the influence of the atmosphere, the 
milky sulphur-liquid and the sulphate of iron will again be formed. 

This reaction, well known to the students of chemistry, is 
likewise observed, whether the native hydrated peroxide (brown 
ore) or the native non-hydrated peroxide (red ore) is employed, 
even when the native hydrated peroxide is deprived of its water 
and changed into red peroxide. 

'| But, in every case, the physical molecular condition of the 

peroxide is of great consequence. When the oxide is micro- 
crystalline, compact, micaceous, or fibrous, then the reaction on 
hydro-sulphuric acid will be either very slow or will cease. The 
same phenomenon will be observed when the precipitated hydrated 

eroxide of iron, as prepared by Hill’s patent, is exposed to a red 
oa. Thirty years ago, M. Berzelius mentioned that the peroxide 
of iron, prepared by red heat from the precipitated hydrated oxide, 
is very difficult to dissolve, even in strong acids. Now, what 
happens with hydrochloric acid will certainly follow with the 
more feeble hydro-sulphurie acid. When the peroxide acquires, 
by a stronger calcination, magnetic properties, it becomes, owing 
to - molecular arrangement, nearly inactive on hydro-sulphuric 
acid. 

The presence of humid substances in the native ore is of 
secondary consequence; they have no reaction on the hydro- 
sulphuric acid, but they may assist the absorption of the ammonia. 
In every case, the porous earthy oxides are the most active, and, 
when mixed with chalk, they gain even in power by revivitication. 
The revivification, by free exposure to the open air, or by 
ventilating the purifiers, produces sulphur, finely divided, and 
sulphuric acid. This sulphuric acid can be fixed by lime, and 
produces sulphate of lime, or gypsum, and this is now the principal 
substance used to convert the ammonia into a fixed and valuable 
salt of sulphate of ammonia. The revivification, by exposure to 
the air, assisted by washing, to remove the free sulphur and the 
soluble salt, is all that is wanted to restore the power of the 
peroxide of iron for the purification of gas, which is increased 
more than twenty-fold. So, by this elegant process, the noxious 
sulphur is utilized in the production of sulphate of ammonia, and 
the mixture seems never weary of performing its duty. 

That the saturated peroxide of iron, removed from the purifiers, 
cannot be revivified by calcining, seems not to be owing to the loss 
of its water, but to the finely-divided sulphur in the mass, which 





The peroxide of iron mixed with lime will even gain in purifying 
|property by revivification under the influence of the atmosphere 
| jand washing. 
|| It is unnecessary to allude to the history of gas purification, 
‘jand it is sufficient to say that several methods, given in the 
[mee oom of patents, show how the simplest phenomena of 
||chemistry may be misunderstood. The long discussed question on 
||the hydrated precipitated, the anhydrous, and the calcined iron 
— as purifiers, might be settled by a simple trial. It is not 
even necessary to explain it by a catalytic action, as given by Mr. 


(| Hill, to its precipitated oxide, nor to assume, with Messrs. Lowe 
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and Evans, the “allotropic” condition of some native anhydrous 
ore as causes of its non-activity. 

The phenomenon that the peroxide of iron furnishes oxygen to 
the hydro-sulphuric acid, belongs to the burning power, as called 
by M, Kuhlmann, the “ propriété comburante” of the peroxide. 

The purification of water from organic substances by filtration 
through the red hematite or Cumberland ore with coal, as advised 
by Mr. Thomas Spencer, is another example of the oxidizing power 
of the peroxide ot iron. This purification is certainly not 
conducted or influenced by the magnetic property of the iron, but 
is owing to the power of the peroxide ofiron to furnish oxygen. 


Correspondence. 
THE FLOATS OF WET GAS-METERS. 
Sir,—In your Jovrnat of the 24th ult., you have a communica- 


The humid substances, soluble in potassa, are 8 per cent, nearly, | tion from Mr. W. Sugg, jun., gas-meter manufacturer, upon the 


present system adopted in obtaining the buoyancy of the float 
under “any sudden pressure,” which I have perused with great 
pleasure. He considers his plan to be an improvement over the 
enlargement of the float, as suggested by Mr. Paddon—viz., “ To 
partition off an ordinary float up to the water-line, making a com- 
munication with the measuring-chamber only, by means of a small 
hole bored through a piece of wheel metal (drum metal), soldered 
on to the float-box, near the bottom of the square front.” 

I beg to inform you, Mr, Sugg, and the public generally, that, in 
August last, I had meters made upon the above principle, and found 
them to realize my expectation, even so far (including one or two 
other improvements) that I was greatly inclined to take out a 
patent. I may here state, according to my instructions, this 
principle has since been tried in London, but was condemned as 
an old plan, and not worthy of notice. Nevertheless, my opinion 
of it is not altered; and I hope it will, as suggested by Mr. Sugg, 
be extensively experimented upon by many of your practical and 
scientific readers, and their views forwarded to you, for the in- 
struction and edification of those managers and assistants who are 
not in a position to try it themselves. 

The partitioning off the float, as suggested by Mr. Sugg, I believe 
to be practicable, after repeated experiments of my own: and all that 
is necessary for gas companies to do, so as to meet the forthcoming 
requirements, “ will be to cut down the spout (having a proper 
guard to prevent the water overflowing into the spout, by oscilla- 
tion, or otherwise) so as to register 1 per cent. fast, also to shorten 
the float-wire, so as to register 1 per cent. slow, enclosing the float 
as before mentioned; and I am confident in stating, they will pass 
any examinations necessary, and require very little more attention 
than the old range of float. Parties fitting in the valve-seat as 
snug as possible, will find it more convenient to partition off the 
float so as to leave more space between the float and the spout; 
but, should the plan be adopted, I beg to say, unless the partitions 
are of one regular size, a variation in the registration will take place. 

“ OVERLOOKER” IN THE CouNTRY. 





STEAM-BOTLER EXPLOSIONS. 

Str,—I beg to offer, through your columns, the following simple, 
but effective, plan for the prevention of boiler explosions, and loss 
of life and property. It is well known that safety-valves get over- 
weighted, defective, and sat upon by foolish workmen, and cannot, 
therefore, be depended upon. I propose, therefore, to place on all 
steam-boilers a tube of such length, so as to be carried through the 
walls of boiler-houses, and above the decks of steamers, to the 
height of 15 feet or more. On the top of the tube, thus placed 
away from the boilers, I would fix a metal plate, calculated to bear 
only the safe working pressure in a steam-boiler. Now, should 
the safety-valve be defective from any cause, the accumulation of 
any bursting pressure of steam would force its way through the 
weakest point, which would be the metal plate, in a similar manner 
to the escape of carbonic-acid gas out of a champagne or ginger-beer 
bottle, when the wires and strings of the cork are cut. Its action 
would also be similar to that of a wooden plug placed at the end of 
pipes, when tested by steam and fixed to boilers. When the pres- 
sure of steam in the pipes has reached the testing pressure, the 
wood plug is forced out like a cannon-ball out of a cannon, The 
escape of steam through a tube in a vertical direction, as proposed, 
would pass off harmlessly into the atmosphere. 

Holmpton Lodge, April 14, 1860, 


GAS IN NEW ZEALAND. 
Srr,—lIf Messrs. Porter and Co. had added my name as the in- 


Joun MALAM, 





A L asi | ventor of the apparatus which they call “ The National,” I need 
forms sulphuret of iron with the emission of sulphurous acid gas. | tt ° ( seat, thi 


not then have asked your permission to allow me to correct this 
omission of theirs. 

I cheerfully accord to them the eredit of the enterprise in sending 
perhaps the first gas-work' to New Zealand, but I naturally wish 
my name to be associated with it. 

St. Neots, April 30, 1860. 


SLATE PURIFIERS, 

Srr—Having erected several large and small gas-works in the 
slate districts of North Wales, it has often occurred to me that 
slate might be very advantageously used, instead of cast-iron, for 
the case of purifiers. 


Gro, Bower. 
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Twice within the last few years I went to a slate yard at 
Bangor, and inquired prices of corresponding slate cisterns. I 
found that slate-cased purifiers would cost considerably less than 
cast-iron-cased purifiers. The proprietors of the slate yard readily 
undertook to make slate purifiers, after my having described their 
make to them. 

I give this idea, for what it may be worth, to my gas-making 
friends. GrorGE WALCOTT. 

London, May 3, 1860. 








Register of Pew Patents. 


2310.—Witx1am Dickson Hart, of Edinburgh, N.B., philosophical in- 
strument maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in pressure regulating apparatus 
for gas-burners.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Oct. 11, 
1859. 
This invention relates to the arrangement and construction of the 
sockets or holdersin which gas-burners are set, and which sockets, in con- 
junction with the burners themselves, are so contrived as to regulate the 
flow or supply of gas to the point, or surfaces of combustion. The im- 
proved sockets are moulded or cast to the required or approximate form 
in tin, or alloy of tin, regulus of antimony, or other suitable metal or 
alloy capable of being easily fused. 
In casting the sockets, core-pieces, or internal mandrils are used to 
form the bore of the sockets, the aperture regulating the supply of the 
gas being either bored out, or actually cast. Any ordinary gas-burners 
are fitted into these sockets, and in each case a space is left between the 
bottom of the burner and the bottom of the wide recess of the sockets, 
in which a piece of wire gauze or metallic packing, asbestos, or other per- 
meable material, is deposited, or it may be inserted in the burner itself. 
The gas enters the socket from the supply-pipe, through a compara- 
tively small aperture or apertures leading into the space containing the 
permeable material. In this arrangement, the varying pressure of the gas 
is equalized, by causing it to flow first through a comparatively small 
aperture or apertures into an enlarged chamber, containing a permeable 
material, and thence directly up the burner, by which all fluctuations are 
avoided, and the gas flame burns steadily and brightly, whilst the gas 
itself is greatly economized. 


2320.—Jamxs Carrick, hotel proprietor, Glasgow, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
commodes, water-closets, and other sanitary appliances.” Patent dated 

Oct. 13, 1859. 

This invention consists in the construction of commodes, water-closets, 
and other sanitary appliances, with two main parts—viz., a chair or stool, 
and a magazine or cistern, to contain deodorizing material, which maga- 
zine or cistern is connected with the chair or stool by a passage in which 
are placed valves or cocks working reciprocally, so that when one is open 
the other is shut. The material contained in the magazine or cistern, 
is passed through the valves, to the chair or stool, whenrequired, In the 
case of dry commodes, the deodorizing material is caused to form an in- 
clined plane under the seat, and within the commode; and an agitator or 
rake is also employed to cause the material to pass more freely on the 
plane, and from thence to the vessel below. 
2322.—Jamres Tuompson, of Notting Hill, in the co. of Middlesex, gas 
engineer, for “An improved form of hydraulic valve and apparatus to 
be used in the manufacture of gas.” Provisional protection only obtained. 

Dated Oct. 13, 1859. 

This invention consists in the mode of forming certain apparatus to be 
used in conveying gas from one purifier to another in the process of 
manufacture, and also for admitting it, or closing it off, from any one or 
more of the purifiers made use of. The apparatus generally used in large 
works in connexion with the purifiers is called a hydraulic valve; and, 
from the peculiarity of its form, the apparatus hereafter described is dis- 
tinguished as the “annular hydraulic valve.” 

This valve consists of a cylinder, closed at the bottom, and having two 
pipes intersecting or passing into it—the one being for the inlet and the 
other the outlet of the gas. One of these rises to the top of the cylinder, 
the other only intersects it. The raised pipe is, at its upper end, 
encompassed by another cylindrical tube, both being within the 
firstenamed cylinder. The annular space between the two inner pipes 
is partially filled with water, so as to form a lute. Encompassing the 
whole, is a large circular vessel, having its bottom perforated with twice 
as many holes or apertures as there are purifiers used. Into the holes 
pipes are inserted, so that their mouths rise above the bottom; and each 
two of these pipes form the inlet and outlet to each purifier. The outer 
vessel is also partially filled with water. A connecting or stand-pipe 
puts each pair of pipes in communication—that is, the outlet of one with 
the inlet of another purifier. The inlet of the first purifier communicates, 
by means of another stand-pipe, with the main central inlet-pipe; and 
the outlet of the last one communicates, in like manner, with the main 
central outlet, conveying gas to the holder. 

From this description, it will be seen that any number of purifiers may 
be used; and, by turning the main central stand-pipe over the inlet of 
any purifier, and the terminal outlet-pipe over the outlet of any purifier, 
when it is wished to stop it, any one or more of the other purifiers may 
be closed off from the gas. 

As each of the stand or connecting-pipes dips into the water, it will be 
evident a perfect water-lute is formed, and no gas can escape. 


2334,—Witu1aM Prosser, of 24, Dorset Place, Dorset Square, London, 
gentleman, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus employed in the production 
of light.’ Patent dated Oct. 13, 1859, 

This invention has for its object improvements in apparatus employed in 

the production of light, and has reference to an invention with this object 

for which letters patent were granted to Mr. H. J. Bastable, on the 14th of 

September, 1858, of which invention the present is to be considered an 

extension, both inventions relating to apparatus employed in the 








production of light by the combustion of oxygen and hydrogen or 





carburetted hydrogen gases, or lime or other suitable material. 


This invention consists in so arranging and securing the lime or other 
suitable material, in a metallic or other suitable case or frame, parts of 
which are cut away, where necessary, to expose the lime to the action of | 
the jet or jets of flame; by which arrangement the lime (ordinarily in 
convenient pieces) is held together, and moved as one piece; thus 
preventing the separation of the pieces, should any of them become 
displaced, or cracked, or otherwise injured by the action of the jet or jets |, 
of flame, and conducing more completely to the continuity of the light. | | 
The lime is progressively moved to and from the jet or jets of flame by| 
suitable clock-work, as heretofore, or other suitable mechanical devices, | 
or by means of fluids, liquids, or other bodies partaking of the like | 
character, suitably disposed to effect the required movement. | 

The claims are for— 

1. The enclosing and fitting of the lime or other suitable material | 
employed, for the jets of flame to impinge upon, in an independent 
metallic or other suitable case or frame, so as to’confine it, and prevent it 
from breaking or falling away, in the event of its becoming cracked or 
otherwise injured; which arrangement admits of the lime Shine moved 
with facility and security in any direction in which it may be required to 
move, whatever may be the means employed to effect the movement. 

2. The producing and controlling of the movement of the lime, 
together with the case or frame, or without the case or frame (as in 
Bastable’s patent), by means of a fluid, liquid, or other similar matter, 
the escape of which from, or passage through, a chamber or chambers, or 
any substitute therefore, is regulated by an aperture of definite dimension, 
or by a valve or valves, or stop-cock or stop-cocks, so as to ensure the 
required periodical movement of the lime or other material. 


2346.—GxorcE GoxtpsmitH, of Leicester, gas-meter inspector, for “ Jm- 
provements in gas-meters.” Provisional protection only obtained. 
Dated Oct. 14, 1859. 
This invention has for its object improvements in gas-meters. For this 
purpose, the ordinary measuring-wheel is employed, and the gas is 
introduced into the interior thereof in the ordinary manner. In order 
to get and maintain a constant water-line, in respect to the measuring- 
wheel, the bearings of the axis of the said wheel are fixed to and carried by 
a float, the shape of which, it is preferred, should be of a curved form, so 
as to pass under the measuring-wheel, and to rise up on either side of the 
periphery of that wheel, one end of the float being attached by a hinge or 
joint to the case of the meter, and the other end passing into an inverted 
case or cover, the lower edges of which dip into the water contained in 
the case of the meter; but the form and arrangement of the float for 
carrying the bearings of the axis of the measuring-wheel may be greatly 
varied, so long as that, whatever be the quantity of water in the meter, 
there is sufficient to uphold the float and the measuring-wheel at the 
same water level. In communicating motion from the axis of the 
measuring-wheel, a screw and screw-wheel are used, as heretofore ; but 
provision is made for giving motion to the driving-axis of the registering 
apparatus from the screw-wheel (which is carried by the float), by two 
projections affixed thereto, which act on either side of a cross-head fixed 
to the driving-axis of the registering apparatus. Or motion may be 
communicated from the screw-wheel by other convenient means. A 
flexible tube is interposed between the inlet-passage for the gas and the 
tube which conducts it to the wheel. In order to prevent the gas 
entering the meter when the water falls too low in the case, the float has 
connected to it a rod or instrument attached to a valve in the inlet- 
passage, so that the valve is shut when the float is not upheld by the 
water to a certain height. Gas is allowed to flow into the inverted cover 
or case before mentioned, as well as into the measuring-wheel, so that 
the pressure in the wheel and in the case will be constant. 


2359.—Rosert Smitu, of Islington, London, shipowner, for ‘ The puri- 

Jication of water and other fluids.” Patent dated Oct. 15, 1859. 

This invention relates to purifying water and other fluids, containing in 
suspension foreign matters, whether of excrementitious or other character, 
and from which it is desirable to free or separate the water, so as to leave 
it in a more or less clear, inodorous, and inoffensive condition ; whilst 
the matters previously held in suspension are either wholly thrown down 
or deposited in an associated and solid condition, or in part so acted upon, 
and in part driven off or dissipated in a gaseous form. 

For the purpose of purifying sewerage water, or such water as may be, 
for example, found in the public docks and other such places upon the 
banks of the river Thames and elsewhere, which may, in addition to the 
usual character of sewerage and other matter, also contain alluvial, tarry, 
and other matters, a compost or mixture or pulverized or powdered 
sulphur and turpentine, or their chemical equivalents, is employed, and 
which mixture is introduced into the water to be treated ; whereupon, by 
the chemical and mechanical action set up, the impurities are partially 
dissipated and partly deposited or thrown down, leaving the water clear 
and bright. 

The proportions of turpentine and sulphur are, of course, varied, to 
suit the character and extent of the impurities to be treated; and, where 
necessary, such compost is combined with any of the ordinary well-known 
agents employed for depuritating, deodorizing, and otherwise acting 
upon animal or vegetable matters in a state of decomposition. 

The claim is for the use or employment of @ mixture or combination of 
sulphur and turpentine, for the purification of water and other fluids; 
and, whether a compost of such materials or their chemical equivalents 
be used alone, or in combination with any well-known deodorizing or 
purifying agents. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 


HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS, 

908.—JasPzeR WHEELER RoceErs, of Peat House, Robert's Town, Kil- 
dare, engineer, for “Improved means of and apparatus for collecting the 
excrement of towns and villages, and for facilitating the drainage of houses.” 
April 11, 1860. 

927.—James Wint1am Crosstey, of Brighouse, Yorkshire, dyer and 
finisher, and Joun Crosstey, of Halifax, in the same co,, machine 
maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of singe-plates, which im- 
provements are also applicable to gas and other retorts.’” April 13, 1860. 
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|| ground that the provisions of 





May 8, 1860.} 





999,—Tom AnrercromBle Hepiey, of Banbury, civil engineer, and 
Gzorce Henry Carne Heptey, of St. Neots, Hunts, gas engineer, 
for “ Improvements in valves and apparatus for regulating the flow of 
fluids.” April 23, 1860. 

987.—Wit11amM Hottanp Krnestoy, A.B., Trinity College, Dublin, and 
of Bandon, in the co. of Cork, Ireland, for “(A coke furnace for the dis- 
tillation of coals.”” April 20, 1860, 


Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Frimay, Apri 27. 
SALE OF GAS ACT. 

Mr. Byne said this Act had been passed at the fag-end of last session, at a 
time when there was a thin attendance, and there were several points con- 
nected with its construction on which doubt existed. He wished to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether its provisions, which would come 
into operation on the 13th of August next, were compulsory or permissive ; 
whether the magistrates at quarter sessions would be allowed to defray out of 
the county rates not only the expenses of the inspectors, but the pay of sub- 
inspectors and labourers, who would be required to assist the inspectors, the 
cost of stations and of model gasholders; and, if so, whether the small re- 
muneration (6d.) to be allowed for stamping the meters, would be increased 
by a supplemental bill? In Middlesex, the cost of the new system would, it 
was estimated, amount to £2000 a tray and if only 6d. were allowed for 
stamping the meters, the result would be to throw a heavy additional burden 
on the ratepayers. : 

Mr. M. Grason said the Government were in nowise responsible for the 
Gas Act; and he was not able to give his honourable friend a legal exposition 
of the various clauses which it contained. All that the Board of Trade had 
to do with it was this: the ——- wrote to ask them whether they thought 
it was a practical measure. The Board took it into consideration, in con- 
ference with the Astronomer or ong and they replied that the Act did not 
a r to them to be impracticable. With that, the connexion of the Board 
of Trade with the measure terminated, 











Monpay, Apri 30. 

Major Epwanps presented a petition from the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgesses of Beverley, praying for the repeal of the Sale of Gas Act,-on the 
i e Act are wholly inadequate for the purpose, and 
will entail a useless expense on the borough and places under its operation, 
and that the appointment of an inspecting officer, as required by the Act, is an 
unnecessary burden, especially in the case of small towns, and, in the opinion 
of the petitioners, will not be productive of any practical benefit. 


TuurspAy, Aprit 26. 
(Before Mr. Gries PuLiER, Chairman, and Messrs, GREENALL, A. RussELL, 
Garvetrt, and Col. HERBERT. 
ABERGAVENNY IMPROVEMENT BILL. 

Mr. CALVERT, Q.C., and Mr. THomas Jones appeared for the promoters; 
and Sir Taomas Putuies for the petitioners. 

Mr. CALVERT, in opening the case, said this was a small bill, and his ob- 
ject would be to occupy as little time in laying the facts before the com- 
mittee as possible. The purposes of the bill were to amend the Aberga- 
venny Improvement Bill of 1854, and to enable the commissioners to 
construct works for the supply of their district with water and gas, 
and for other purposes. He would read the preamble of the bill, which 
would give in brief the objects contemplated by the promoters, and he 
would then go at once to the points in dispute between them and the 
petitioners against it. The preamble set out by declaring that “ whereas 
the Abergavenny Improvement Act of 1854 was passed for lighting 
and improving the town of Abergavenny in the county of Monmouth, 
and for maintaining the markets within such town, and for supplying the 
same with water, and commissioners were thereby incorporated under the 
name of the Abergavenny Improvement Commissioners for carrying into 
execution such Act. And whereas it is expedient that powers should be 
conferred on the commissioners for better supplying the said town and the 
neighbourhood thereof with water and gas, and that they should be enabled 
to purchase or take on lease lands and premises, &c.” In other words, it 
was an improvement bill, and, amongst other improvements, to improve the 
legislation which had already taken place. It was material for the com- 
mittee to know that there were two Acts of Parliament in existence before 
the Act of 1854, the first having been passed in the 34th and the second in 
the 55th Geo. III. The petitioners against the bill were three, but, in truth, 
they might be considered as one, and that one was a gentleman to whom 
the gas-works in the town belonged, and who was very much afraid that if 
this bill passed, some better works than those at present existing would be 
established in the town. No doubt if the commissioners would give him a 
handsome sum for the purchase of his works, no petition would have been 
presented against the bill; but the fact was, the present works were ver 
small and very bad, the gas supplied from them was very impure, and it 
was not for the interest of the town that the commissioners should become 
the owners of them. One of the petitioners was Mr. George Overton, who 
was formerly a solicitor in Merthyr Tydvil, but had now retired from the 

rofession, and was residing near Abergavenny. Another petitioner, was the 
omer of Mr. Overton’s wife, who resided in a house rated at £26 a year; 
and the third was Mr. Thomas Baker, a very respectable solicitor, who was 
rated for two houses of the respective values of £41. 10s. and £24.10s. This 
gentleman was formerly solicitor to the commissioners, but was not so now; 
and whether that fact had anything to do with his being a petitioner against 
the bill, he (Mr. Calvert) could not say, and would therefore merely state 
the fact. The points of the case on which any dispute would exist 
arose in this way: A gentleman of the name of Davis, who formerly 
practised as an attorney, entered into a contract with the commissioners 
in 1823 for a thousand years, to supply the town of Abergavenny with 
lights; and in that contract there was a clause of forfeiture, in case the pro- 
visions of the contract in this respect were not properly carried out. This 
contract would not stand investigation for a moment in a court of law, be- 
cause the commissioners had no power to make it; but the fact had been 
that, in consequence of that contract, Mr. Davis erected works, and sup- 
plied the town with lights. The 34th Geo. III. gave the commissioners no 
power to break up the streets; and, that being the essential point of the 
contract, it was not worth the paper it was written on. The gas-works 
were, however, erected in 1825; and, up to the time of his death, in 1832, 
Mr. Davis continued to supply the town with gas. He left the works to his 
widow, and she, inthe ycar 1835, married Mr. George Overton, the peti- 
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tioner, who in that way became interested in the matter. These works 
were, as he had said, very moderate in capacity; the quality of the gas 
supplied to the town was very impure; the price charged to private con- 
sumers was very high; and, altogether, the works were open to all the ob- 
jections raised to old gas-works, which, though, perhaps, at the time of 
their erection, might have been considered sufficient for the purpose, would 
not, in the present day, bear the test of comparisen with others. In refer- 
ence to the contract with Mr. Davis, the commissioners had at times 
threatened to enforce a forfeiture; at other times, they had treated the 
contract as a nullity; but the town continued to be supplied with gas under 
that contract until 1854. In that year, certain ry not being the com- 
missioners, brought forward an improvement bill in Parliament; but, Very 
unfortunately, it was not sufficient for the reas intended. Against 
that bill Mr. Overton presented a petition; and the promoters, not wishing 
to engage in hostilities, inserted a clause to get rid of the opposition, think- 
ing that, under the Towns aoe Act, sections 119 and 120, they 
would be able to carry out what they wished, with regard to any other 
works that might be erected. Under the 17th clause of the Act of 1854, a 
new body of commissioners was created, who satisfied themselves with en- 
tering a protest against the contract of 1823, and Mr. Overton had continued 
the works to the present time At one period, it was the intention of the 
commissioners to bring the matter before a court of law, in order to ascer- 
tain the validity of this contract; and, possibly, in the course of this in- 
quiry, it might be necessary to read some correspondence which had passed 
between the parties. It was thought, however, that it would be better, if 
possible, to come to an amicable arrangement on the subject; and, on the 
4th of May, 1857, a new contract was entered into with Mr. Overton. This 
contract was contained in a memorandum, expressing the wish of the com- 
missioners, that the public lights should be lighted from one hour after sun- 
set to one hour before sunrise, for the sum of £3. 15s. per light per annum, 
for three P png from the Ist of May, 1857. Mr. Overton agreed to this pro- 
posal, and the commissioners certainly understood that Mr. Overton treated 
it as a substitute for the old contract, and that they would hear nothing 
more about it. It would seem now that that was not the view Mr. Overton 
took, but that he contended they would fall back upon the old contract 
when this new one was at an end, unless the commissioners were prepared 
to enter into a fresh one. The promoters of this bill were quite ready to 
insert a clause, similar to theonein the Act of 1854; for, although they believed 
the contract of 1823 was not worth the paper it was written upon, they did 
not ask the committee to express an opinion upon its validity. By clause 
36, they proposed to have it enacted that, “the commissioners may, from 
time to time, if they shall think fit, enter into any contract or contracts 
which they shall think fit, with + company or person, for lighting the 
district included within the limits of this Act, or any part or parts thereof, 
and any places adjacent thereto; and purchase or take on lease any works, 
&c.; and may enter into any contracts, &c.; but nothing in this Act shall 
enable them to erect any buildings or works for the manufacture of gas.” 
They were perfectly content, if the committee would pass the bill in this 
shape, reserving to Mr. Overton such rights as he thought he possessed 
under the contract of 1823. But he (Mr. Calvert) was bound to impress 
upon the committee, that the works, as they now stood, were altogether in- 
sufficient; that, in fact, the whole of the town was not lighted, and one 
part, coloured dark on the map, he positively refused to supply with gas at 
all. And this gentleman not only petitioned against the gas p Rte of the 
bill, but against the water clauses also. The present supply of water came 
from the brook Kibby, and was very impure; and the proposition of the 
bill was to place the town reservoir at the furthest point on the plan, at a 
sufficient height to furnish water without an engine in the case of fire in 
the most elevated parts of the town; in fact, the estimates showed that the 
water would flow by gravitation over the church steeple. The new source 
of supply was very pure; there was an abundant quantity of it, and the rate 
at which it could be obtained was very reasonable. The commissioners 
proposed to purchase a mill on the stream which interfered with the supply, 
as they believed it would be a cheaper course than compensating the miller. 
The Jearned counsel then referred at length to the other objects sought by 
the bill—viz., the erection of a new town-hall, the regulation of markets, 
tolls, &c., and stated that the commissioners proposed to increase their 
borrowing powers to £30,000. 


Mr. Isaacs, examined by Mr. Jonxs. 


Iam acommissioner of Abergavenny, and one of the directors of the | 


Abergavenny and Merthyr Railway. I have been a commissioner since 1855, 
and have seldom been absent from meetings of the board, I always made 
a special point of attendance when the gas grievances were brought for- 
ward. From the very first moment that I attended, there have been com- 
plaints respecting the supply of gas to the public lights, and to private con- 
sumers. In consequence of those complaints, representations have been 
made to Mr. Overton on the subject. 

By Sir T. Putiutrs: I believe those complaints were made through the 
clerk of the commissioners. Some ofthem will probably be found in writing. 

By Mr. Jones: I cannot positively state whether they were or not. There 
have been complaints made orally. 

Sir T. PHiu1ps objected to the witness speaking as to written complaints, 
unless the documents were produced; or to oral complaints, unless lie was 
present to hear them. 

Mr. Jones said he would give up the point as to written complaints, be- 
cause the witness was not present to hear them. But it was quite relevant 
to ask about complaints made while he was in attendance asa commissioner. 

Sir T. Pxitxirs said, the real question was, whether these complaints had 
come to Mr. Overton’s knowledge. 

Examination continued: Mr. Overton has attended before the commis- 
sioners when such complaints were made, and has promised amend- 
ment, but has done nothing further. The commissioners have taken 
advice as to the validity of the contract of 1823, and, in consequence 
of that advice, have sought to terminate it; but they were further 


advised that there were no means of doing so without cutting off the | | 


supply of gas to the public lights. I was a party to the bill of 1854, in 
which clauses were introduced for the erection of zas-works by the commis- 
sioners. Those clauses were opposed by Mr. Overton, and we were advised 


to withdraw them, as we thought, at that time, Mr. Overton’s opposition | | 
might cause difficulties. The bill of 1854 was promoted by the ratepayers, | | 


and not by the commissioners. The supply of gas went on as bad as ever 
until the year 1856, when the commissioners gave Mr. Overton notice of 
their intention to test the validity of his contract in a court of law. That 
notice was in writing, and this is the reply received from Mr. Overton, ac- 
knowledging its receipt. 

The letter was put in and read. In it Mr. Overton said he had no objec- 
tion to such an arrangement, if both sides could agree upon a special case. 
He had also no objection, in order to put a stop to further difficulties, to 
enter into a new contract. 
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Examination continued: In consequence of that letter, I, with four other 
commissioners, negotiated a new contract with Mr. Overton for three years 
from the 1st of May, 1857. It was decidedly understood by the commis- 
sioners at that time that the old contract was rescinded, and this minute 
was made as to that understanding. 

Sir Taos. Puitiirs objected to a minute of the understanding of one 
of the parties to a contract being put in evidence. By their Act of Parlia- 
ment, the commissioners were bound to keep minutes of all their proceed- 
ings, and those were the only documents which could be put in. 

xamination continued: No formal agreement was executed in reference 
to that arrangement. It is within my knowledge that Mr. Overton has 
stated that this arrangement put an end to the old contract. After this 
agreement was made and signed by him, some conversation took place rela- 
tive to the old contract, and he replied, *O let us have done with the old 
contract! we have had enough of that; it is at an end.” 
Mr. Jones proposed to ask witness whether, towards the close of last 
year, the commissioners gave Mr. Overton notice to terminate the contract ; 
but Sir Thos. Phillips objected, and required the production of the written 
minutes, if any such existed. 
Examination continued: I ama consumer of gas, and have always found 
that which is supplied by Mr. Overton to be very impure. The gas escapes 
very much, and the effluvia is very offensive. It escapes through the im- 
perfect mains, and comes into my premises in common with others. I 
found it particularly offensive on the 31st of March last, and in consequence 
I called in the sanitary inspector, who brought Mr. Overton’s manager with 
him. The escape was so bad then as to give rise to fears of an explosion. 
I have known escapes of gas on various occasions. I am convinced that 
some other mode of lighting will be resorted to, unless there is an amend- 
ment. [Witness was then examined as to the other objects of the bill, on 
which there was no opposition.] 
Cross-examined by Sir THos. Puiuies: I was present at the public 
meeting of the inhabitants, when the petition in favour of this bill was pre- 
sented and agreed to. The water supply was the main subject considered 
at that meeting. I cannot exactly say that that is the only subject upon 
which the opinion of the inhabitants has been asked. Though the meeting 
was mainly called to discuss the water question, I believe it was generally 
understood that the bill was a general one. There was no discussion as to 
the intended application to Parliament to erect gas-works, or to manufac- 
ture or supply gas. Iwas not a commissioner when the contract of 1823 
was entered into, nor during the life of Mr. Davis. I know, a8 a commis- 
sioner, that Mr. Davis, at the request of the inhabitants, erected the works 
to supply the town with gas. 
Mr. CALvERT objected that the learned counsel was putting the words, 
“at the request of the inhabitants,” into witness’s mouth. 
Sir Tos. Puriuips repeated his question. 
Witness: I know that the gas-works were erected by Mr. Davis, but I beg 
to deny any knowledge that they were erected at the request of the inhabi- 
tants of the town. I believe they were not. I cannot give the dates of the 
meetings of the commissioners at which Mr. Overton has attended when 
complaints as to the quality of the gas were made, but I know there are 
twenty dates on the minute book. I know there have been many complaints 
since 1857. They were made through the clerk, and we have Mr. Overton's 
acknowledgment ofthem. Some few months ago, Mr. Overton called on me 
in consequence of having received a communication from the clerk or some 
one else, respecting the complaints. He certainly appeared to be ignorant 
of their existence, but he said he would see into them and rectify the evil. 
He might have asked me what my experience was as a consumer. I have 
no recollection of telling him that I had no complaint to make. The con- 
versation was in reference to the quantity of gas supplied; the quality has 
always been considered impure. I may have said that I had no complaint 
to make as to the quality, but I have no recollection of saying so. By im- 
purity I mean that the gas blackens the ceilings, and that there is a stench. 
The escape of gas is not from my services, for they have been examined 
within the last four or five years, and found not to be defective. The 
escape ut the public lamps may be from the service-pipes of the commis- 
siouers, and not from the mains. On the 31st of March, when J came from 
my chamber in the morning, the first thing I experienced was a suffocating 
smell of gas. It was almost intolerable. I went down into my kitchen, 
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That was carriedout. I have no knowledge whether the same arrangement || 
was made in the contract of 1823. « | 
Sir T. Puriiips: You will find that there is an express provision in it to | | 
the contrary effect. \| 
Mr. Jones: I find in that agreement that he is to open the paving, and || 
lay down the necessary pipes under the same. I presume that laying them | | 
down from time to time during a thousand years rather implies that he is to | 
keep them in repair. 1} 

Re-examination continued: The escape of gas under ground which I 
spoke of as impregnating the soil, takes place from the mains. I have not | | 
observed that the fittings become corroded through the impurity of the gas. | 
I have no distinct recollection of my stating to Mr. Overton that I had no 
complaint to make; but, whatever I may have said, my experience is that | 
the gas is bad, and that the escapes have not only been annoying, but. 
dangerous. I have observed the bad effect of the gas upon the house- | 
fittings. Theburners used throughout the town are of various sizes. I use, 
the batswing, and others use four-hole burners. I have been a commis-: 
sioner since 1835, and I never knew that Mr. Davis entered into the contract | 
at - request of the inhabitants. I only: know that such a contract was | 
made, 

Mr. Jones read an extract from the recitals of the contract of 1823:— 

“ Whereas the said Thomas Davis did, at a meeting of the said commissioners, 
held by adjournment at the King’s Head Inn, on the 10th of May last, make | | 
@ proposition to the said commissioners, of which the following is a copy,’ | | 
&c. In another part of the contract it was said—“ And whereas the said | | 
commissioners, having taken the matter into their consideration, did, at the | 
next meeting of the said commissioners, enter into such arrangement,” &c. | 
(To witness:) Do you consider that that is consistent with the statement 
that Mr. Davis erected the works at the request of the inhabitants? | 
Witness: I beg to state that I believe the inhabitants of Abergavenny || 
never had any voice or hand in that contract; and I further believe it was | | 
made by persons who were entirely irresponsible, and did it without con- | 
sulting the inhabitants. 

Sir T. Puriurrs: I am quite sure my learned friend would not desire the | 
committee should be under misapprehension about this agreement. I would | 
therefore call attention to the third page of it—‘t Such gas to be taken from | 
the mains, &c., to such parts of the said town as may be fixed upon by the | 
said commissioners, at their own expense.” So that everything from the | 
main was to be at the expense of the commissioners, and not the contractor. | 
(To witness:) Will you tell the committee whether the erection of these | | 
works, if not at the request of the inhabitants, was at the request of the | 
commissioners? | 

Witness: 1 believe it was. 

Sir T: Potties: Do not those parties who signed the agreement com- 
prehend the most respectable inhabitants of the town at that time? i 

Mr. JonEs: I object to that question, which I think is a most improper | 
one; for I deny the premise that the agreement was entered into at the | 
request of the town commissioners, 

The Cuarrman: If I understand the matter, the real point is not as to 
the erection of the gas-works, but the agreement. The gas-works were || 
erected in pursuance of the agreement—Mr. Davis was bound to erect them. 
The only question is, as to the agreement. (To witness:) The commissioners | 
in 1823 were the respectable inhabitants of the place? 

Witness: I believe they were. Every person who possessed a £20 freehold 
within the limits of the place was qualified. At that time, there were seventy 
or eighty persons qualified to vote; but those — who signed the 
agreement took the management of the town. They were a portion of the 
respectable inhabitants. 

Mr. GREENALL: Were they large ratepayers ? | 

Witness examined the signatures to the agreement, and said: I believe 
: were all very respectable inhabitants of the town at the time. 

he CuatrMAN: I think it is a waste of time to inquire into the character 
of the individuals who signed the agreement. 
Mr. John H. Conway, examined by Mr. JonsEs. 

I am a grocer in a large business at Abergavenny, and I also live in a pri- 
vate house there. I have resided there for twenty years, and have acted as 
a commissioner for fifteen years under the old aud present Acts. Ihave 
paid great attention to the gas question. There have been constant dis- , 








and found it was very bad there. This was not the only time I have smelt 
lit. It has been frequently the case, so frequently, that my servant has 
been obliged to leave. It arises from the gas coming out of the drains. It 
is more likely to get into the drains from the mains than from the services. 
It has been a matter of notorious complaint for several years. Mr. Overton 
was aware of it, and has endeavoured to rectify the evil. He has opened 
several parts of the streets, and the earth has been found to be impregnated 
with gas. We have never been informed, until now, that the escape may 
have arisen from the services, and we have no reason to believe that it is 
so. The services have been in use, I believe, from the erection of the gas- 
works. They may have been repaired or replaced, but I have no knowledge 
of it. I think Mr. Overton has called the attention of the commissioners to 
| the services being defective. I cannot say whether he has told them that they 
jare forty years old, and therefore defective, but he may have done so. ‘The 
|reasons why the commissioners have not carried out the powers of the Act 
|of 1854 in regard to the water-works, are strictly financial ones; we could 
||not borrow money on terms which we thought advisable. We borrowed 
| £6500 in June, 1859, and we have £5000 of that money still in the bank. 
|In addition to the financial difficulty, we thought it undesirable to carry out 
|the provisions of the Act, as we could only obtain water from the Kibby. 
|| By the present bill, we shall be able to obtain it from a higher source. We 
|, contemplate carrying out a system of drainage which we have not hitherto 
| thought practicable, because of the want of a proper water supply. Weowe 
about £15,000, and we have £5000 in hand. We think the water supply will 
cost us about £4000. The mill we propose to take will stand us in a yearly 
| rent of £40. We have never gone into estimates of the drainage; probably 
| it may be put down at £3000. The assessable value of property in Aberga- 
| venny is about £10,000. [Witness was cross-examined as to the yearly 
| receipts and expenditure of the commissioners. ] 

|, Sir T. Patuiies called for the minute-book of the commissioners, the pro- 
| duction of which was objected to by Mr. Jones. 

Witness, re-examined by Mr. Jones. 

The water which we propose to take is from the Llywnda spring before 
it reaches the Kibby; it is very pure water, and very abundant. At the 
time we were able to borrow money for the water supply, our powers for 
executing the work expired; but we have kept the £5000 in hand in con- 
templation of an extended scheme. With regard to the gas service-pipes, it 
is Mr. Overton’s place to keep them in repair. In the memorandum of | 
1857, the following paragraph occurs: “ The commissioners wish to ascer- 
tain at what price Mr. Overton will supply gas to the public lights, and | 
keep the fittings and lamps in repair, cleansing, and painting the same.” ' 








putes about the gas, as to the quality, quantity, and price; and I consider 
those complaints are well founded. As a consumer, I have been a party to 
the making of such complaints. I was not present as a commissioner when | 
Mr. Overton attended on the occasion of complaints being made. The public | 
lamps have almost invariably been very bad with regard to the quantity of | 
light given. I go so far as to say that they are so bad sometimes as to 
render it unsafe for vehicles to pass along the streets, and I have witnessed 
accidents from this cause. The public lamps are frequently out. I have 
gone round with the inspector, and found them very bad, and three-fourths 
of the burners only half turned on. In one or two cases, the public lamps | 
nearest to the gas-works have had a sufficient supply, but it has not been | 
so in the remoter parts. The private lights are wretchedly bad. I use gas | 
in my shop, and it is so bad that both myself and my assistants have great | 
difficulty in detecting counterfeit coin when presented. Frequently we 
burn candles. I know that my gas fittings have become corroded by the 
quality of the gas, and it also blackens the ceilings. I know Frogmore 
Street Chapel; it is lighted with gas. I believe there are eleven argand | 
burners, and a 20-light meter, and yet it is very difficult to read good-sized 
print. I live next door to the post office, and I have known the delivery | 
of letters delayed in consequence of the sorting being impeded through || 
the bad light given by the gas. I can give evidence of the escape of gas; it | | 
enters the houses through the drains. In those cases where I have seen the 
gas mains removed from the ground, they have been in a very corroded || 
state. The approaches to the town are not lighted, except that portion | | 
which is lighted by the railway company; and, after leaving that part, | | 
passengers have to grope their way for a quarter of a mile in darkness to || 
reach the town. The approaches could not be lighted without considerably | | 
diminishing the supply to the town itself. The Crofield, which is the part | | 
marked dark on the plan, is altogether unlighted with gas. Mr. Overton 
has been applied to, to light it, but has refused. It is now partly lighted | | 


| with oil. I cannot say whether Mr. Overton has himself used oil in lighting | | 
| the town. The price charged for gas in Abergavenny is 7s. per 1000 feet. 


1 consider that isa high price. I cannot tell what is the exact illuminating | | 

power. At Usk, which is eleven miles from Abergavenny, and has a popu- 
lation of only about a fourth of Abergavenny, the price of gas has been 6s.,| | 
and was recently reduced to 5s. 6d. per 1000. The price of coals may be | 

about the same, but they have greater difficulty in getting them from the 
railway. I am aware that by the present bill it is proposed to supply gas at | | 
Abergavenny at 5s., instead of 7s., and that the illuminating power is to be I 

much higher than that supplied by Mr. Overton. t J | 
By Mr. GrEENALL: The price of coals at Abergavenny is, I believe 9s. | | 
= 
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r ton. I apprehend that is not the coal from which gas is made. I think 
Mr. Overton gets it cheaper, as he has a tramway frem the mine to his 
works. 

By Mr. Jones: Abergavenny is much more in the coal-field than Usk. 
A joint-stock regu! in Usk supply gas at 5s. 6d. per 1000, and divide 
6 per cent. profits. With regard to the present water supply, it is very bad. 
I have never used it for other than washing purposes, but send to some dis- 
tance to a private well for drinking water. The present supply does not 
extend to Monk Street and Mill Street. In the former they obtain water 
from an open sluice running through the street. The present supply is 
intermittent, and many houses are without privies for want of water. 
I know that in some cases the night soil is thrown into the streets, in con- 
a of this deficiency, and the construction of water-closets cannot be 
enforced. The proposed supply from Llywnda Spring is pure in quality and 
abundant in quantity. The commissioners, although they have no power 
under their Act to cleanse the Kibby, have been obliged to do it as a matter 

of necessity. I consider the powers now sought for cleansing the Kibby are 
|| most essential to the health of the town. 

Cross-examined by Sir T. Potties: I do not know the price of gas at 
||Monmouth. I do not know that at Brecon it is 7s. 6d. per 1000. The po- 
| pulation in those places is about the same, or a little larger, than that of 
| Abergavenny. I do not know where Mr. Overton gets his coals from. Sup- 
| posing they come from the Varteg, they would be the same in price as 
|at Usk. Iam not aware that Mr. Overton has written to the commissioners 
|about lighting the dark part in the approaches of thetown. If he had done 
| $0, we should not have agreed to it, thinking that it would tend to diminish 
the already insufficient supply for the town. I am not aware that the com- 
missioners declined the proposal on account of their finances being deficient. 
I do not know whether that would apply tothe Crofield. Iam not aware that 
in every other street in the town, except Monk Street and Mill Street, Mr. 
Overton has replaced all the mains. Mill Street was formerly an entrance 
| to the town, but it is now much disused, and one end of it has been closed. 
| My impression is, that the complaints of offensive effluvia from the gas 
| arises from its impurity, and not from its escape without being burned. I 
| understand that the service-pipes are part of the fittings. The consumers 
; employ whom they please to put up their burners and fittings. 
| By the Commrrree: In every case with which I am acquainted, Mr. Over- 
| ton has provided the service-pipes for private consumers, at the consumer’s 
expense. It is the duty of the consumer to keep them in repair. Ifa person 
|| took my shop and premises, he would have to buy the gas-fittings of me. 
| | _ By Sir T. Puituips: Many of the service-pipes have been laid down since 
the works were constructed. I know that Mr. Overton has replaced some 
of the mains, but what portion I do not know. I was not present at any 
meeting of the commissioners when complaints were made to Mr. Overton, 
nor have I ever made complaints to him myself, though Mr. Overton has 
lived within three miles of Abergavenny since the last contract was made. 
I am aware that, under the old contract, the commissioners had power, in 
case of default, to take possession, but it was not acted upon, for they looked 
upon it as a matter of fiction. I am not aware that they ever entered, or 
attempted to enter. The old contract was so far acted upon between 1823 
and 1857, that the gas was supplied to the commissioners on the terms 
therein stated. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jonrs: There were constant protests against the 
validity of the contract by the commissioners, and they weré taking legal 
opinion upon it. But, there being no other supply of gas in the town, they 
took it from Mr. Overton. It was Overton or darkness. I cannot speak as 
to the practice of private consumers generally, but I have always kept my 
own fittings in repair. Mr. Overton keeps the public fittings in repair. I 
do not know in what part of the town, to what extent, or when any of the 
mains in the town were replaced; it is some years ago. 

By the Committee: Mr. Overton supplies the railway station. I believe 
there are complaints there as to the quality of it. The part of the town 
marked dark on the plan was formerly not built upon. It has been built 
on during the last twenty years. It was not included in the limits of the 
town until the Act of 1854. The extent of district not lighted between the 
town and approaches to the railway station is about a quarter of a mile. 
The station is at a much higher level than the town. I cannot say what 
proportion of the assessable value of property is represented by the dark 
= on the map. It is not by any means the worst part of the town. The 

ouses are of modern construction and commodious, and the rents range 
from £6 to £10. I cannot say when an opinion as to the legality of the 
contract of 1823 was first obtained. I do not know whether one has been 
taken since 1854. 

By Mr. Jones: I signed the petition in favour of this bill. The feeling of 
the town is very strong in its favour. I do not know of any feeling against 
it, except on the part of Mr. Overton. 

By Sir T. Pamuies: I believe the request to Mr. Overton to light the 
Crofield was subsequent to the contract of 1857. 


Mr. Wm. Cotterell, examined by Mr. Jones. 

I am the sanitary inspector of Abergavenny. In October last, I was in- 
structed by the commissioners to make a nightly inspection of the public 
lights, and I did so from the 27th of October to the 7th of December. I 
made a report to the commissioners of the results of my observations. The 
gross results were these:—There were 172 lamps burning in a state which 
I call weak, 106 bad, and 25 quite out. There are 53 public lamps in the 
town. 

Mr. GREENALL: Weak, bad, and out—it is one in seven. 

Cross-examination continued: I believe it is the effect of frost to make it 
difficult to keep the lights in. The report of the police is, that, on one 
occasion, there were twenty public lights out from this cause. I very fre- 
quently found the same lights out on successive nights. I do not think 
that indicates there was a want of repair in the pipes. On the 28th of 
October, which was the second night I examined them, I found the lights 
so bad, that I went to see Mr. Edwards, the manager for Mr. Overton, on 
the subject. I told him 1 thought the burners wanted cleaning as well as 
the lamps, and he told me he would attend to it. I believe he did, for 
several of them were not afterwards complained of, and they gave a better 
_ Mill Street is a low-lying street, to which it is perhaps difficult to 

force gas. 
__Mr. Joxes wanted to put in the report made by the police during the 
illness of the witness, but the committee objected. 

Mr. Henry Poole, examined by Mr. CaLvert. 

Iam clerk to the commissioners. I produce the different notices and 
advertisements given in reference to the public meeting in pursuance of 
the Act. There was no notice given by the commissioners. It was a 
meeting of the ratepayers, and the steps taken by the commissioners were 
in virtue of what was done at that meeting. There were about seventy or 
eighty persons present at one time, and a resolution was passed, calling upon 
the commissioners to take steps for obtaining a better supply of water to 
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the town. At that meeting, the question of the supply of gas was started 
by one individual; but it was deemed necessary that the business should 
be confined wholly to the water supply. Frequent complaints have been 
made to the commissioners about the quality of the gas, and they have 
endeavoured to act in the matter; but Mr. Overton has taken this ground, 
that they had only to do with the public lights, and that, unless they paid 
for the & supplied to private consumers, they could do nothing in it. 

The CuarrMan: I presume the agreement of 1823 applied to the public 
lights only ? 

Sir T. Puriutps: No, it applies to private lights too. In fact, the com- 
missioners sought to get an arrangement in favour of the private consumer 
on what they then thought advantageous terms. The agreement did not 
bind the commissioners nor the consumers on this point, but it did bind the 
contractor. 

Examination continued: The rateable value of property in Aber, 
venny is £12,300. I assisted a committee in ascertaining the probable 
rental from the water-works, when constructed. For that purpose, we 
assumed the rateable value as £10,000 only, and we calculated that three- 
fourths of the houses, or £7500 worth of the houses, would be supplied with 
water. We propose to charge 5 per cent upon the average; giving us £375, 
with an addition of £60 for water-closets, and £15 for baths; making together 
a yearly rental of £450. [Witness produced some documents pre d by 
the engineer employed by the commissioners, and who is recently deceased, 
showing the result of gaugings as to the quantity of water to be obtained 
from the Llywndi well.] I have heard a great deal in Abergavenny as to 
an improved gas supply. Although I may have heard some difference of 
opinion on the subject, { believe the prevailing one is, that the present 
supply is bad, both as to quality and quantity. I have had frequent occasions 
of complaint to Mr. Overton. [Witness produced letters from Mr. Overton 
in reply to communications on the subject 

Cross-examined by Sir T. Purtiires: Under the contract of 1857, the 
service-pipe between the mains and the dc lamps, which belong to the 
commissioners, are to be repaired by Mr. Overton. We quite understand 
that that is included in repairs of fittings, and I am greatly mistaken if the 
terms are not equivalent. Previous to 1857, there was a 80 charge for 
gas and another for repairs of services; since then the whole has been in- 
cluded in one item, and charged £3. 15s. per light. New service-pipes have 
been charged for, but that is a totally distinct matter. This list represents 
the defects in the lamps when the contract of 1857 was entered into; and it 
was understood that they were to be put into a proper condition by the 
commissioners, and certain new lamps put up. With reference to lighting 
the Crofield, I understood that Mr. Overton objected, because there was 
only one private consumer there who required gas. 

Several letters were put in and read on the subject of lighting this part 
of the town, as well as the approach to the railway. 

Cross-examination continued: I believe Mr. Overton was never informed, 
in writing, as to the result of the inspections made by Cotterell. Imay have 
spoken about it in conversation, and said I should have certain deductions 
to make from his account, and he should be furnished with particulars. 
The only question upon which the public meeting expressed any opinion 
was that of the water supply. The gas question has not been submitted to 
any meeting of the inhabitants, as far as my knowledge goes. 

-examined by Mr. CALvert: All new lamps put up in the town are at 
the expense of the commissioners, but all repairs are done by Mr. Overton. 
I have always understood that the same principle applies to the service- 
pipes. Mr. Overton keeps the mains in repair. 





Fripay, APRIL 27. 
Mr. C. E. Davis, examined by Mr. Jones. 

I am an architect and engineer, residing at Bath. I have been in prac- 
tice ten or eleven years. During that time I have been concerned in con- 
structing several gas-works. I was at Abergavenny on the 3rd of February 
last, and I remarked that the gas was very impure, and had a smell like 
sulphuretted hydrogen. On the following day I met several of the com- 
missioners, and at their repuest I tested the gas. The result was, that I 
found it exceedingly impure. The test papers produced were changed to 
their present appearance by being held over a Scotch burner for one minute. 
I have tested gas at several places, but I have never seen it so bad as this 
was. I produce two other test papers. 

Cross-examined by Sir T. Patties: I have been consulted in reference 
to three different gas-works, and have erected one myself. By that I mean, 
that upon my statements and accounts a company has been formed, and will 
be in operation in a year. The first I organized was at Corsham. That is at 
work, and has been so for eight years. Another is at Clevedon. I super- 
intended the erection of the first works; the second I did for the compan 
I superintended the laying down of the mains, the erection of the buildings, 
and other things. I have had nothing to do with the manufacture of gas, 
except the erection of works and laying down of mains. I have tested gas 
several times at Bath and Corsham. When I tested the gas at Abergavenny 
on the 4th of February, it was at the AngelInn. The odour from the burner 
would indicate the impurity of the gas. That impurity would arise from the 
liming process not having been properly attended to. In well regulated gas- 
works, such a thing should not occur. The gas on the 3rd of February was 
much worse than on the 4th. In my opinion, gas should not be supplied to 
the public in such a state as it was in when I tested it. It would not have 
arisen from a valve being out of order. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jonzs: I did not hear anything about a valve being 
out of order on that occasion. 

Mr. Baber, examined by Mr. Jonrs. 

Iam a grocer at Abergavenny, and have lived 35 years in the town. 
During that time I have used gas in my place of business. I have found it 
very bad, occasionally, throughout the whole period, and have made com- 
— about it to Mr. Overton. Sometimes it has been so weak that I have 

en obliged to use candles. Mr. Overton has met my complaints by pro- 
mising amendment, but there has been none, and it is still very bad. The 
smell has frequently been offensive, and I have had to put out the lights in 
consequence. Complaints as to the quality of the gas are general through- 
out the town. I remember, when at the Swan Inn, on the occasion of a 
concert in February last, that the lights were so bad that I could not see to 
read the programme, although there were three chandeliers in the room 
with twelve lights ineach. An experiment was made at that time to test the 
illuminating power of the gas. Two of the chandeliers were put out, and 
the light from the remaining twelve burners was insufficient to cast a 
shadow from a stick held within three or four inches of the wall. 

An attempt was made to elicit, as evidence, a statement made to witness 
by a man who, six years ago, was in Mr. Overton's employ, but the com- 
mittee declined to hear it. 

Examination continued: It is within my knowledge that the commission- 
ers are obliged to light some parts of the town with oil; and Mr. Overton 
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himself has used oil in some places. With reference to the water supply, at 
— it is very bad; but the proposed supply from Llywnda spring will 

a very excellent one. 

Sir T. Puitures: I do not know that I need trouble my friend on this 
aoe, It is not intended to dispute that a bejter supply of water is 
required. 

xamination continued; I am a subscriber to the Angel Coffee-Room. 
The there is so bad that they are often obliged to use candles. I was 
one of the commissioners when there was a discussion about the contract of 
1823, and how it was affected by that of 1857. I have heard Mr. Overton 
say that the old contract was at an end. That statement was made on the 
very day that the new contract was made, and the minute-book of the com- 
missioners would show it. 

Sir T. Puriures called for the minute-book, but Mr. Jones declined to 
produce it, and said he would put a question to the witness which would 
dispense with the necessity for doing so. (To witness): When was this ad- 
mission made by Mr. Overton? Was it made at a meeting of the commis- 
sioners, or privately on another occasion? 

itness : At a meeting of the commissioners. 

The Cuarrman: I think you ought to produce the book, as Sir T. Phil- 
lips is entitled to see it. 

After some discussion, the book was produced. 

Sir T. Potties, having inspected some of the entries, said: Here is the 
— of a committee on the 8rd of February, 1857, in which it is said— 
“ The committee are advised by Mr. Woodhouse not to make the cancelling 
of the old agreement a formal or substantive part of any new arrangement. 
In Mr. Woodhouse’s opinion, this is unnecessary; because, if Mr. Overton 
consents to make a new contract with the commissioners, by that very act 
he would absolve them from the old contract.” 

Witness: I wag present at that meeting, and Mr. Overton was present too. 

The Cuatrman;: Is there any minute of the commissioners accepting 
that report? 

Sir T. Puitires: I think thereis. “On the 4th of February, the gas com- 
mittee met again, to confer with Mr. Overton. To the first proposition of 
the committee, that the lights should be supplied from one hour after sun- 
set to one hour before sunrise, Mr. Overton agreed. As to the Crofield, his 
knowledge of the locality is insufficient to allow him to give an answer at 
present,” &c. Then it says—“ These terms the committee agreed to accept, 
and a memorandum was signed by each member of the committee, as well 
as Mr. Overton.” Then, at a subsequent meeting of the commissioners, it 
was resolved—* That the report of the gas committee now read be adopted, 
and that Mr. H. I. Woodhouse be instructed to prepare a contract between 
the commissioners and Mr. Overton, according to the terms of the arrange- 
ment, as soon as possible.” 

Witness, cross-examined by Sir T. Puitiies: I cannot speak positively 
as to whether there was a formal agreement prepared. When I spoke of 
the badness of the gas, I referred to its insufficient quantity and pernicious 
smell. It is not the usual smell of gas escaping. I cannot tell the date of 
the particular occasion when I was obliged to turn it off, but it was in the 
time of the old commissioners. On many other occasions there has been 
no brilliancy of light, and my ceiling is as black as the chimney-back. I 
know Mr. Overton, and see him very often. I have not made any com- 
plaints to him for the last three years, and for this reason, that it was no 
use, as they were never attended to. I cannot say whether, since I did 
make any complaints, Mr. Overton has Jaid down any large mains. I have 
not noticed its being done, I have no recollection of amain under my own 
doorway being enlarged. Some years ago there was some talk of the gas- 
works being sold to the commissioners, but I do not recollect the particulars. 
The reason Mr. Overton has not lighted the Crofield is, that there are not 
enough private consumers to pay him. I think there was an offer by him 
to lay the mains down two or three streets. 

By the Comrrrer: The Crofield was not built on when the contract of 
1823 was made. The commissioners wished Mr. Overton to lay down mains 
there, and light the public lamps at the same rate as in the other parts of 
the town; but there were so few private consumers, that he objected to 
do so. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jones: Mr. Overton has offered to sell the works 
more than once, but the commissioners have not been anxious to buy them, 
as they are not such as they would wish to have. I adhere to my state- 
ment, that Mr. Overton said the new contract put an end to the old one. 


Mr. P. Morgan, examined by Mr. Jonxs. 

Thave kept the Greyhound Inn, Abergavenny, since 1852, and am the 
largest consumer of gas in the town. I should take more gas if it were 
good. I have had frequently to complain of its quality, and at the Angel, 
which also belongs to me, have had to burn candles. I remember three or 
four nights in 1854 when I could not light the gas at all, and I believe that 
was the case generally through the town. In 1853, there was a meeting of 
the inhabitants in the Town Hall, at which the subject of the bad gas 
supply was discussed, and a resolution upon it was passed. Mr. Overton 
was present, and made a reply, in which he promised that the evil should 
bo remedied, but it was not. There is very little difference between the 
supply of gas now and formerly; but it has been better within the last 
month than I have ever seen it. In November. 1859, I had the gas-fittings 
at the Angel taken down, and have used candles since. 

Cross-examined by Sir T. Puituirs: I do not know whether, in 1854, 
when I could get no light, there was an accident at the gas-works. The 
fittings at the Angel were not taken down because they had been impro- 
perly put up. I think I did state to Mr. Overton, that the tradesman I em- 
ployed considered them unsafe. Mr. Overton sent his man to put in a new 
meter, and the gas has been better since then. 

Mr. John Watkins, examined by Mr. Jones. 

Tam a painter and glazier, and have resided in Abergavenny for fifty 
years. I remember the town being first lighted with gas, and I have burned 
it in my present house about six months. | fixed my own pipes, and bought 
my meter of Mr. Overton. The gas does not do its duty, it is what I call a 
weak light, and we are obliged sometimes to assist it with candles. I have 
been a constant attendant at church for some years, and am now church- 
warden. The church is partly lighted with gas. There are forty-four bur- 
ners, but there is not sufficient supply of light to enable a person to read 
far away from the lamps. I have tried to remedy the evil by cleaning out 
the burners. I have noticed that when the service is over in other places of 
worship, the gas flashes up in the church as if the supply had been insufti- 
cient for the whole. I have signed a petition in favour of this bill. 
Cross-examined by Sir T. Putiis: I never considered it my duty to 
complain to Mr. Overton of the supply to the church being insufficient, but 
I have to his agent. I have never been on the gas-works in my life. [ be- 


|| lieve the service-pipes to the church were laid when the church was altered, 


which was many years after the establishment of the gas-works. Mr. 
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Overton has never informed me that the fittings were defective and ought | 
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to be renewed. I was at the concert at the Swan on the 3rd_of February | 
last, and can speak to the insufficiency of the supply of gas. I do not know! 
that the chandeliers had not been lighted for a long time previously, and 
that afterwards, on the occasion of a ball, the lights gave satisfaction. I \| 
had all the brasses taken out of the church in December last. There was | 
something like verdigris in them, which I cleaned off, but the gas did not 
burn any better afterwards. Last Sunday the supply of gas was so great 
that three times I was obliged to get up and turn it down, showing that 
theres no obstacle in the fittings to the passage of the gas. 





| 


William Chennery, examined by Mr. Jones. 

Tama labourer residing at Abergavenny, and was engaged by Mr. Edwards 
at the gas-works in September last to light the street lamps. Sometimes I 
had to go to them three times before the flame would catch, which was |; 
because there was not sufficient gas to supply the shops and the lamps too. | 
The lamps in Mill Street often went out through the short supply of gas. 
After the shop lights were out the lamps would kindle readily. A few days 
ago, I was again employed to light the lamps, and found them better than 
last year. I can give a reason for this; there is a fresh gasometer. 

Mr. James C. Price, examined by Mr. JoNEs. 

I am the solicitor for this bill. There was a meeting in Abergavenny to 
consider its provisions, principally with reference to the water supply. The 
only difficulty there appeared to be in coming to a conclusion at that meet- 
ing was, that the gas question was not more prominently before the inhabi- 
tants. A great number of the ratepayers present pressed the commissioners 
to deal with it, as it is a matter in which the inhabitants take a deep inte- 
rest. I have heard the evidence given as to quality, price, and sufficiency 
of supply, and I can say generally that the lights in the shops are very bad. 
I do not use gas at my residence, on account of its being inferior in quality, 
uncertain in quantity, and high in price. I am acquainted with the 
various provisions of this bill. Iam informed that gas can be supplied at 
the maximum price of 5s. per 1000, and the commissioners are willing to 
undertake to do so, and to give the town the benefit of any reduction which 
the state of their finances may enable them to make. I believe the commis- 
sioners have no power at present to light the town; and I think it to be in 
the power of any individual to stop Mr. Overton's gas supply by indicting 
him for a nuisance, I certainly think it necessary that the commis- 
sioners should have power to supply the town with gas. As the bill is 
amended, the commissioners have no power to construct gas-works. 

The Crarrman: The committee wish to know whether any offers have 
been made to Mr. Overton? 

Witness: The commissioners have stated that they are open to receive 
an offer from Mr. Overton, but no offers have been made on either side. 

By Mr. Jonxs: It is made quite clear by the 36th clause of the bill, that 
the commissioners only wish to take gas-works by agreement. They do 
not want any compulsory power. 

The Cuarrman: I should like to know the reason why you only want 


| 


_ power to take existing works? 


Mr. Wyarr said, they did not wish to erect any works themselves, be- 
cause, owing to some standing order of the House, that would have given 
them power to take land compulsorily. 

The Carman: The object, then, is to prevent you taking advantage of || 
the Lands Clauses Act? {| 

Mr. Wyarr: That is all, sir; we do not propose to establish any gas- 
works. The commissioners only want power to purchase Mr. Overton’s | 
works, # they should be so advised, or anybody else's that may be con- || 
structed. 

Witness cross-examined by Sir T. Putiurpes: The bill is to enable the || 
commissioners to purchase any gas-works. Of course the words “ here- | 
after established” mean works that do not exist at the present time. 1| 

Sir T. Puixiirs: Then you may yourselves, if you please, induce any 
person whom you may be able to influence to acquire land and put up 
works, and then you can buy them, and thus evade the standing order. 

Witness: The commissioners are a fluctuating body. ‘The commissioners 
one year are not the commissioners the next; therefore I do not see what | 
inducement there is for them to influence any body. I am sure that the || 
subject of gas was brought up at the public meeting which was held. I || 
know that there was some complaint by the ratepayers because the gas was || 
not brought forward more prominently. The meeting had reference to the | | 
water supply, and a resolution was passed that, as the sum of £1000 had 
already been laid out, no more should be spent in going to Parliament. ‘The 
person who introduced the subject of gas was Mr. John Michael, who said, | | 
“I thought there was another object in getting the bill—the gas question. | 
What has become of that? I believe that it was the feeling of the rate- || 
payers expressed at that mecting, to a great extent, that induced the com- | 
missioners to include the gas question. I believe if the commissioners were | | 
promoting a bill only for water, leaving the gas wholly untouched, that that | | 
bill would meet with great opposition.” I cannot tell how many out of the | 
number that have signed the petition are gas consumers. ' } 

Re-examined by Mr. Jones: Under the general Act, I think the commis- | | 
sioners would have no power to break up the streets at all. In my view, I} | 
do not think that the commissioners could contract with Mr. Overton at all, | 
if anybody should proceed against him, because his works are not legally | | 
authorized. The bill will only enable the commissioners to purchase works | | 
constructed by some other party. The powers of the bill being merely per- | | 
missive, it has been in no way framed with any view of aggression towards | | 
Mr. Overton. I believe the commissioners have an intention to deal with || 
him, and him alone, if he will improve his works. | 

Sir T. Putiiips: May I ask you whether Mr. Overton has not told you, | 
that he was willing to sell his works if the commissioners would buy them? | 

Witness: He declined to put aprice on them. He said he would sell them | | 
by arbitration. } 

Samuel Hughes, Esq., examined by Mr. Jones. 

I am a civil engineer, and have been so for more than twenty years. | | 
During that time | have been much engaged in making estimates for the con- | 
struction of gas-works and water-works. I visited Abergavenny last March | 
in reference to this bill. I have inquired into the circumstances of the gas || 
supply, and inspected the works of that town. I have taken such measures | 
as will enable me to give information as to the price that gas should be sup- | | 
plied, and have made the estimate which I now hand in. | 


Estimate of the Cost of Making 5,000,000 Feet of Gas at Abergavenny. 





Total production. . ‘ 5,000,000 
Less one-sixth for leakage . 833,333 | 
4,166,667 | 
Less public lamps, 3650 by 4 by 60 . . 876,000 | 
— 
Sold tothe public 2. . . . . «+ 3,290,667 : 
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 Bapenditure— 
Brought forward £1047 15 © 














ere 588 tons of coal, at 9s. 6d. . - £279 6 0 
Less 392 chaldrons of coke, at 9s. . £176 8 0 
Ditto 5880 gallons oftar,at2d. . . . . 47 0 0 
Ditto ammoniacal liquor, lime, and breeze . Nil. 
—. 223 8 O 
Cg a £5518 0 
capes of manufacturing and distributing gas—in- 
cluding lime, wages, lamp lighting, salaries, wear and 
tear, bad debts, depreciation on 588 tons, at 16s. , 470 8 0 
--— 526 6 0 
£521 9 O 


Or more than 10 per cent. on £5000. 


I think £5000 would be sufficient to construct the works, In my estimate, I 
allow £2000 for the manufacturing station—that includes the land. Then 
23 miles of main, £1000; services for public lamps and private consumers, 
£330; land, £500; and 10 per cent. for contingencies, making a total of 
£4213. That I believe would be sufficient to give the present supply. I 
consider the present supply very defective, remarkably so, in respect to 
one part of the town which is not lighted at all. 

The Cuargman: We should like to know what it would cost to light the 
whole of the town. 

Witness: I believe that £800 would lay the additional mains, so that 
£5000 would light the whole town. I attribute the want of gas at the lower 
end of the town to their lighting the railway station at the higher end. 
The diminution of pressure on the burners is owing to defective mains; that 
would not be experienced if the distributing apparatus were large enough. 

Mr. Jones: I suppose, if we went to arbitration, and the arbitrator should 
say that we were to pay according to profits, we should have to take Mr. 
Overton’s mains as they were? 

Witness: Certainly, if the arbitrator so decided. Batswing burners are 
very much in use in Abergavenny, which I consider a very great disadvan- 
tage to tho consumer. There are a few argand, and fish-tails are very rare 
indeed. They are obliged to use batswing burners on account of the small 
supply of gas. The great defect in the pressure is owing to the construc- 
tion of the mains, which I believe in some places to be nearly choked up by 
deposit. The gas is certainly far from being good. When I tested it, I 
found a large amount of sulphuretted hydrogen; I also found ammonia in 
great excess. The fittings were very dirty, which is owing to tar being 
held in suspension. Ammonia in excess gives rise to a combination of 
oxygen and nitrogen, which forms nitric acid, a very dangerous compound. 
I found sulphuretted hydrogen to the extent of 1 per cent. I tested the 
illuminating power of the gas and found it equal to nine sperm candles. 
The illuminating power of good gas is equal to twelve sperm candles. The 
consumer has to consume four feet instead of three, in consequence of the 
low illuminating power. Mr. Overton's gas at present costs 7s.,and to raise 
it to the usual illuminating power, it would cost 9s. per 1000 cubic feet. I 
do not think the gas is used as extensively as it ought to be, which I think 
is owing to its inferior quality. Ido not think it is used for heating or 
cooking purposes, neither are there any bed-rooms lighted with it. The 
fittings are not generally good. From my examinations of Mr. Overton’s 
works, I do not think they could be made to supply a much larger demand. 
They are very old-fashioned works. 

The CHArrMAN: Have you entered into the question of making Mr. 
— works of such a character, so as to be able to supply the whole 
town 
Witness: I have not. I think it would be better to make new works alto- 
gether. There is room on that site, I think, for making new works of suffi- 
cient size to supply the whole town. I should think the works were con- 
sidered good works at the time of their construction. 

By Mr. Jones: I consider the powers that the bill seeks are very useful 
powers, I know several towns where the gas is supplied by the corpora- 
tion, and it is very good indeed. At these works there are twelve retorts— 
four iron, and eight clay. Each retort will carbonize 6 cwt. of coal in the 
twenty-four hours. According to my calculation, the whole of the retorts 
will make 4,540,000 feet of gas annually. There are three very small puri- 
fiers. That is a very unusual system; the rule is to have four purifiers, and 
three of them constantly in use. I think, if the present works were taxed 
to their full power, they are inadequate to supply the whole town. 

Cross-examined by Sir T. Puixiirs: I have not actually erected any gas- 
works, but I am thoroughly acquainted with the making of gas. My course 
of life has brought me into connexion both with the erection of gas-works 
and the manufacture of gas. For the last ten years, I have directed my 
attention a great deal to gas. Before that time, I was much engaged in the 
construction of railways, and such like. I have designed gas-works which 
have not been executed. I have taken a somewhat prominent part in the me- 
tropolis gas agitation, which is one got up by the gas companies themselves. 
The part that I have taken has been to oppose it. Iam the engineer to the 
delegates from the metropolitan boards and vestries. Those delegates have 
been appointed for the purpose of regulating the London gas companies, 
being, as they are, opposed to monopoly, I have made numerous reports 


|| on this subject, and set forth largely the grievances of the public against 


the gas companies of the metropolis. 
Sir T. Puriurpes: And I suppose they have had the effect of agitating 
people on the subject all over the country? 

Witness: Well, I dare say they may have had that effect. I visited Aber- 
gavenny last March, and inspected the gas-works there. I estimated the 
quantity of gas that I thought would be required. 

Sir T. Pumires: And you consider that 5,000,000 of cubic feet would be 
sufficient ? 

Witness: My estimate had reference principally to the works. I never 
meant to say that 5,000,000 feet was sufficient. Ifnew works were made, 
they ought to be constructed so as to meet the increasing demands of the 
town. T think 5,000,000 feet might be sufficient for the present consumption. 
The works which I proposed to cost £5000, would produce about 6,000,000 
feet of gas. 

Sir T. Puitirrs: Now, with regard to the expenditure. I see that you 
| make the coke and tar yield 80 per cent. of the first cost of the coal? Can 
you tell me any place where such a result is brought about ? 

Witness: Yes; I think in Birmingham itis so. I know the London com- 
panies get back on an average about 50 per cent. I make the statement 
from information got on the spot. I learned that they got 9s. a chaldron 
for coke, and 2d. a gallon for tar. Nine shillings a chaldron for coke would 
be about 13s. or 14s. per ton. I do not know that Mr. Overton sells his 
coke at 9s.a ton. I understand that the Lunatic Asylum. where they make 
their own gas, pay 9s. a ton for coals. I do not know exactly what Mr. 
Overton pays, but I am bound to believe the information I received at the 























Lunatic Asylum. I think batswing burners are almost universally con- 
demned; I have scarcely ever seen them used where the gas is good. Those 
used in London are entirely differently constructed from those I saw in use 
at Abergavenny. I am not prepared to give an estimate of the sum needed 
to render Mr. Overton’s works efficient for the supply of the whole town. 
I think the works could be sufficiently extended on the present site, but I 
really cannot speak with confidence. ' 

The CuarrMAN: Supposing those works to be extended, would the exist- 
ing works be available, and only require additional gasholders in order to 
make a good job of it, or must you pull down the present works ? 

Witness: I think I shonld, if it were my own case, pull the whole down. 
I believe it would be cheaper to pull them down and reconstruct them. _ 

By Sir T. Puitiies: Each of the retorts is, at present, charged with 
14 cwt. of coal four times in twenty-four hours. I consider that £5000 
would furnish works sufficient for the supply of the town of a 
with gas. It would not cost so much as that if you had the old works, 
but I am not prepared to say how much short; £4200 would be sufficient 
to supply as much as Mr. Overton’s; the £800 more would leave a margin 
of 1,000,000 feet, which I think would supply Abergavenny for a very lon 

a I have not considered how much it would cost to add to the ol 

uildings. 

The CuarrMan: Assuming that you are to have new buildings and new 
mains, the only thing that would be saved would be the land, and the 
value of the materials? 

Witness: I do not think the saving would be very much. I have not 
gone into the question of altering the old works; it was once put to me in 
that shape. I certainly do not think there would be more than £1000 
saved by having the old works. 

By Sir T. Puitures: I do not know whether the purifiers are new, or 
not. I believe that one of the gasholders is new. Although the paper 
with which I tested the gas was not discoloured, I was able to detect 
1 per cent. of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

The Cuarrman: I want to know, if the gas-works were carried on by 
skilful management, whether you would get better gas? 

Witness: I think, if the mains were enlarged, and the works carefully 
conducted, the illuminating power might be improved. 

By Sir T. Purius: The quality of the gas depends upon the materials, 
and the skill with which they are used; and also on the distributin 
apparatus. I tested the illuminating power by bromine, which is muc 

referred by many chemists, as being the most certain method of testing. 
Tfound it to absorb 4 per cent. of the gas. It must be obvious that bromine 
is much better than chlorine; because all experiments with chlorine must 
be conducted in the dark, while those of bromine can be carried on in the 
light. I do not think there is any gas used in the bed-rooms in Aber- 
gavenny; there was certainly none in the bed-room of the hotel where 
I was staying. I am sure that I never intimated to Mr. Overton that I 
had no fault to find with the gas. The gas was very good at the station. 
The railway having so many lights is the cause of the lower part of the 
town being so badly lighted. : 

Sir T. Potties: Now, do you know of any town in which a corporation 
has been entrusted with power of supplying gas without being required to 
purchase the existing gas-works? 

Witness: I do not know of any. 
By the Cuarrman: I think the present site is a very good one. 





Monpay, Aprit 30 
Mr. Hughes recalled, and re-examined by Mr. Jones. 

I was formerly much engaged in connexion with railway en 
but, during the last ten years, I have been consulted a great deal in 
reference to gas-works. have written a work on the subject of the 
manufacture of gas, which has had an extensive circulation. I consider 
myself thoroughly acquainted with all the practical details of the question. 
The London batswing burners are, as a rule, much smaller than those used 
by Mr. Overton. The latter are very widely cut, and allow a great 
quantity of gas to pass. I attribute the smoke to this circumstance. Even 
the weakest gas would smoke with such burners. Mr. Overton’s works are 
not absolutely incapable of extension, but I think it would be better to 
construct new works—they would be cheaper in the end, as well as more 
convenient. One of the gasholders might, perhaps, be used, but the 
retort-house is in a very bad state, and it would be desirable to have new 
settings of retorts. As an engineer, I should not recommend a public 
body to take to those works and attempt to extend them. I am perfectly 
certain that, I never used a single expression to Mr. Overton intimating 
approval of the quality of the gas. All Isaid was in reference to the way 
in which the gas was burning at the a station. It is quite obvious it 
will burn well there, if any where. My remarks had no reference 
whatever to the quality of the gas. Before I saw Mr. Overton, I had 
formed my opinion that it was very bad. 

This was the case for the promoters. 

The Cuarrman: Sir Thomas Phillips, the committee understand that, 
after you have addressed them, you proposed to call witnesses. 

Sir T. Puiturps: Yes, Sir. 

The CHAirRMAN: Will your evidence be confined to the gas question, or 
refer to the whole bill. 

Sir T. Portus: No, Sir; simply in reference to the gas. 

The CHarrMan: Well, then, perhaps it may save you and the other 
counsel some trouble and time, if I now state that the committee are of 
opinion that they would not be justified in passing the 36th clause of the 
bill in its present form, this not being an application to Parliament for 
power to construct works, but a bill for giving to the commissioners all 
the usual powers for using any works which exist, or may hereafter be 
established without the authority of Parliament. After the words, “ or 
which may hereafter be established,” they propose to insert “by authority of 
Parliament.” That will give the commissioners power to purchase Mr. 
Overton’s works, and all the necessary powers for using them; or, if they do 
not think fit to do that, or cannot come to terms, which, we should think, 
would be most desirable, and most fair and proper, under all the 
circumstances, they may then come to parliament hereafter, in the 
usual manner, for powers to construct works; but the committee do not 
think, under the circumstances, it would be either just to Mr. Overton, or 
right as regards the interests of the inhabitants of the town, that we shonld 
pass this billin a shape which would enable them, by some arrangement 
with private individuals, for anything we know to the contrary, to erect 
works in the heart of the town. Perhaps the parties will consider what 
bearing this may have upon the case, and whether they can come to terms. 

After some conversation, the legal advisers on both sides retired for about 
an hour. On their return, Mr. Jonrs said, that they had agreed to accept 
the suggestion of the committee, with regard to clause 36, and that nothing 
remained to be done but to go through the remaining clauses of the bill. 
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Hegal intelligence. 
COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH. 
WestTMINSTER, SATURDAY, APRIL 21. 
(Sittings in Banco, before the Lord Chief Justice CockBuRN, and Justices 
Crompton, Hiu1, and BLACKBURN.) 
THE LUTON BOARD OF HEALTH, Appellants; pavis, Respondent. 

This was a case for the opinion of the court, as to whether the expense 
of paving should be defrayed under the Public Health Act (11th and 12th 
Vict., cap. 63) out of a special district rate, or out of the general rate. It 
appeared, that money had been borrowed on the security of the special dis- 
trict rate, and expended in executing certain paving, and the rate made to 
repay the money so borrowed described it as expended on “ permanent 
works.” The party rated sought to show that the work was not “of a per- 
manent nature ;” and, therefore, by the proviso to the 107th section, was not 
payable out of the special district rate. The magistrates thought the mat- 
ter was doubtful, and declined to issue their warrant to enforce the rate. 
When the case was called on, 

Mr. Matcou, on the part of the magistrates, objected that the parties 

ought to have applied for a rule under the 11th and 12th Vict., cap. 44; and 

as the magistrates had been put to great expense in preparing the case 

_ as ° please the parties, he submitted they ought to have those costs 
owed. 

Mr. T. Jones supported the decision of the magistrates. 

Mr. TayLeR, who appeared for the appellant, was not called upon. 

_ Lord Chief Justice Cocksurn said, the magistrates had no jurisdiction to 

inquire whether the works were permanent or not; that was ground of ap- 

peal. The rate said the works were permanent; and, as the rate was good 

upon its face, the magistrates ought to have issued their warrant. 

Mr. Justice Crompron said, that as soon as it appeared that the objection 
was the subject of appeal, the magistrates had nothing further to do but to 
issue their warrant. That was lately decided by this court in “ The Queen 
v, the Justices of Kingston.” The magistrates were not a court of appeal. 
Mr. Matcotm again applied for the magistrates’ costs. 

Mr. Justice Crompron said the magistrates had wrongly decided. 
Appeal allowed. 





Wepvespay, May 2. 
THE QUEEN, ON THE PROSECUTION OF THE VESTRY OF PADDINGTON 
i v. THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 
This was a special case under Baines’s Act for the opinion of the court, 
as to the principle upon which the mains and pipes of the Imperial Gas 
Company, in the parish of Paddington, should be rated to the relief of the 
poor. The rate in question was made in April, 1858: the amount at which 
the eg eh mains were assessed was £4005, and the company appealed 
to the Middlesex Quarter Sessions on the ground that they were over-rated, 
the same pipes having been for many years previously assessed at £550 
only. The appeal was respited from time to time, and finally came on for 
hearing before the late Mr. Pashley, Q.C., the assistant judge on the 13th of 
April, 1859, as reported in the JourNAL or GAs LiGurine, of the 26th of 
that month. No evidence was adduced on the occasion, but, after a 
lengthened argument, it was mutually agreed that the facts should be put 
in the form of a special case for the opinion of this court, as to whether the 
parish should assess upon the principle of profits and deductions, or whether 
the rent, which the company would be willing to give as tenants, and a 
capitalist to receive for the sum invested in the construction of the works 
in the respondent parish, should be taken as the measure of the rateable 
value. It was also agreed that, for the purpose of argument, it might be 
assumed that, if the court held the former view, the amount at which the 
parish had assessed—viz., £4005—was the right one; but, if the latter, then 
the rate should be reduced to £1150, or 5 per cent. upon the cost of con- 
struction, £23,000. 
Mr. DowpEswELt appeared for the parish, and Mr. Bovi11, Q.C., for the 
company. 
Mr. Bovitt said: My friend Mr. Dowdeswell should have commenced the 
argument in this case, which was intended to raise a very important ques- 
tion, that it was extremely desirable should be finally settled and deter- 
mined. But,in looking over the case, I find that it does not raise the points 
on which I am anxious to have the opinion of the court. 
Justice Hitt: There are two ratepayers of the parish of Paddington on 
the bench. 
Justice Crompton: Are you counsel against my brother Hill and I. 
Mr. Boviiu: I am against the parish, and for the company. Your lord- 
ships have the benefit of the company in the shape of cheap light. 
ustice CRompron: You do not object to our sitting upon it? 
Mr. Bovi.u: No, my lord; but it is necessary to have the consent of the 
other side. 
Justice Hii: I have no desire to hear it. 
Mr. Boviu: I would go through the case; but it certainly does not raise 
the point that I desire to have raised, because it states the intention on the 
one side which is an abstract proposition, almost in the language of the 
Parochial Assessment Act; and, if they were to copy out the Parochial 
Assessment Act, and ask whether that was a right principle, the court 
would say, yes. Then there is another abstract proposition stated, which I 
object to, as it relates merely to a mode of arriving at the rent—so that you 
might decide both propositions, and yet decide nothing. I have looked into 
the case, and I do not accept it as stated; it is not arguable as it is. 
Mr. DowpEswE t: It is the case as argued by Mr. Bovill at the sessions, 
that they were to be rated at what sum an engineer who would lay down 
these pipes would charge as remuneration for his capital. 
Mr. Boviu: My learned friend is quite mistaken that this is what I con- 
tended for at the sessions. I fortunately have the shorthand writer’s notes 
of what passed, and I am quite sure it is differeut. I have it here in print 
before me. 
Justice Crompton: It is a case agreed to on both sides, and sent from 
sessions. 
Mr. Boviiu: No, my lord, it arises in this way—it went to the sessions, 
and then there was no evidence given. It was, therefore, suggested that, 
as there was no evidence by which the sessions could state a case, the par- 
ties had better state a case under Baines’s Act; and the case was stopped 








before the opening on the part of the appellants was concluded. I certainly 
understood that all which [ stated then would be stated in the case, so as 
to enable me to argue it here. 

Justice BLACKBURN: All you asked was, that the rate should be reduced 
to 5 per cent. upon £23,000, that being the cost of the works on the sum 
which a contractor would undertake to build them for. Truly, as you say, 
it is quite untenable—you cannot contend for that. 

Mr. Boyiiu: Not as an abstract proposition. But I can contend for it in 








this way, that you may prove the facts with respect to what you can obtain 
pipes for as one mode by which to arrive at the rent. I do not ask your 
ordships for any opinion upon it now, because the facts are not before you. | 

Lord Chief Justice CockBuBN: What can we do? | 

Mr. Bovixt: I will tell your lordships how the matter stands. The case | | 
states, that if your lordships are of opinion that if the principle contended | | 
for by the appellants is right, then the rate is to stand at so much; on the || 
other hand, if the principle contended for by the respondents is right, then || 
it is to stand at so much; and, if not either, then the case is to be sent to | 
quarter sessions again. There may be another proposition—viz., that both 
the propositions in the case are right, and then there is nothing done. The || 
only course before us, is either to go back to have the facts stated, or else 
for us to pay this rate and appeal against the next. || 

Lord Chief Justice CocksuRN: The most convenient course would be to | 
have a fresh case. 

Mr. DowpEswELL: The gentleman who drew this case had the short- | | 
hand writer’s notes before him, and it is stated according to what was un- 
derstood to have taken place at sessions. Under those circumstances, as || 
acting for the parish, I should be doing wrong if I consented to give a fresh | 
ease. 1 
Mr. Bovii: I argued the case, and know what I argued; and I have the , 
shorthand writer’s notes before me. I say that, upon this case, I have no || 
facts to argue from. | 

Lord Chief Justice Cocksurn: I am afraid if they will not agree, you |, 
must pay the rate and appeal again. 

Mr. Boviit: I should have thought it would be much more convenient | 
and better for the parish to have this question settled. 

Mr. DowpEswEL: So far my learned friend’s own people stated this case. | 

Mr. Bovitt: This case does not raise the point I wish to have argued. 

Justice BLACKBURN: I am afraid you must come on the next rate, and 
raise the right point. | 


| 
| 
| 


SARRETT, Appellant ; BRADSHAW, Respondent. | 

This was a case stated by justices for the opinion of this court, and which 
raised the question, whether the appellant had been rightly convicted under 
the 72nd section of the Highway Act (the 5th and 6th Wm. IV., cap. 50) of 
the offence of wilfully obstructing a public highway. The appellant had 
obtained the permission of the surveyor to the commissioners appointed | 
under the Local Government Act (21st and 22nd Vict., cap. 98) to erect a || 
hoarding in front of his house in High Street, in the town of Wrexham. || 
This was complained of as an obstruction to the highway; and the justices | | 
held that it projected further into the highway than was necessary for the |, 
protection of the public, and so convicted the party of the offence of wilfully | | 
obstructing the highway. 

Mr. Lusu, Q.C. (with whom was Mr. SHaw), for the appellant, now con- | | 
tended that the 72nd section of the Highway Act was virtually repealed by | | 
the Local Government Act, and the Acts incorporated with it—viz., the | | 
Towns Improvement Act (10th and 11th Vict., cap. 34), and the Towns | 
Clauses Police Act (10th and 11th Vict., cap. 89); and, if even that was not | | 
the case, the appellant was not liable, inasmuch as he was licensed to erect | | 
the hoarding by the surveyor of the local commissioners. i| 

Lord Chief Justice CockBurn asked, whether it was a wilful obstruction | | 
of the highway if the appellant erected the hoarding bond fide, and with the | | 
permission of the commissioners? Must there not be a mens rea ? || 

Mr. V. WiLL1AMs (with whom was Mr. WetsBy) said, he should contend 
that, if the appellant did the act intentionally, that was sufficient. If he || 
encroached on the highway so as to obstruct the traffic, he violated the Act, | | 
notwithstanding the permission of the commissioners. 1 | 

The question turned upon the construction of several Acts of Parliament, | | 
which the Legislature had ingeniously entangled with one another; and, 
after several hours spent in the endeavour to disentangle the thread, their 
lordships came to the conclusion that it was impossible. As, however, the 
court was rather inclined to be equally divided in opinion, their lordships 
affirmed the decision of the magistrates, but without costs. 

Mr. Lusu pressed to have the decision of the court upon the construction |! 
of the statute; but 

Lord Chief Justice CockBurRN said he thought the whole morning had 
been wasted, and declined the invitation. | 

Conviction affirmed without costs. 





quick, Appellant; THE CHURCHWARDENS AND OVERSEERS OF 
st. Ives, Respondents. 
This was a case stated by justices for the opinion of this court, as to whe- 
ther the churchwardens und overseers of St. Ives had jurisdiction to make || 
a lighting-rate under these circumstances:—It appeared, the Lighting Act | | 
(3rd and 4th William IV., cap. 90) had been adopted in St. Ives, and inspec- | 
tors appointed under section 15; but, in the year 1837, the town council | 
had availed themselves of the power given to them by the 88th section of | 
the Municipal Corporations Act (5th and 6th William IV., cap. 76) to take || 
upon themselves the duties of inspectors under the Lighting Act. This 
continued for some time, when the town council, for some reason which did | 
not appear, abandoned the duty, and ceased to light the town. Inspectors | 
were then again appointed under the Lighting Act, and a lighting-rate made | 
by the churchwardens and overseers; but the appellant refused to pay this | 
rate, upon the ground that, as the town council had once made their elec- | 
tion to act as inspectors of the lighting, they had no power to abandon that | 
duty; and, consequently, that the churchwardens and overseers had no || 
jurisdiction to make the rate. 
Mr. KarsLakeE was heard in support of the rate. 
Lord Chief Justice CockBuRN said, he thought that when the town coun- 
cil had once exercised their election, that was final. 
Mr. Kinepon, who appeared for the appellant, was not called upon. 
The court gave judgment for the appellant. 








COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. | 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25. : 
(Sittings in Banco, before Lord Chief Justice ExuE, and Justices WILLES 
By es, and KEATING. 
THE LONDON GASLIGET COMPANY ¥V. THE VESTRY OF THE 
PARISH OF CHELSEA. . 

This case came on for argument upon demurrer, the facts being as here- 
after stated. On March 23, 1857, the London Gas Company entered into 
a contract with the Vestry of Chelsea for lighting the public lamps in the 
parish, exclusive of the outlying district of Kensal Town, and to repair, 
paint, and keep in repair, the lamps, lamp-posts, and fittings for a period of 
three years from the 1st of October following, subject to a proviso for sooner 
determining the same, the Vestry consenting to the company breaking up 
the streets for the purpose of laying down the necessary pipes, &c. The 
terms of lighting were, that the plaintiffs should, at their own costs and 
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|| charges, and to the satisfaction of the defendants or their surveyor, “ well 
and sufficiently light, or cause to be lighted, with gas, all the streets and 
|| other public places and passages in the parish of Chelsea, in which their 
mains were then, or might thereafter be laid, each and every night at sun- 
set, and continue lighted until sunrise, such number of public lanterns to 
be fixed upon posts, columns, or brackets provided or to be provided by the 
|| said plaintiffs, or under or in pursuance of the direction of the surveyor of 
|| the said defendants for the time being, at and after the rate of £4. 10s. for 
every lantern for a year, and so in proportion for every period less than a 
year, during which the said lanterns shall be duly supplied and lighted with 
gas, such gas to be well and sufficiently purified, so that the gas shall givea clear 
and white and brilliant light, agreeably to the true meaning of the said con- 
tract, and the light or flame to be known by the name of the large bats- 
wing burner, each burner consuming at the rate of five cubic feet of 
||gas per hour at the least, &c.” The plaintiffs also covenanted 
| | that if the said public lamps, should not be lighted by sunset, or not sup- 
| plied with gas as aforesaid, or should not be kept properly lighted until sun- 
{| rise to the satisfaction of the surveyor, or should be found by any officer of 
||the parish to be extinguished between sunset and sunrise, they would at 
|| their own charges supply such defect with oil lamps or otherwise, and that 
in case, and as often as any such neglect should occur, they would re- 
{| medy the same without delay, under a penalty of 2s. 6d. per day for each 
||and every day on which such default or neglect should continue. There 
|| were also other clauses in the agreement for securing the due performance 
| of the contract on both sides. 
The company brought their action against the parish, for the amount 
due to them under the above named contract, for gas supplied to the public 
| lamps during the year 1858, amounting to the sum of £2292, and their de- 
claration stated that they had performed all the conditions precedent on 
| their part to be performed, and had done all that was necessary to entitle 
them to payment. There was a second count in the declaration, upon an 
agreement of the same terms as the other, for the lighting of Kensal Town, 
a district within the parish of Chelsea, up to the year 1858, with the excep- 
| tion that the sum to be paid for each lamp, was to be £3 10s., and in the 
| event of the lamps not being lighted according to the agreement, the plain- 
| tiffs should pay the sum of £2 for every day on which such default should 
|, continue. 
i To this declaration the defendants pleaded—2nd, that the plaintiffs did 
not light the said lamps to the satisfaction of the defendants or their sur- 
| veyor; and 4th, that the plaintiffs did not light the said lamps at sunset, 
|| and continue them burning till sunrise; and that the light or flame was not 
|| such as is known by the name of the batswing burner. 
To these pleas, the plaintiffs demurred. 
Mr. Boviti, Q.C., and Mr. HoLianp, appeared in support of the de- 
murrer ; and Mr. Know es, Q.C., and Mr. ~ eva for the Santen. 
The plaintiffs’ points were, that the matters alleged in the second and fourth 
|| pleas afforded no answer to their claim, and did not entitle the defendants 
|| to refuse payment. That the performance of the several matters set forth 
in these pleas was not a condition precedent to the acceptance of gas by 
|| the defendants, and, at all events, was not a condition precedent to pay- 
| ment by the defendants for gas actually supplied to, and accepted by, them. 
| | That even, if the performance of the several matters set forth in the second and 
1] 














fourth pleas was a condition precedent, it appeared upon the record that the 
|| consideration of the agreement mentioned in the declaration had been exe- 
| cuted in part, and, therefore, it was not for the defendants to insist, by way 
|| of defence in this action, upon the non-performance of those things which 
were originally conditions precedent. hat the second and fourth pleas only 
|| showed, at most, a partial failure of performance by the plaintiffs of the 
| terms of the contract for which there might be compensation in damages. 
|| That the defendants had, by accepting the gas for which payment was 
| | claimed in the action, estopped themselves from setting up in this action the 
defences set forth in the second and fourth pleas. 
|| The defendants’ points were, that the second and fourth pleas traversed 
| | the fulfilment of conditions necessary to be performed by the plaintiffs, in 
|| order to entitle them to be paid in manner and to the amount provided for 
| b and by the several deeds set forth in the declaration; and that, if the 
| issue on either of these pleas were found for the defendants, the plaintiffs 
| a to recover on the quantum meruit to which a third count 
was Cirected. 


r Mr. BoviLt, in support of the demurrer, said the same question arose on 
|| the fourth as on the second plea. It could hardly reasonably be contended 
|, that the non-performance by the plaintiffs of every particular of the contract 
|| Was to deprive them of the right of action for a very heavy sum for gas 
i| supplied : and, that the omission to light a single lamp for a single night was 
|| to bar the right to recover. This case came within the principle laid down 
|| in Stavers v. Curling (3 Bing., V.C., 355). 
The learned counsel was here stopped by the Court. 


| Mr. Know es, for the defendants, said there were in this contract two 
classes of covenants: the first related to breaking-up the streets and laying 
| down mains, and on this no dispute arose; the second class of covenants 
|| belonged to the lighting. The plaintiffs covenanted to supply gas, and to 
jlight the public streets with a specified description of burner from 
i] sunset to sunrise, and to pay a fine of 2s. 6d. per lamp for every day on 
which any such lamp should not be lighted. In consideration of this, the 
| defendants covenanted to pay for each such light at the rate of £4. 10s. per 
annum. Now, it was consistent with plaintifis’ case that lights had not 
| been given according to the terms of the covenant, and that what had been 
given was worthless. It was absurd to say that there was any hardship on 
| the plaintiffs, and that if this demurrer were overruled they could not re- 
|| cover, for it was laid down in “ Smith’s Leading Cases” (notes to Cutter v. 
{ Powell), that in such an event the plaintiff might recover on a guantum 
meruit by action of indebitatus assumpsit. 


|| Justice Wines said it had been held in the Court of Exchequer, that that 
| would not apply to the case of a corporation, as in this case. 


Mr. KNow es said, as to the penalty of 2s. 6d. per light per day, it was 
|| Unreasonable to suppose that that was to satisfy the “defendante for the 
;, Omission to light a lamp throughout the year. The chief part of the con- 
|| Sideration was the covenant to light at a particular time, and in a particular 
;,manner. The defendants by their second plea rightly traversed the lighting 
||to the satisfaction of the surveyor, thereby following the words of the 
;, covenant. The next point was that the plaintiffs covenanted to supply gas 
||for combustion by batswing burner, but this did not appear, by the de- 
{| claration, to have been done, though it was a condition precedent to plain- 
| tiffs _Tights to recover. The court must look tothe material part of the 
| | consideration, which was that for the defendants promise, to pay £4 10s. 
||per light, the plaintiffs were to light the lamps from sunset to sunrise, 


\ and to supply gas of a particular quality. The learned counsel cited several 


| 
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cases in support of the various parts of his argument, and concluded by 
submitting that the court should give to the words of the covenant, their 
clear and full meaning, in which case the defendants would be entitled ot 
judgment on this demurrer. 

Chief Justice Erte: I am of opinion that the judgment of the Court 
should be for the plaintiffs. The ground of our judgment is the construc- 
tion we put upon the contract between the’ parties, as gathered from the 
terms of the instrument itself. It seems to me that the substance of the 
contract is, that the plaintiffs’ covenant to light a given number of lamps 
from sunset to sunrise, and the defendants, in consideration of their — 
so, covenant to pay to the plaintiffs, £4. 10s. for each light per annum. 
think the plaintiff's’ covenant is to light the lamps is a several covenant, and 
the defendants’ promise to pay a several promise. Even if the plaintitls 
left one lamp unlighted throughout the year, it would, I think, be contrary 
to the intention of the parties that the plaintiffs, simply from that circum- 
stance, should be defeated and deprived of the right to recover from the 
defendants for lighting the remainder of the lamps. 

Justice Wities: I am entirely of the same opinion, and for the reasons 
expressed by my Lord. The plea would be proved as it stands by simply 
gd that one lamp blown out by the wind remained unlit for half-an- 

our. 

Justice Bytes: Iam ofthe same opinion. The clearest words of condi- 
tion must yield to the intention of the parties as visible on the whole in- 
strument. This may be construed as a distributive condition, and conse- 
quently our judgment must be for the plaintiffs. 

Judgment for the plaintiffs accordingly. 





CLERKENWELL COUNTY COURT. 
MonpaAy, Aprit 30. 
(Before Mr. Serjeant Jones.) 
THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY 0. DUDLEY. 

This was an action brought by the plaintiffs to recover the sum of £50, 
for gas improperly obtained, against the defendant, William Dudley, the 
landlord of the Butcher’s Arms, New Cattle Market, Caledonian Road. 

Mr. Cox appeared for the plaintifis, and Mr. Warranp for the defendant. 

From the evidence, it appeared that the defendant entered into a 
contract to burn the plaintifis’ gas, one of the conditions being that the 
service-pipe should not be removed. On the 13th of December last, the 
meter was inspected, and it was then found that there were 13 pints of 
water wanted to properly charge the meter, the effect of which was, that 
the index would not properly register. When the meter was inspected in 
September, it was properly charged with water. The meter was fixed in a 
damp cellar, and the evaporation would not be more than one pint. The 
meter was taken to the company’s works, and inspected in the presence of 
the defendant, when it was found that a hole had been made in the valve, 
so that the gas could not register. It must have taken considerable force 
to have made the hole, and the hole could not have been made had not the 
service-pipe been disconnected. Mr. Hersey, the chief inspector, had made 
an estimate, and found that the defendant, for 34 lights, should have paid 
£102, instead of which he had only paid £22. The company offered to 
forego all claims, if the defendant would give up the name of the party who 
made the hole, but he would not do so. 

Verdict for the plaintifls, £50, with costs. 





Miscellaneous News. 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the London 
Tavern, on Friday evening, April 27—Mr. Tuomas Dakrn in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Massey) read the notice convening the meeting, and 
the seal of the company was aflixed to the register of proprietors. 

The following report of the directors, and the statements of account an- 
nexed, were taken as read :— 

Gentlemen,—In conformity with the desire of the shareholders, at the meeting in 
October last, the directors beg to submit their report, together with the balance- 
sheet and half-yearly accounts (duly audited and approved by the auditors appointed | 
by the corporation for that purpose) thus early, that the shareholders may be in pos- 
session of the views of the board generally, as well as the results of the manufac- 
turing and distribution accounts for the year ending Christmas last. 

On reference to the revenue account, it will be seen that the rental for the past 
twelve months amounted to £61,101. 7s. 7d., showing an increase of £2,670. 1s. 11d. 
over the corresponding twelve months of 1858, and £5382. over that of 1857—results 
your directors cannot view otherwise than as most satisfactory. 

The amount available for dividend is £4827. 15s. 2d., after deducting £3600 for 
wear and tear of works, plant, and machinery ; £927 for new roof to retort-house ; 
and a further sum of £997. 16s. 1d. paid for renewing retort-benches, besides all 
other expenses and charges incidental to the general working of the company. The 
directors recommend a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, free of income- 
tax, be paid on and after the 28th day of May next; this will leave a balance of 
£523. 15s. 2d., to be carried over to the credit of next half year. 

The directors have the satisfaction of reporting that the works and plant generally 
are in a good state of repair and condition for the effective and economical manufac- 
ture of gas. 

The quality of gas supplied during the year has been highly satisfactory, as cer- 
tified by Dr. Letheby. in his report to the Commissioners of Sewers in February last. 
Extract from which is appended :— 

“‘ To the Honourable Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 

«¢«Gentlemen,—I have the honour to submit my quarterly report of the illuminating 
power and chemical quality of the gas supplied to the City of London by the Great 
Central Gas Consumers’ Company. 

«In the course of the last three months, 246 experiments have been made on the 
gas, and the average illuminating power, w hen tested in accordance with the Act of 
Parliament instructions, from an argand burner of 15 holes with a 7-inch chimney, 
and burning at the rate of 5 cubic feet per hour, has been equal to that of 13°55 
sperm candles, or 15°49 wax—each burning at the rate of 120 grains per hour. This 
is just 29 per cent. above the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 

«The chemical quality of the gas has becn equally satisfactory, as regards the 
absence of the grosser impurities—ammonia, sulphuretted hydrogen, and foetid tar 
matter. 

‘ Guildhall, Feb. 14, 1860.” 

You will, no doubt, have observed in the public prints that a fire took place in the 
month of February last, in Wood Street, Cheapside, and that it is alleged such fire was 
occasioned in the course of laying down a service-pipe of this company into the house 
of a consumer just changing from one of the other companies. Notice of a large 
demand, in consequence, has been given to your directors, who are assured that, as 
this company was performing an operation of common occurrence, and with the 
usual and proper precautions, no liability lies at their door. 

Four of your directors, Messrs. Dakin, Gabriel, Warren, and Bennoch, retire, in 
conformity with the provisions of the Companies’ Clauses Consolidation Act, and, 
being eligible for re-election, offer themselves accordingly. 
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The Cuarmman said: Gentlemen, it is very satisfactory to your directors 
that they have been able to adopt the recommendation made to them by 
the shareholders at the last half-yearly meeting of the company, and send 
out the report along with the accounts. The auditors very kindly assented 
to that plan, although, hitherto, with very great jealousy, they have looked 
at the accounts as issuing from themselves, and have sent them direct to 
the shareholders. But, when we represented to them your wish, that the 
report of the directors should accompany the accounts, they allowed us to 
_ it on the same sheet, that it might be circulated at the same time. 

his is the plan which will aiso be adopted for the future, and we think it 
will be satisfactory to the shareholders at large. The auditors are very 
careful at the present time upon matters of account; and we are are all 
painfully alive to the necessity of vigilance in this respect. Gentlemen, 
the general operations of the company, as described in this report, will, I 
think, be considered highly gratifying. The supply of gas has been abun- 
dant, the quality has been good, there has been a pleasing absence of all 
complaints, the general working of the company has been satisfactory, and 
there is a considerable addition to our gas rental. The balance-sheet in 
your hands will disclose the following matters. Turning to the debit side 
of the balance-sheet, you will see that the capital and debentures of the 
company are precisely in the same condition that they were in last year— 
that is to say, that no further capital has been called up on account of the 
company. But you will see that the amount due to creditors aud bills pay- 
able exceeds by about £14,000—the amount for the same items last half 
year. This is due to the changed position of the company. We were then 
receiving gas from a contractor; we are now a maunfacturing company 
with all the incidents pertaining to it. We have,on the other hand, a much 
larger credit for cash at bankers, stock of coal, coke, stores, meters, sundry 
products, and gas-rents; so that we have a larger amount on the credit side 
of the balance-sheet, to compensate for the larger amount of creditors and 
bills payable. The addition to the expenditure of the company since this 
time last year, you will see in the item “ By land, works, and plant.” Last 
year, it was £210,973; this year it is £215,989. The difference is shown in 
the following items of expenditure—various plant and machinery taken 
from Messrs. Prior, under award of arbitrator, and now employed in the 
manufacture of gas, £1582. 2s.; the erection of scrubbers, a very important 
addition to the works, which have very much increased the products in the 
shape of ammoniacal liquor, and thereby added several hundred pounds to 
the income of the company, £1100; the erection of lavatory and dining- 
room, which I spoke about last time as being very serviceable to our work- 
men, £416; raising the walls of the retort-house, £300; engineers and sur- 
veyors, £170. 11s, 7d.; turntable and cylinder casing, and sundry additions 
to plant, £142. 2s.; the governor station at Aldgate, £476. 14s. 8d., which is 
a very material help in the distribution of gas in the City, and by which a 
considerable saving of gas is effected; mains, £113. 12s. 6d.; services, 
£564. 7s. 1d.; meters, £473. 13s. 3d.; making a total of £5230. 0s. 9d. 
From this has to be deducted the old iron, &c., sold, £213. 19s. 9d.; leaving 
the total addition to plant in 1859 at £5016. 1s., and thereby explaining the 
difference between the “ Land, works, and plant” account of last year, and 
as it en in the present balance-sheet. Turning to the revenue account, 
you will perceive that the gas rental for the year is £61,101. 7s.7d.; the cor- 
responding rental for last year was £58431. 5s. 8d., showing an increase of 
£2670. 1s. 11d., coming after a much larger increase, of 1857, of £5383. 
These two together, as being the increase of the two last years, is very 
satisfactory as to the quantity of gas sold. We have to-day had before us 
the rental for the quarter ending at Lady-day, and that rental shows a 
further corresponding increase in amount. The other items in the ac- 
count are not capable of comparison for the change in the condition 
of the company to a manufacturing company, from one buying gas 
makes, of course, a corresponding change in the items of wages, &c.; 
but those items, which run on all fours with past accounts, are very 
much of the same character as those of the previous year. With regard 
to the general question of manufacture, I stated six months ago that 
we had only had a few months’ experience; but I may now inform you that 
the experience we have had during eleven months of last year and three 
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months of this year leads us to the conclusion that the cost of gas manu- 
facture will be something like 3d. per 1000 in excess of what we have been 
accustomed to pay. But you will see in the balance-sheet that we have taken 
a much larger sum for wear and tear, and for keeping up in an effective 
state the manufacturing plant of the company. We are determined that 
that shall not be neglected; that we will have the manufacturing stock in 
a most perfect and efficient state; and that we will likewise have an efficient 
reserve for wear and tear, which shall secure the company against any 
sudden demand which might at some future time interfere with the amount 
available for dividend. You will see that we have put down £3600 in the 
debit side of the balance-sheet for wear and tear, and we have expended 
£2257 on the works during the past year. You will perceive by the report 
of Dr. Letheby that the quality of the gas supplied has been very superior, 
and that its illuminating power and purity have been highly satisfactory. 
There is another matter which I am desirous of naming to you, and that is, 
that we shall, during the coming year, be under the necessity of changing 
the mode of purifying the gas at the works. I dare say many of the share- 
holders may have seen, by a report in the papers, that the Poplar Board of 
Health has been, not for the first time, insisting upon a change in the mode 
of purifying our gas, so as to avoid what they consider is a nuisance in their 
neighbourhood. We had been accustomed to think that, going to Bow 
Common, surrounded on all sides by manufactures of an offensive character 
—blood and bone-boilers—our operations would be considered comparatively 
innocuous, and would not be objected to. However, the authorities of 
Poplar have, on several occasions, applied to the magistrates on the subject, 
in order to get the particular mode of purification adopted by us changed 
for the dry method of purification. They have likewise refused us what 
would be a great convenience to our works, and an economical arrangement 
in the course of our manufacture—the permission to lay down a pipe to the 
canal, which would enable us to send our ammoniacal liquor ond tar direct 
into the barges, instead of having to incur the expense of cartage, as we 
now do. They have refused us this permission, until we consented to make 
the change in our mode of purifying the gas, which we shall now be able to 
obtain. The change will also effect some considerable saving in the water 
supply; so that, putting the two together, with the amount we shall have 
to expend under this head, £2500, I think it will be met by the correspond- 
ing advantages of access to the canal and a saving of water. At any rate, we 
think, as there is a strong feeling on the matter, we ought to do all that science 
enables us to do, in order to make our works as satisfactory to the public 
as possible. There is also another matter which I dare say you are all ex- 
pecting to hear something about—viz., the fire in Wood Street. You are 
aware that, in the exercise of our business, we were connecting the house 
of Messrs. Morley, in Wood Street, by an arrangement with that firm; that 
during the operation a fire occurred of a very destructive character; and 
that the verdict of a coroner's jury, at an inquest held soon afterwards, has 
declared that it was owing to a want of sufficient care on the part of the 
company's workmen. In consequence of the verdict of that coroner’s jury, 
the fire-office has made a claim upon this company to recoup their loss, and 
they claim a sum of between £60,000 and £70,000. Now, gentlemen, the 
directors believe that the verdict of the coroner’s jury is not one that we 
ought to regard as serious. We were advised by our legal officer that we 
should make that an ex-parte statement, and not offer any evidence on that 
occasion, or make any statement, but reserve all action that we may 
have to take for another court before which I believe this matter will come. 
We are advised, on the highest authority, that we have a complete answer 
to the claim, and that when the proper time comes, we shall be able to show 
that we were doing our work with experienced workmen and in a superior 
manner, so as to shield us altogether from the charge which has been made 
against us. Indeed, if the fire-offices which are paid year after year large 
premiums for the protection of persons from accident by fire—if they are 
to come in after receiving those premiums, and make a claim upon a gas 
company to escape their loss, it will affect gas property in a most serious 
manner, and make it necessary that gas companies should take some steps 
to protect themselves from having such losses cast upon them. This meet- 
ing, however, will not expect me to go into any particulars, and it would not 
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be advisable that I should do so. Our legal authorities state that, in their 
opinion, we should reserve our case entirely until it comes before the proper 
tribunal; but I may say ee that we are advised, on the highest le 
authority, that we have an effectual and good answer to this claim. Gentle- 
men, there is one other matter which I wish to mention to you, and it is 
this—there is a bill now before Parliament, promoted by the parishes and 
vestries of the metropolis with the object of putting the entire gas inis- 
tration of the metropolis under one uniform system. That bill has been 
introduced by Sir John Shelley, Mr. Locke, and Mr. ng, and it includes 
this company in its proposed action. We consider that that bill contains 
clauses which, if adopted by the Legislature, would affect this company in- 
juriously, and we have therefore deemed it our duty to present a petition 
against it, so as to place ourselves before the House of Commons for the 
protection of our interests, and to insure that if any change takes nen 
which may very likely take place, for the advantage of the public at large, 
we shall be in a position to be heard in defence of our rights, and to put the 
matter in the best possible form. Iam in great hopes that when that bill 
comes before a committee of the House of Cmament, all matters relating to 
gas administration will be so dealt with that, while the public interests are 
advanced, the proper claims of vad proprietors will not be overlocked in the 
change. I do not know that I have any further remarks to make. I shall 
be happy to answer any questions which may be put to me, and shall only 
eo be leave to move, “That the report and accounts be received and 
adopted. 
. Alderman and Sheriff GaBrrex seconded the resolution. 

A Proprietor; I should like to know how it is that the law charges are 
nearly £500. 

The Cuarrman: You will recollect that we had an arbitration with 
Messrs. Prior last year aud the beens of this year, which was referred 
to the Recorder of London, and that circumstance has increased the law 
charges to the present amount, £497. It is the year’s account of law charges. 

The Proprirtor: I want to ask a few questions about these accounts, 
for they are so jumbled together that I defy any accountant to unravel 
them. I know I have tried to do so in vain. I find here is an item of 
“ Bad debts and allowances, £1250,” which is 2 per cent. upon our rental. 
How many collectors have you? 

The CuarrMAN: We have three. 

The Proprietor: And how are they paid, by commission or salary? 

The CuarrMan: By salary. 

The Proprietor: I thought so, or you would never have had 2 per 
cent in these accounts for bad debts. It is a disgrace to a company, and I 
must say there is some neglect on the part of those persons who have to 
look after these things, or you would not have so large an amount written 
off for this item. And then again, when I look at the balance-sheet, I find 
that at the end of the year there was half the amount of our gas rental out- 
standing. Our rental is £61,000, and on the 31st of December last, our “ gas 
rents and arrears were £30,420.” Now, I say that in carrying on the ope- 
rations of a gas company, these things should not exist, because persons are 
in and out, and if there is neglect on the of our officers in collecting 
the rental, the company must suffer. You have also taken for sundry 
charges, £5441. 8s. 8d., and a further sum of £5857. 18s. 9d. for repairs and 
depreciation, of which you credit the capital account £3600. Perhaps the 
chairman can explain these items, for it is impossible for us to find out 
what they mean. Then you say, “ Bills payable;” are these accommoda- 
tion bills? You also charge interest on debentures, which I contend is on 
the wrong side. Those are my questions. 

The CuarrMAN: I will take them in order. You first ask with respect to 
bad debts and allowances. No one can regret more than we do the neces- 
sity for this item to appear in the accounts; but I beg to state that, if the 
gentleman who has put this question will look at the statistics of all the 
metropolitan gas companies, he will find that we do not exceed others in 
the amount of bad debts. There was then a question asked with regard to 
the purchases and manufacturing charges, £5441. 8s. 8d. These are trade 
purchases, and I will give you all the items making up the amount: [The 
|| chairman read over the list of charges.] You see they are for commodities 
|| necessary to carry on the trade and business of the company, and without 
which you could do nothing at all. The more business we have to do, the 
more charges shall we have in this respect. With regard to the £8600, that 
is put aside in the balance-sheet as a reserve, apart from the manufacturing 
operations of the company. 

The Proprietor: As part of the capital account? 

The Cuarrman: Yes. Besides that, during the year we have expended 
upon the works £2257. 18s. 9d., making the £5857. 18s. 9d., as you will find 
| it, on the debit side of the account. 
|| The Proprietor: I cannot make it so. 
| The Cuarrman: You then referred to the amount due on bills payable, 
| | £16,542. 15s. 8d. That is for coals, which we pay for by bills at three 

months date; and this sum represents what was due on the 31st of Decem- 
|| ber. 








But then we have against this the gas rental, due at the same time, 
|| £30,420. 17s. 9d., of which £20,000 was for the quarter ending Christmas, 
| | and which we had not had the opportunity of asking for a penny of. The 
| | Temaining £10,000 was for arrears of the previous quarter, the public lamps, 
|| nd other things. If the honourable proprietor knew the difficulties we 
|| have in this respect, and the attention which is constantly paid by the board 
|| of directors to those accounts, and the efforts they make to get hen in, he 
|| would not make the charges he has done. We have customers who, if we 
|| press beyond a certain limit for their accounts, as they have facilities for 
|| change, say, “‘ If you will not give us such and such credit ”"—and they are 
|| very large customers, too—“ we will go to another company.” We have, 
therefore, to do all we can for the interests of the company, as well, on the 
one hand, to avoid making bad debts, and, on the other, not to lose our 
|| Customers. 

The Proprietor: You say, in the revenue account, “To arbitrator's 
award, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th instalments.” You are taking a charge here 
of two years. Is that Croll’s award? 

The CuyarrMaAn: The award of Mr. Croll stands in this way:—We have 

id two years £2079. 13s. 2d., for the years 1858 and 1859. This year we 

ave paid £1039. 16s. 7d., being half that amount, and we have a further 

sum of the like amount to pay for this year. Then we shall have another 

ted + the sum of £2079, and after that we have £1039 a year to pay 
i i 

The Proprietor: I wish to rectify one statement of yours. You say 
that all the other metropolitan gas companies have bad debts in the same 
proportion as yours? 
||. The CHarrman: I believe I am correct, with one exception, and that is 

the City Gas Company; and, when I state this, gentlemen must remember 
|| that this company has had to struggle into existence as an opposition com- 
pany, and that we have had for ten years to work our way amidst difficul- 
ties. We have not the large establishments in the City to supply, as the 











old company has; we have a greater number of accounts from which to get 
our rental, and consequently a larger amount of bad debts must accrue. 
But, with this exception, I believe—at least, so I am informed—that if you 
take the whole of the metropolitan gas companies, there is not one in which 
the bad debts are not 2 per cent. ¢ 

The Proprirror: I happen to know one adjoining your own, and which 
is supplying a poor district, but their bad debts do not amount to 1 per 
cent. 

The Cuarrman: There, again, they have no opposition. I except those 
companies where there is districting, because there ple have no oppor- 
tunity of getting into debt. I mean those under the same conditions as 
ourselves, 

The Proprietor: But you must recollect that the other is a migratory 
district, and yours is a stationary one. I think, too, you have something 
like 6000 customers, whereas they have something like 16,000. 

The Cuainman: Are you alluding to the Commercial Company ? 

The Proprietor: Yes. 

The CuarrMAn: Because they are totally different to ourselves; they have 
no opposition in their district—the cases are totally different. 

Mr. Kerry: The answers which you, Sir, have given to some of the 
questions are quite satisfactory, but I am sure the sense of the directors 
and yourself will permit me to press this bad debts affair rather further. I 
would first ask you whether, in the £61,000 rental, the £1250 is included 
as of the gas sold. I apprehend it is. 

he CHAIRMAN: Yes, those are all the bad debts and allowances in the 
rent of the year. That is a gross sum. 

Mr. Kerry: As the gentleman who has just spoken has remarked, it is 
rather an extraordinary method of management to have half the amount of 
one’s transactions during the year standing in the ledger in the shape of 
debts due. You certainly gave a very reasonable excuse for your bad debts 
being larger than the Commercial Gas Company’s, when you said that their 
customers had no power to leave them; but still, I do think it cannot be 
necessary to have half the amount of one year’s transactions, in the — 
of debts, in the books. You tell me that for your purchases ¢- accept bills 
at three months, and it isa “—— good plan; but then, I think, you ought to 
be paid in the same manner. To give credit to the extent you do, is one of 
the most frightful sources of bad debts which a company can experience. 
I am quite sure, sir, I may appeal to you, and say that,in your private com- 
mercial capacity, you would consider 2 per cent. bad debts upon the annual 
amount of business done would be something very near approximating to 
ruin; and I am sure, therefore, you will pardon me for pressing this subject 
upon you as chairman of this company. I do think there is great inatten- 
tion on the part of some one, in not looking after those persons who are 
willing to pay. I know for myself that at this time I have two heavy quar- 
ters gas-rent due, and I am not the person to turn away the collector when 
he calls. No doubt there are other persons in the same position as myself. 
You say that you have large customers whom you are apprehensive of 
losing, if you make applications to them for payment of their gas-rents. 
Well, Mr. Chairman, it seems fo me hardly possible that men engaged in 
extensive commercial pursuits, would be offended by so very reasonable an 
application being made to them. Iam anxious to press this matter par- 
ticularly upon you, because, so long as we have anything like so large a 
sum as £1200, or anything approximating to it, written off our revenue ac- 
count for bad debts, it is er impossible we should ever receive a fair 
dividend on the capital invested in this undertaking. You have explained 
one matter which it was on my mind to ask you about—that is, with re- 
pe to the cost of gas to yourselves now you have become manufacturers. 

t seems very clear that you are not or have not been able hitherto to 
manufacture gas anything like as cheap as you formerly purchased it. The 
result is, that this balance-sheet seems to ow a great paucity of profit be- 
yond that of any former period, and, I think, it would be hardly ible to 
find any other commercial concern, where so large an amount of capital is 
employed, and where the profit is only £7000, or not quite 10 per cent., 
upon the amount of business done. The only method of meeting this diffi- 
-~ will, I apprehend, be either to force on, if it be possible, the rental, or, 
on the other hand, to reduce the expenses. (Hear, hear.) In addition to 
the excess, which has been referred to on the solicitors’ charges, there is an 
excess in several other matters. The salaries, for instance, are £300 more 
than they were last year, though, I dare say, that can be explained. 

The CHarrMAN: That is a manufacturing charge, and I have explained 
that point. 

Mr. Kerry: I think it does not touch that. 

The Cuatrman: Ohyesit does. The salary of the manager alone is £250 
a year, which is an expense we did not incur when we were not manufac- 
turers. Salaries are payments to officers: wages are the payments to the | 
men. The salary of £250 which is paid to the manager is very well earned, | 
I assure you, for a more diligent and faithful manager it would be impos- 
sible to have. 

Mr. Kerry: I will not detain you longer, but will simply express a hope 
that you will put on the serew a little, and endeavour to make your debtors 
pay up more promptly, so as to allow you more capital to work with, and 
thus enable you to pay ready money to my! tradespeople and get discounts. 

The CHarrMAN: In answer to what fallen from the honourable pro- 
prietor, I would say it is one of the great points the directors have in view, 
to get in the gas rents as promptly as possible. They knew very well, | 
as men of business, that to allow these rents to aceumulate beyond the 
proper time for collecting them is the way to make bad debts, and I assure 
you that it is the weekly effort of the board to get this matter into a better 
state. I may state that within the last fortnight a circular has been sent to 
all those who are two quarters in arrear. Our instructions to the collectors 
week after week is, to urge the payments of those who are in arrear, and 
when we find that their efforts are unsuccessful, we send a man with the 
irons to cut off the supply. We make, as I say, every effort, but so long as 
there is the means of going from one company to another, we are obliged to 
use a little care, in order to avoid losing some good customers who have 
unfortunately got that theory into their heads that it is right to keep the 
money in their pockets as long as they can, although it belongs to some one 
else. With respect to the amount of gas rent due at Christmas, it must be 
remembered that, as I said before, about £20,000 had only just come into 
account, and there had been no possibility of collecting a penny of it. It 
seems a large amount of rental to have in arrear, but then the Christmas 
quarter is a third of the whole year’s rental, and that was hardly then 
made up. 

Mr. You say you cut off the gas from those parties who do not 
pay their arrears; is that plan followed up? 

The CHarrMAN: Yes. 

Mr. Smira: Would it not be possible to come to some amicable arrange- 
ment with the other companies in reference to this point? and would it not 
be possible to pay the collectors a per centage, instead of a salary? 
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b A PRoprieror said he had reason to believe that some persons were 


never called upon for their gas rentals. He knew of one case in the neigh- 
bourhood of Blackfriars, where a consumer, who had not been called on for 
three quarters, was threatened that, if he did not pay up at once, his gas 
would be cut off. 

ANOTHER PRopRIETOR said he could give a case in which a consumer, 
who was twelve months in arrear with bis gas-rent, called at the office to 
pay the money, but could not get a receipt for it. 

The Cuarrman: I should like to know the names of the parties referred 
to, that I may make inquiry into the circumstances. I have no doubt that, 
when such a case as the last comes to be looked into, it will be found that, 
ey the person wanted to pay something less than the proper charge. 

here is no doubt that, where there are 6000 accounts, here and there a mis- 
take will occur; but that such a case should arise in which a person, being 
twelve months in arrear, calls to pay it, and cannot get a receipt for his 
money, I cannot conceive it possible. 

Mr. Prircnarp said he could give another case, in confirmation of those 
just referred to. A tenant of his, in Rood Lane, had no application made 
to him for his gas-rent for fifteen or eighteen months, and the day after he 
was called upon for the amount due, he was threatened that, if it was not 
paid at once, his gas would be cut off. He (Mr. Pritchard) wrote to the 
secretary, and got that operation suspended; but he could not but think 
that there was a want of arrangement in the company’s affairs, or a case 
like this would not occur. 

- The CHarrRMAN (having referred to Mr. Wild, the accountant): I am 
told that, in the last case referred to, the collector called constantly 
without being able to obtain his money. We must recollect there are 
always two sides to a question. 

Mr. PritcHarD said, the gentleman had only a counting-house at the 
premises, and perhaps was not at home when the collector called; but still, 
the housekeeper would take in the account if it had been left. 

The CuHarrMan: I can very easily imagine that a threat to cut off the 
gas would be made if, after = calling, the collector did not find this 
gentleman at his office. believe all these cases could be most 
satisfactorily answered if the true circumstances were known. The 
directors of this company have the question of the arrears up before them, 
every time they meet; the collectors are called up from time to time, and 
every diligence is used to get the accounts in; but it is one of the most 
difficult matters to compass. The case last referred to is an illustration of 
it. A gentleman who takes our gas is never to be found during the hours 
of business; the accounts are left in his letter-box, and, not having been 
settled at the end of many months, the gas is threatened to be cut off. 

Mr. PrircHarp: There was no account left. 

The CHarrMan: I beg to say, the accountant tells me that the gas had 
been cut off to this very gentleman’s offices a year before, for non-payment, 
but had been put on again. 

Another Proprietor said, he thought, before a second quarter’s rent 
was due, the consumer should be written to. 

The Cuarrman: We have had under consideration the putting of our 
collectors upon a different footing. Instead of paying them a salary, 
we have thought of giving them a commission—a good commission—and 
then making them responsible for the uncollected part of the rental by a 
reduction; and, I dare say, this plan will be carried out before we meet again. 
A Proprietor: I should like to have some information respecting the 
item “ Rents, rates, and charges, £2054. 16s. 10d.” 

The CuHarrman: I think my honourable friend, Mr. Kerry, could 
rhaps, enlighten the meeting on that point, as, representing the ward of 
ishopsgate, he must know something of the ag gang upon which the 
rates are calculated in that parish. For myself, I can only say that it 
appears as if water and gas companies have been thought to be proper 
objects of impressment, with regard to rates and taxes; and we find that, 
in the various parishes, we get our rates increased continually. We have 
now the case of the parish of Bishopsgate, where they wish to make us pay 
six or eight times as much as we think they are entitled to charge. Not 
content with assessing us on the value of the land passed through, they 
want to associate with the pipes the gross rental of the company, and rate 
us in that way. We have paid half of the amount we are charged in that 
werd, and have disputed the remainder. I asssure you it is a hard 
necessity, and not a luxury, in which the directors indulge, when they pay 
these large sums for rates. But I may say that the £2054 includes the 
income-tax, which, in the last balance-sheet, was not carried to account. Last 
year it was £1731 without the income-tax—this year it is £2054 with the 
income-tax; therefore, the increase in this item is not not so large as at 
first sight it would seem. 

Another Proprietor complained of the smallness of the dividend recom- 
mended in the report, and referred to the heavy charges which the company 
had had to sustain during the whole ten years of its existence. He ex- 
pressed a hope that the directors would do something to place the company 
in a more enviable position than it had been. 

The motion for the adoption of the dividend was then put and carried. 
Mr. Austin proposed the re-election of Mr. Dakin, their respected chair- 
man, and in doing so said, he did not think the shareholders should rate the 
prosperity of the company by the amount of dividend which they received. 
(A laugh.) Many of those now present had attended meetings of the com- 
pany when 8 and 10 per cent. dividends were declared; but the question 
with him was, whether those dividends were as fairly earned as the present 
5 oe cent. was. There were many charges now placed against revenue 
which, in his opinion, ought to have been there long before; and he believed 
they would ultimately reap the advantage of it. There was an old saying 
— Sweet are the uses of adversity”; and he hoped the Great Central Com- 
pany would realize the truth of it. During the last year, a great additional 
onus had been cast upon the directors; they had been obliged to become 
makers of gas, and in his opinion they had done well in the performance of 
their new duties. If Mr. Croll could not make gas at a certain price, while 
allowing the company’s property to get into bad repair, the directors had 
certainly done well if they had been able to do so at a very little increase 
upon that price, and at the same time keeping the works in good condition. 
He hoped, from time to time, the charges which had been alluded to by 
previous speakers would be diminished, and that the company would find 
their annual receipts considerably increased. 

The motion for the re-election of the chairman was put by Alderman 
Gabriel, and carried unanimously. 

The other retiring directors, Messrs. Gabriel, Bennoch, and Warren, were 
then severally re-elected, and the sum of £1000 was voted for the remune- 
ration of the board. 

Mr. Kerry moved a vote of thanks to the directors. The meeting, he 
said, had been a little severe, but not improperly so, upon the board, and 
the remarks made had been received in a very proper manner, while the 
chairman had given all the information in his power in reply to the various 








questions proposed to him. For his own part, he could not but express 
himself satisfied with the explanations given, and therefore he had much 
pleasure in moving—“ That the best thanks of the meeting be given to the 
chairman and directors for their services during the past half year.” 

The motion was seconded, and carried unanimously. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I am quite sure you will believe me when I 
say that this large meeting returning thanks to the directors is very grati- 
fying to them. For myself, and the worthy sheriff, as well as for the other 
gentlemen re-elected, I may add that we are very much obliged to you for 
this renewed mark of your confidence. We have been in your service, and 
in the service of the public, for ten years, and this year has been the turn- 
ing point in our existence. We have this year only attained the position 
that we ought to have been in from the beginning. If we had been our own 
manufacturers, and conducted our own affairs from the beginning, we 
should have avoided many losses and discouragements which have fallen 
upon us. But we must all recollect that this company was founded by the 
energy, industry, and skill of two gentlemen—one the engineer of the com- 
pany, who had everything to look for in it as founding his own fame and 
fortune. He went before a committee of the House of Commons, and con- 
fronted the old gas companies; he placed facts before the committee, and 
convinced them that this company could be built upon gas manufactured 
at 1s. 43d. per 1000, so as to make a return to the shareholders, keep the 
plant in good repair, and carry on a prosperous trade. In that we have 
been deceived; the committee of the House of Commons was deceived; and 
the public was deceived. We were deceived, but we have now learned our 
experience. The proprietors must recollect this; and, if they recollect also 
the difficulties es had to get over in separating ourselves from that 
gentleman, in carrying out the experiment upon which we got our bill, the 
difficulties with our second contractors, and taking the works into our own 
hands in the midst of all these drawbacks, you must be convinced that we 
are not indifferent to your interests, nor altogether unsuccessful in our 
efforts. We are now on a firm foundation, and, though the cost of gas is 
greater than we were led to expect, I think, hereafter, unless our experience 
may be somewhat changed, we may reasonably expect to have a small in- 
crease in price. I believe this, that you, as proprietors of a manufacture 
which is uncertain in its hold—because science may open up fresh means 
of lighting, and dispossess gas property of its present position—that you 
have a right to a larger per centage than you have got. I think that gas 
property should not pay less than 7 per cent., and that, in fairness, it should 
pay even 10 per cent. We must, however, do the best in the circumstances 
in which we are placed. No efforts of ours shall be wanting to carry 
on the manufacture with the greatest economy, to maintain the quality of 
the article we supply, to increase the rental, to avoid bad debts, and, in 
every way we can, to promote the prosperity of the company. And I must 
appeal to this large meeting, that, when we meet you to render an account 
of our proceedings, you should take into account all those difficulties to 
which I have alluded, and give us the benefit of your assistance in forward- 
ing the interests of the concern. If you do so,I believe that, before long, 
our united efforts will result in bringing the affairs of the company into a 
most prosperous condition. We shall have, during the next six months, a 
very anxious time from this unfortunate matter to which I have alluded. 
We shall most vigorously defend ourselves from what we believe to be a 
most unfair charge; and we cannot think that the law, which is believed to 
be “ the perfection of common sense,” will fix upon a gas company the con- 
sequences which ought to be met by the insurance companies, which are 
paid for that risk. With regard to the other question—that of the general 
administration of gas in the metropolis, which will be before a committee of 
the House of Commons—your directors will be alive to its sittings, and will 
do all they can to defend your interests, as well as the interests of the con- 
sumers of gas in the City of London and the metropolis at large. The 
thanks you have just accorded to us will be a stimulus, if any were wanted, 
to induce us to continue our exertions with unremitting zeal. 

A Prorrirtor: Will the price of gas be advanced ? 

Alderman and SheriffGaBrRiEL: At present, we have no power to increase 
the price; our Act of Parliament will not allow us to do it. 

Mr. Kerry: Have you the will? 
Alderman and Sheriff GAsrieL: We have the will to have a larger divi- 
dend. The proceedings then terminated. 


WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY (LIMITED). 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held, on Thursday last, at the Offices of the Company, Argyll Street, 
Regent Street, London—Francis Witt1AM Russe x, Esq., M.P., chairman 
of the board of directors, in the chair. J 

The Secretary (Mr. S. Barber) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and also the report of the directors, which is as follows:— 

The directors beg to lay before the meeting the audited statements of account, 
showing the result of the company’s working for the half year ended 31st 
December last. 

After carrying the usual sum of £1000 to the reserve fund, and paying all charges, 
the balance to the credit of profit and loss (including £375. 7s. 3d. brought forward } 
from the half year ended June, 1859), amounts to £8192. 12s. 3d. | 

The directors recommend that a dividend be declared for the half year at the rate | | 
of 7 per cent. per annum, or of 7s. per A share (£10 paid), and 4d. per new B share | | 
(10s. paid at date of of the accounts), free of income-tax; and that the surplus of 
£757. 3s. 11d. be carried forward to the next account. | 

The business of the company continues to progress satisfactorily. 

To provide'for the extensions that may from time to time be necessary of ss 

} 








works at Kensal Green, the directors have agreed to take a lease, for 99 years, of six 
acres of the land adjoining the company’s present freehold, at a rent of £15 per acre. 

A bill has been brought into the House of Commons by Sir John Shelley, member 
for Westminster, ‘“‘ For Better Regulating the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis.”’ | 
The bill, at present, contains some objectionable clauses ; but the directors are fully | 
confident that it will be so improved by the select committee to which it has been 
referred, that the rights of the company will be secured, while the public will 
obtain ali reasonable protection. 

The Crarran said they had a copy of the accounts which should be 
read; they were open for the inspection of any of the shareholders. 7 

The Secretary then read a detailed account of the company s working 
for the half year ended Dee. 31, last, showing a balance to credit of profit 
and loss of £8192. 12s, 8d. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said he should not 
trespass much on their time; he should say that the report could not be much 
more simple and concise in its terms than it was. He was happy to inform 
them that the company had progressed favourably, and that the anticipa- 
tions which had been formed—never very sanguine—had been fully 
realized, and also that the possession of that district which they (the 
directors) considered so valuable a one, had been secured, and which fully 
redeemed the character which the directors had before given of it. The report 
alluded to their obtaining some land. Asa company, they should have preferred 
having freehold property ; but, unfortunately forthem, the powers of the owner 
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of the land did not admit of its being sold; but they had got a lease for 99 
ears, at £15 an acre,and they must let aay afterwards take care of itself. 
This being so, he did not think the company had any particular reason to 
regret not being obliged to purchase that land, because he believed they had 
made a very good arrangement. He thought it would be found perfectly 
satisfactory, and it would give them a space of ground upon which they 
could build some houses for the accommodation of their labourers, so as to 
place their people in a position in which they could command their services, 
for he (the chairman) thought large companies of that kind must consider 
the comfort and health and respectability of their servants—(hear, hear) — 
especially when they could do it without injury to the circumstances of the 
company. He had to mention that a bill had been drawn, which Sir John 
Shelley had introduced, after long preparation; that bill contained a parlia- 
mentary admission of great importance to them, for it admitted the princi- 
ple of separate districts. That seemed to be acknowledged by their very 
opponents as a good arrangement; and he was quite sure that, if it was 
good for the public at large, it was certainly so for gas companies, because 
it would put an end to a system which had been dexterously managed by 
different parishes to their (the company’s) great detriment. The parishes 
put them up to auction, and knocked them down at the lowest price. Other 
points in this bill were very objectionable, but they had got a fair and 
honourable committee, to whom the whole question would be referred, and 
he (the chairman) was quite sure that they would not be induced by any 
clamour or desire to obtain popularity, to press upon the persons who were 
engaged in the great work of supplying light to this great metropolis; so that 
he looked for a favourable termination to the proceedings before Parliament. 
and, under those circumstances, he trusted that the next time he had the 
pleasure of seeing them, he should be able to lay the bill, which would then 
have become an Act of Parliament, upon the table there, and to congratu- 
late the shareholders upon the termination of that dispute. He had told 
them that the company was going on successfully; and there had always 
been that sympathy between the shareholders and the directors through 
which alone companies could succeed. There must be independence in a 
direction, and the shareholders must be fully satisfied that all was going on 
right, but the shareholders might, at all times, court any fair and reason- 
able inquiry, to ask questions; it would be much better for them, ifa 
shareholder, at any time had any desire to know any of the workings of the 
company, that he should go to his own office, for the company’s office was 
the office of every shareholder,—to look into his own accounts, to Inquire 
into them ; and then, the a depend upon it, the result would be more 
satisfactory than it would otherwise be. Wherever there was mystery, 
there was something wrong. (Hear hear.) Let them always make their 
inquiries in such a way, for their own satisfaction, and not to gratify spleen 
and ill feeling. He now begged to move—* That the directors’ report be re- 
ceived and adopted.” 
In answer to some inquiries:— 
The Cuarrman said those were the accounts merely for the half year; 
at the end of the year, the whole accounts of the year would be printed and 
distributed. ~ 
A Proprietor inquired whether there was to be any dividend? He 
thought that that meeting was called, rather than the profits should lie in 
the banker’s hands, that they should be distributed. 1t was not for taking 
the eae that the meeting was mainly called, for those were taken 
annually. 
ro om Proprieror asked if there would be any objection to their being 
circulated annually ? 
The CuarrMan said that, if a shareholder, at any time, was refused ac- 
cess to the books, they (the directors) would be obliged by his mentioning 
it. They had nothing to keep back, but they did not want to make every- 
thing known to the public at large, and he put it to the meeting whether it 
was better to introduce into 2 meeting of this kind inquiries, concerning 
which every information could be got easily, without making any demon- 
stration before the public. . 
Mr. BrickwELt said he was sure they would act on the advice that had 
been given, and that they would see there was something to be gained by 
exercising discretion in reference to the accounts. It was at the present 
moment, and had been for the last few months, a matter of general men- 
tion, that gas companies exhibited as good a balance-sheet as they had done 
for some time past; but, should their accounts get generally into the hands 
of the public, it would have an injurious influence. 
A Proprietor said that any one who really had the gas company’s in- 
terest at heart, would thank the chairman for his observations, and decline 
making any further reference to the subject. hice sas 
Mr. Joseru Box said he did not agree in that, for every objection to 
half-yearly accounts would apply equally to yearly accounts. Though he 
belonged to several gas companies, he did not know one but what printed 
their accounts half yearly. There might be some others who did not do so, 
but none that he belonged to, and that was five, or six, or seven; they all 
printed them half-yearly. 
A Proprietor: This is most incorrect. : 
The CHarrMAN observed, that if the proprietors wished that that system 
of inquiry should be carried out,—and they (the directors) were only study- 
ing the interest of the shareholders—it was the first time they had seen 
that gentleman, and it was certainly innovating upon their practice there; 
but, if they thought it desirable to pursue that course, he (the chairman) 
would put himself entirely in their hands. 
_ Mr. } sel said, he considered that the chairman's observations were so 
judicious that he hoped his worthy friend would see the propriety of not 
proceeding in the course which he had taken. His friend had stated that 
& great many gas companies published half-yearly accounts; if so, he 
thought the practice was very unwise. It was competent for any proprie- 
tor to come there, and satisfy his own mind upon any point upon which he 
might have a doubt. 
A SHAREHOLDER trusted the remarks that his friend had made would 
have the effect of causing the exercise of a little caution on the part of Mr 
Box, who had made his appearance there that day for the first time. There 
was no necessity for every detail to be published half-yearly, that could 
not do any good; and, therefore, he hoped they would continue the practice 
which they had hitherto adopted; and only depart from it, when they 
should find some advantage in doing so. 
Mr. Box said he had not made a motion, and did not intend to make a 
motion: he merely put the question for information, whether any incon- 
venience would arise from what he had proposed; but he yielded in that 
matter to the feeling of the room, and therefore with those remarks, he 
he should now sit down, and should avail himself, he dared say, of calling 
at the office for information. 
The Cuarrman: Of course; you will get information there. 
_Mr. Ruopes was glad their friend had taken the advice which had been 
given him. He had heard that there were two companies in London who 














did not publish their accounts at all, which was a very different statement 
from that which his friend had made. With reference to the bill before 
Parliament, it appeared to him a monstrous thing, that the vestrymen 
should want to control the price and charges for gas, which had become an 
article of necessity. They might as well want to control the price of beer 
or bread, which was the case some time ago; with just as much reason | 
could the vestrymen attempt to control the price‘of gas, which was an article 
the cost of which varied, of course, with the price of coal. He hoped, | | 
therefore, that gentlemen would take that view of the subject, and act ac- || 
cordingly. He begged to second the motion for the adoption of the report | 
and accounts. 

The CuatrMAN then put the question, “ That the report and accounts be 
received and adopted,” which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Meacui™ congratulated the shareholders on having so good a divi- 
dend, and moved that the same be declared as recommended in the 
report. 

r. Ropes briefly seconded the motion, which was put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 

A Proprietor inquired whether any call would be necessary early. 

The CuatrMAwN: | hope there will be a call very soon, because we shall 
= oy a call unless we see a plain advantage to be gained from it. (A 

augh. 

A Proprietor: Is the day of the month for the payment of the dividend 
put down, sir? 

The CHAIRMAN: It will be paid in a week's time, as promptly as possible. 

Mr. Gray said he inferred that the business of the meeting was nearly 
brought to a conclusion, but hoped the meeting would afford him an oppor- 
tunity of submitting a resolution he had to propose. He had had frequent 
intercourse with their directors, and they should all know that they were 
very much indebted to their worthy friend, the chairman, for his unwearied 
attention to the interests of the company, and he hoped that the committee 
which was then appointed, and which he believed to be well selected, would 
take such steps that the company would come out of theinquiry to be made 
in a manner which would do them no discredit, and would also satisfy the 
public. He would conclude by proposing a vote of thanks to their chair- 
man and his associates for their valuable services on behalf of the company. 

Mr. Surron thought the chairman had redeemed all the pledges that he 
had ever made, and done more than they might have expected, considering 
the circumstances in which the company had been placed. He most cor- 
dially seconded the resolution which had been proposed by Mr Gray. He 
could assure Mr. Box, that, with regard to their chairman, directors 
had never applied to them for information, without always meeting with 
the greatest courtesy, and the utmost candour, and he had always found 
the same gentlemanly feeling and treatment, and he hoped that those gen- 
tlemen would always meet with the same feeling and treatment from them. 
He thought, once a year was quite sufficient for the accounts to be pub- 
lished. If it was sufficient for the shareholders, surely it might be suffi- 
cient for the public. That company proposed no bonus, as some companies 
did, because they said: —“ We will give you an article which is worth your 
money, but we do not profess to sell this article without getting a profit.” 
He had great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks which had been 
moved to their chairman and officers. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The CuatrMAN begged to return thanks, on behalf of the directors and 
himself, for the compliment which had been paid tothem. He assured the 
proprietors, that the attention which they had paid to the interests of the 
company, had come from their hearts. He had seen the time that they 
paid nothing, and he assured the meeting, that it was a matter of pride and 
satisfaction to them (the chairman and directors) to see an undertaking, to 
which he had devoted himself with great attention, prosperous, and he 
hoped that, as the business of the company increased, they would find it 
still more profitable. 

The proceedings then closed. 


CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Court of Proprietors of this Company was held 
at the works, Horseferry Road, Westminster, on Friday last, the 4th inst.— 
BengaMiIn Hawes, Esq., the Governor, in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Burls) read the notice convening the meeting, and || 
the minutes of the last general and special courts. } 

The following report of the court of directors and the accounts (inserted | | 
on next page) were taken as read:— 

Gentlemen,—We have pleasure in transmitting to you the accounts of the com pany 
for the half year ending at Christmas last, which have been examined, and certified 
by your auditors ; and we append the following remarks upon the past and present 
state of your concern. 

During the period above mentioned, satisfactory progress has been made, and the 
rental of gas has increased, so that we can recommend for your adoption a dividend 
at the rate of £8 per centum per annum, free of income-tax. 

Your directors have paid much attention to the proceedings which the parish de- 
legates have adopted at their several vestries and in Parliament. | 

Charges of ‘‘ arbitrary ’’ conduct have been freely brought against gas companies 
in general ; but the proceedings of several Boards of Works exhibit that character 
in an ——— degree, particularly as to the increased assessment to the rates, 
which in one parish amounts to no less a sum than 1600 per cent. above the amount 
on which this company has been hitherto rated. This is, indeed, arbitrary, and a 
full answer to the demand for fized and lower prices. 

The Sale of Gas Act was carefully regarded by your directors in its progress, and 
will, it is expected, work advantageously both to the consumer and manufacturer of 








ee The bill now pending in Parliament, styled “A Bill for Better Regulating acl 
Supply of Gas to the Metropolis,” will, doubtless, be so modified as to become, what 
at present it is not, equal and just. Your directors rely upon the co-operation of 
the shareholders, as a body, to use such influence as they constitutionally may with | 
their parliamentary representatives on this important measure. 

The various schemes for substituting other light in place of gas have proved in- 
effective, and need cause no alarm as to their influence on your undertaking. 

The Governor moved—* That this meeting do agree with, and confirm | | 
the report of the court of directors, and the auditors’ report and statement | | 
of accounts of the company so transmitted.” In doing so, he said: Gentle- | | 
men, I have very little to say, except to congratulate you that we are going 
on as successfully as we could expect, and, I think, almost as coolly as we 
could desire. We recommend to you a dividend of 8 per cent., and I have 
no doubt you will receive that as very satisfactory. We have still a good 
deal of trouble upon our hands, owing to the agitation which has been 
going on in the parishes. The delegates have brought in their bill, and they 
wanted us to bring in ours; but we thought it would be much better to see 
theirs first. We shall adopt every means we possibly can to place them in 
the wrong, and I think there is little doubt that we shall prove they are. 
The late Administration promised us a fair committee, which we certainly 
had, and the present Government has also given us a fair committee, so that 
I have no doubt the inquiry will go on as pleasantly as such a thing can do. 
The “ Sale of Gas Act,” passed last session, will cause a great deal of differ- 
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Dr. Profit and Loss Account, from June 24 to December 25, 1859, Cr. 


To coals consumed in the half year, including labour, . . . . . £50,388312 3 , Byrentaloflightforthehalfyear, . . . . 4... ee « £99,898 17 
Stores, &c., used, viz. :— ‘ Coke and breeze, deducting labour, viz.:—~ 
Retorts and setting, includinglabour. . . .  « « 8,98918 9 es ¢ + € 6 ee Ole 4 6.0. 2 0 Seu © 
Lamps and lamp lighting, ditto, . . .. . oe. « 198 40 wee 6 SS 8 OLE ek 4 is 338 12 3 
Carrying onthe works . . . « . « « « o « « 2,83 14 2 —_———_ 15, 833 18 
General wear and tear and mains, including Tar and other products,deductinglabour. . . . . . . . 8,083 16 
£568, 1s. 8d. charged this half year as the Discounts and abatements allowed by tradesmen for cash pay- 
roportion for new works, being the ba- es 46) SS 8 Be Se ey 6 + 6 
ance ofthat account . . . ... . Poplar station rent account, balance . . . «1. 1 ss 
Less received for old and burnt stores, . . Rents receiv: OF SE Pre re Pee ee 
Dividend on the contingent-fund—viz., on £18,055. 5s. 2d., Re- 
duced Three per Cent. Annuities. . , . . ....-s 
Dividend on £5188, Is. 4d,, Consolidated Three per Cent, An- 
sce t oa ea Se Sele Pee Se Se 
Oe aan oe ae? Se ae ee ee 


Meters and fixing, including labour, . 
| Sarre ae eee 
Directors and auditors, , . ... 
Salaries and commissions. . .. . 
bet and contingencies, viz. :— 
ts es 6 ot 
Contingencies . . . . 1 


Rent and taxes, viz. :— 
ia. t+ 6 +’ oe. @ 8 


RE eek ee eee 


Income-tazs . . 2. 2» 6 © « 6 . 
oo ae ee ee ee 
Annuity to Mr. J. Cowell, late accountant, . 
Sick and benevolentfund. ...... 
Debts due at the stations, being bad written off 
Received onbaddebts. . . . 2. 2 « 


CO ee Ss ee ee ee ae ee 
£120,470 16 £120,470 16 6 


Dr. Balance-Sheet, December 25, 1859. Cr. 


Ist, 2nd, and 3rd capitals, after deducting the By amount due to the company, viz.:— 
amount of 150 shares purchased . . . . . £592, 00 For rent of light at the several stations, viz, :— 
Vourthespteh 2 iw cic ttt tec 00 Westminster station, . . . . . . £44,301 910 
£652,500 0 0 Brick Lane ditto. . . 1... 19,187 0 9 
Expended, viz. :— Curtain Road ditto . . . . .. . 10,14813 8 
Westminster station— oxteceens 
Bal at Mid - «+ » £870,947 13 0 For coke and breeze sold at the stations, viz.:— 
Expended this half year, viz.:— Westminster station. . . . . «. « £988 1610 
For districting . ..... 36817 8 Brick Lane ditto. . .. . 4% 1,410 10 0 
—— £371,316 10 8 Curtain Read ditto . . .. . A 22811 3 _ 
« « » $153,659 5 8 For tar and other products sold at the stations , °° 671 
Expended this half year, viz. :— Balances of sundry accounts due tothe company, . . . . . 1,495 
For new mains, less value of old Treasurer’s accounts, viz. :— 
mains . .. . £370 9 0 Balance of generalaccount . . . . . . £1,438 7 5 
For new offices . . 300 0 0 Ditto of dividend ditto . ....e. 243 0 6 
— 670 9 @ 1,681 
154,329 14 8 Bills on hand not paid. . . , .. « F ae 128 
Curtain Road station— Cash advanced to pay wages at the stations J 1,030 
Bal at Mid -_. »« £63,841 15 5 Stores on hand, viz.:— 
Expended this half year, viz.:— | Westminster station . . . ° « £2,656 17 
For purchase of freehold pro- Brick Laneditto . ... . ° 1,982 8 
ae re ee er 1,275 13 0 | —_———_ 4,639 
65,117 8 5 | Coals on hand, viz.:— 
———— 590,763 13 9 | Westminster station . £8,393 15 10 
pase | Brick Lane ditto oe " 2,495 13 9 
£61,736 6 3 Curtain Road ditto. ‘ ‘ 77212 9 
Dividends remaining unpaid . . . . . . «1 « ws « + 6,869 14 6 On shipboard . . ‘ 1,125 310 
Debts due by the company for coals, and to sundry tradesmen and —_——_=— _ 12,787 
tne es bee et eee et tr lh oe OS Coke and breeze on hand, viz. :— 
A t due to collectors for commission, viz. :— i Westminster station . . . e £29013 3 
Westminster station . . ... =... £305 3:1 Brick Laneditto . . .. z 19219 4 
Brick Laneditto . . . . . « « « « lll 610 Curtain Road ditto, . . . F ‘ 2815 0 
Curtain Road ditto, . . 6 5 « 6 0 e 5519 3 — 512 
aera 472 Tar and other productsonhand. . . . .« » « « «© #© « 352 
826 





ees 


£73,637 4 3 





Brick Lane station— 
1 at Mid 





1 











Amount due for wages and contingencies, viz. :— Er ae oe a ee ee ee ee 
Westminsterstation . . . .... . £766 0 0 Amount of £5188, 1s. 4d. Consolidated Three per Cent. Annuities 
Twieh Lameditte . «1 eo ew ew eo Pra ae ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Curtain Road ditto, . on ee The contingent-fund, invested in the purchase of £18,055. 5s. 2d. 

Reduced Three per Cent. Annuities . . , cee 4 


5,000 


17,055 
Amount due at chief office for contingencies . . 
Balance of profit and loss, viz. :— 
Balance to June 24, 1859, . £26,657 13 10 
Less half year’s dividend on 
3652, ceceocns « BOC @ 
——_ £557 13 10 
Profit of the half year ending Christmas, 1859 , 28,298 3 5 | 
28,855 17 3 | 


Contingent-fand. «6 ss sere eveceeus - 17,055 18 0 
£122,445 17 9 


£122,445 17 9 
inati ¢ it wi . | last year. The only way we can account for it is, that it arises from the 
r ma j - 
pois outien aeanedaaend Ke hgh nek trp our | Strike in the autumn of 1859, through which we were obliged to employ a 
hands. I believe I can tell you that our rental has increased since the cor- | large number of new hands, who did not understand their work, and we 
responding period of last year by about £6000; so that I think you may certainly did not realize so much gas per ton of coals as we have done pre- 
look forward with security to an 8 per cent. dividend in the future, and 9 | Viously. But I will give you the whole of the figures, and then you fo 
per cent. when you can get it. judge for yourselves. The total cost of coals used for the correspon ing 
Mr. Box: Has your revenue increased in proportion to the quantity of half year of 1858 was 53,873 tons; the total for 1859 was 59,550 tons. The 
coals used? You have not told us that. cost of coals in 1858 was £46,251; the cost in 1859 was £50,383. The cost 
The Governor: I shall leave you to tell that. per ton in 1858 was 17s. 2d.; the cost in 1859 was 1és. 11d.; so that, as far 
Mr. Ruopss seconded the motion for the adoption of the report. as the directors are concerned, we have done better during the last half 
Mr. Box: It is very evident to me, upon the _ of the printed accounts, | Year. The gas made in 1858 was 511,000,000 some odd hundred —— 
that your rental has not increased in proportion to the quantity of coals | feet, and in 1859 it was 539,000,000, being an increase of about 28,000,000 in 
used. The rental for the half year ending Christmas, 1808, was £93,244; | the gas actually made; but, as I said, that is not in so full a proportion — 
and for the past half-year it was £99,898. This is an increase of £6654, but | Was in the corresponding half year, and which we believe to have been Pt 
what has been the increased consumption of coals to produce it? Why, casioned by the results of the strike. There is also another reason. : 
5677 tons; so that the past half year has been a worse-worked one than the | retorts have been in operation for two or three years, and, of course, as they 
previous one. I cannot tell you without calculation what it is per ton, but | get older, they will not make so much gas. Then the ——, of ~~ re 
it is about £6 per hundred tons, so that we have not much to congratulate | duced per ton of coals in 1858 was 9498 feet; in the last - y = be dpto 
ourselves upon on this occasion. What the cost of this is I do not know, | 9053 feet, being a decrease of 4$ per cent. In 1858, the rental o ee vo 
but it is some few hundred pounds in the gross, which I cannot work out, | £93,244; last year it was £99,898, being an increase in ve sente 0 fo . 
because, though I have, in onoes years, called at the works to get the ne- | Ccent.; so that we have received considerably more (which is the — ‘ao 
cessary information, it has always been refused me, and I have no doubt it a. matter), for it is an increase of nearly £7000. In the — TTA 
would be so again. half of 1858, the products were £18,203; last half year they bene a a: 
Mr. Gray: I think it is very much to be regretted, that Mr. Box does not being an increase of 4 per cent. The rental per ton of coals —_ : : ; x — 
wait until the deputy-governor has gone into explanations, as he usually | 1858, and the last half year it was 33s. 63d., —— a sagoneny gavin 1858: 
does, but takes up our time by anticipating difficulties which, perhaps, do | The net cost of coals per ton, after deducting pr ary was 10s. The retorts 
not exist. I have no doubt Mr. Beck can satisfactorily explain this matter; | last half year it was 10s. 63d., which is a pretty good increase. — is 14d 
and, if not, when we have heard him, Mr. Box, or any other proprietor, can | pet ton of coal in 1858 were 1s. 23d.; the last half year they meee the. 
make such inquiries as he thinks fit. being a decrease of 84 per cent. General wear and tear in 1858 cost 3s. ” 
The Derury-GoveRNor: I can give the proprietors every figure. It is | Per ton; the last half year it was 2s. 8}d., being a decrease of 314 mm — 
quite true, as Mr. Box has said, we have not made so much’gas in propor- | 20d showing that everything was done that could be - Ww i ages, 
tion to the quantity of coals used as we did in the corresponding period of | in 1858, were 4s. 0}d. per ton; last half year they were 4s. 2$d., Ww: again 
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I say was, I believe, attributable to the strike, as we were obliged to have 
two, and often three new men where we had oneoldone. The rental realized 

r 1000 feet of gas in 1858 was as. 7d.; the last half year it was 3s. 84d., 
peing an increase of 13 per cent. The coke for sale was 63} per cent. of the 
coals used in 1858; last half year it was only 59}, being a decrease of 4 per 
cent., which I imagine arose from our wanting more fuel. These are the 
figures in detail, and so far from being unsatisfactory, I think we have every 
reason to be satisfied. 

Mr. Box: Iam much obliged for the information given, which is most 
satisfactory. I know that, under certain circumstances, there will neces- 
sarily be an increase in your expenses which you cannot control. I should 
like to know whether, by calling at the office, there would be any objection 
to my being furnished with the price of coals from time to time. 

The Deruty-Governor: Yes, there would be. 

Mr. Box: I think there is a £ desire to withhold information from me. 

The Derury-Governor: No, there is not. I have frequently explained 
the reason why it would be objectionable to furnish this information, and 
I will repeat it. We have gas here which is sold at 6s. and 4s, 6d. per 1000, 
and in the City at 4s.; and, if you obtain this information, you will come 
here and say, “ Your coals cost you so much, and they do not produce so 
much as they ought,” because you cannot tell how much gas is sold at 
4s. 6d., and how much at 4s.,and then you will mislead the proprietors. 
These figures are always read to the meeting, and there really is no reason 
why we should give the information to a proprietor whenever he chooses to 
come to the works. 

Mr. Gray: I think Mr. Box ought to be perfectly satisfied with the ex- 

lanation. He has raised this question fifty times before, and I suppose, if 
7 lives another fifty years, he will do it as often again. For my part, I 
never like to interfere with the discretion of the directors. I am quite sure 
that, if they could give this information with safety and satisfaction, the 
would do so; and, when they decline to give it, 1 am convinced it is wit 
good retson. Besides, if Mr. Box had this information, he would not be 
able to satisfy himself. 

Mr. W. Hawes: I really think it is not a question whether this informa- 
tion would be useful to Mr. Box, but whether all the proprietors are en- 
titled to come here and occupy the time and attention of the clerks in 
furnishing them with whatever particulars they choose te call for. There 
must be some rule laid down and adhered to, or else, one proprietor having 
one fancy and one another, the whole time of the clerks may be taken up 
in answering their questions. We get all this information when we come 
here, and I think that is all that is necessary. 

Mr. Ruopes: Respecting the rates and taxes, they seem to be increasing 
upon you every half year. Can you not take some stand upon the subject? 

The Deruty-Governor: We are defending it at law now. We havea 
law-suit on in reference to this very parish, for, I assure you, it is becoming 
avery serious matter. In this parish they have raised our assessment from 
£5000 to £9000, and in Clerkenwell from £500 to £2600 without saying a 
word, And these are the gentlemen who are always clamouring for cheap 





as. 
; Ruopes: Your bad debts seem to be very high in comparison this 
alf year. 

The Depruty-GovErnor: They were £1244 last half year, as compared 
with £1019 for the corresponding period of 1858. 

Mr. Ruopes: Is the item of “ Poplar station” to be always in the 
accounts? 

The Secrerary: We receive the amount with one hand, and pay it with 
the other. 

Mr. Ropes: What is the meaning of the purchase of ground at the 
Curtain Road station ? 

The Deruty-GoverNor: We have purchased a piece of freehold ground 
to extend the works there when necessary. 

Mr. Joun Box: The coke and breeze appear to be much less than in 
other companies. 

The Derury-GoverNnor: We use a great deal of cannel coal, which 
produces no coke. We are obliged to cart it away as rubbish. 

Mr. Joun Box: I only thought it would be well to have a little explana- 
tion, because the difference is somewhat considerable. In some companies, 
the return for coke and breeze amounts to one hulf the cost of coals; here it 
is only £15,000, as compared with £50,000. 

Mr. Gores: I want to ask, not by way of objection, but for information, 
why, on the credit side of the profit and loss account, we find it stated, 
“Coke and breeze, deducting labour,” and again, “ Tar and other products, 
deducting labour”—why is not the total amount received given, instead of 
the balance? 

The Deruty-Governor: The reason is, that it otherwise increases the 
item of labour on the other side, and we cannot make a comparison be- 
tween ourselves and other companies. It is just the same principle as that 
adopted on the debit side in reference to coals consumed, which are entered 
“including labour.” All you want to know is, what the net profit is. 

Mr. Goirs: Do not you think the labour, in all these cases, should be in- 
cluded in “ wages,” and that we should have the total result of all our pro- 
ducts, and also the total expenditure shown? . 

The Derury-Governor: I do not think so. Formerly we always did it, 
and, if we did so now, our wages, instead of being £12,000, would be £18,000. 
But, when we came to look at the accounts of other companies, and found 
their wages perhaps only £8000 or £10,000, we said—How is this? and we 
found, upon inquiry, that they deducted labour from the products. We, 
therefore, adopted the same plan, in order to enable us to make compari- 
sons with them. 

Mr. Gotes. There is another question, and that is, with reference to the 
ee item in that account. It says, “ Interest, £187,” but does not say what 

or 


The Derury-Governor: It is a curious thing; we were discussing that 
ourselves the other day, and some one said it might not be understood, and 
that it would be better next time to say what it is for. It is interest on the 
movey deposited at different times. 

Mr. Goes: What is the meaning of the item in the balance-sheet, 
“Amount of the balances of sundry accounts due to the company ? ” 

The Deputy-Governor: It is for accounts due to us from different eus- 
tomers; not rental, but for coke, tar, and different things. I can give you 
the particulars if you desire it. They are barter accounts chiefly. 


Mr. Goxes: Are there any stores on hand at the Curtain Road station? 

The Deruty-Governor: No, we have no stores there, except coals. We 
have no storage for castings, and things of that sort, there. I need not tell 
you that we are really delighted that these questions are put to us. We 
want you perfectly to understand these accounts, and we try to make them 
as simple as we possibly can. The only thing we ask is, that proprietors 
shall not get up and find fault with the accounts without seeking for ex- 
planations first. 
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The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Governor brought up the following report from the court of di- 
rectors:—“ Directors’ Minutes, April 20, 1860. Resolved, that a dividend, 
at the rate of £8 per centum per annum for the half-year ending at Christ- 
mas last, be now declared, and reported to the general court of proprietors, 
to be held on the 4th of May next”; and he moved the following resolu- 
tion thereupon:—“ That the dividend declared by the court of directors be 


approved and adopted, and be payable, by warrant upon the treasurer, on | | 


and after the 14th of May inst. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 

The Governor: Has any one a remark to make upon that? I havea 
remark to make—I think it is too long a time a wait. 

Mr. Box: And so do I. 

The Derpury-Governor: The difficulty we have always been in is this, 
that if we propose a dividend of 8 per cent., and you happen to think you 
ought to have 74 or 8}, we cannot prepare the cheques before-hand. Mr. 
Box may get up and persuade the meeting that we ought to pay something 
less, and then the thousand cheques would be wasted. 

Mr. Ruopes: But, if Mr. Box understood that the cheques were drawn, 
and the dividends were to be paid immediately after the meeting, it might 
prevent his making any objections at all. 

Mr. W. Hawes: It can only affect the first payment. There is always six 
months’ interval between dividend and dividend. 

The motion was then put, and carried. 

Captain Bevitue: I wish to know whether the directors can give us any 
information on the subject of the new light on Westminster Bridge. I did 
not think you would come forward and make a directorial statement, but I 





have no doubt, from the care which you take of our affairs, that you have 
looked into this matter, and that I shall get better information respecting 
it here than elsewhere. 

The Deputy-Governor: Of course, this subject has occupied our atten- | 
tion. We have made inquiries respecting it ot scientific men, and also of | 
our own officers, and we find that there is one thing most decidedly against 
the use of it, and that is, that the cost alone for commercial purposes would 
beat it. And not only the cost, but it cannot practically be used in a house, 
as you would gas. e have not the slightest fear at all about it affecting 
our interests. 

Mr. Gray: The difference in price is so great, that it can never be brought 
into competition with common gas. We can supply the same light for 
£15 that would cost them £100. 

Mr. Hopwoop: It. is not at all probable that it will ever be used generally 
for lighting purposes, simply on this account. You are probably not aware 
that they require two gases to produce it. There is a certain quantity of 
hydrogen which must be first generated, and then a quantity of oxygen. 
These must be generated in separate apparatus, and afterwards sent through 
different pipes. Atacurved point, these two gases are thrown upon a piece 
of lime supported by some metallic arrangement. I apprehend that the 
real principle upon which the light is produced is, that the action of the 
oxygen upon the hydrogen decomposes a portion of the lime, producing 
scintillations, by which means a very strong light is produced. The de- 
composition of the lime produces what used to be called Homberg’s phos- 
phorous, and which is the cause of these scintillations. But the first expense 
of making the hydrogen required must be quite equal to the cost of carbu- 





retted hydrogen produced from coal, and then the necessity for the oxygen, 
which can only be made from the red oxide of lead, or the black oxide of | 
manganese, or chlorate of potash—a very expensive process, but quite in-| 
dispensable—will prevent the possibility of this light coming into general | 
use for lighting houses, even supposing other difficulties were overcome. 
Mr. Winsor: Perhaps I may add that there are many things against the 
general use of this light. In the first place, the lime contained in the 


———— SY 








| 


| 
| 


|| 


metallic case requires to be kept in motion by machinery, and there is a || 


sort of clock- work arrangement attached to the lamp for the purpose. But | 
after a certain lapse of time the lime has to be renewed, and these are cir- 


| 


| cumstances, in addition to what has been stated by the auditor, which | 
| render the common use of this light out of the question. For lighthouses, | 





and such purposes, it may answer admirably, or for the centres of large | 


} 
| 
| 


thoroughfares or squares; but all those who have noticed this light will | | 


have observed that it is of that dazzling character that the eye is completely | 
blinded by it. For my part, I think it is never likely to become “ universal,” | 
as the name of the company which has exhibited it would lead us to suppose 


they expect it to be. | 


Mr. Box interrupted, and entered into a discussion of the subject which 
was prominently before the last court—viz., the claim of Mr. Sloper on 
behalf of himself and the representative of the late Mr. Witham, as auditors, | 


| 
| 
| 


i} 


! 


for additional remuneration on account of the extra duties imposed upon || 
them during the absence of Mr. Wollaston. After some conversation on |} 


the subject, Mr. Box gave notice of his intention to submit a motion thereon | 
at the next meeting. 

Captain Bevitie: We have had a great deal to say to day, and a great 
many explanations and remarks relative to the position of the company have 
been made; but, in looking through the balance-sheet minutely, it strikes 
me that one thing has escaped our notice, which I am not disposed to suffer 
to pass by. I see in the balance-sheet for the half year ending December, 
1858, that the balance of profit and loss was £21,570, whereas the balance 
for the corresponding period of last year was £28,298. I must say I con- 
sider that as a most convincing argument and answer to every question 
which has been proposed to-day, and if the directors, instead of being so kind 
as to give definitive replies to each inquiry, had ae us to that one fact, 
it would have been most conclusive in favour of the care which they have 
taken of our concerns. But they have been so kind as to indulge the pro- 
prietors with the most minute information on every point on which infor- 
mation was sought. When I took hold of the balance-sheet, I thought 
the result was too good to be true, and I asked myself whether it was pos- 
sible that we could be in as good a position as these accounts make us out 
to be. But, from what has transpired here to-day, I shall go out of this 
room convinced of one thing, and that is, that the proprietors of the West- 
minster Chartered Gas Company owe a very deep debt of gratitude to the 
directors and managers who have brought their aflairs into so prosperous 
acondition. Feeling this, I have taken upon myself the performance of a 
very gratifying task, in proposing a most cordial vote of thanks to those 
gentlemen for the diligence and zeal they have uniformly displayed in 
the management of our affairs. As a proprietor of nearly fifty years’ 
standing, for 1 occupy the position of my father, who was associated with 
Mr. Winsor in the first production of gas, I consider it is one of those mar- 
vellous things that we seldom hear of for a company to be able to extricate 
itself from the fearful difficulties which at one time surrounded this com- 
pany, and to assume a position so prosperous as we nowdo. Our dividends 
are double what they were a few years ago, and I am quite sure there is not 
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a gentleman present at all conversant with the affair who will not acknow- 
ledge that, in a { measure, it is to the managers of this concern we 
owe the prosperity we now enjoy. 

Mr. Wottaston: I second the motion, and would say that, as a proprie- 
tor in this company, I cannot but be very glad to hear the report which 
we have heard to day relative to the new light—viz., that itis not likely to 
compete with us in any way whatever. But, as an individual member of 
the community, I regret that it is not likely to be more valuable to the 

ublic at large. At the same time, I cannot forget the stories we used to 

ear respecting the general use of gas itself. I have not yet grown so old 
as to believe we have arrived at the ne plus ultra of perfection in this respect, 
and though I do not hope to see this new light come into competition with 
us, I do hope to see it become more valuable than it now is. I cannot for- 
get some years ago hearing of a very talented man, now dead, who in re- 
ference to the general use of gas as a means of lighting, said, “ nonsense— 
do you expect to be able to spirt your air all over the town in this way?” 
and, therefore, I do anticipate that this new light will yet be rendered more 
available than at present by the reduction of the cost at which it can be 
produced and the simplification of the machinery by which it is operated. 

Mr. Jonn Box: I should be glad if the directors would give us a little 
information respecting the bill now before Parliament, for regulating the 
Gas Companies of London. In what state is that bill? 

The Deputy-Governor: The bill has been read a second time, and a 
committee has been appointed which consists of independent men, none of 
them interested in the supply of gas. I have every reason to be satisfied 
with that committee; and, I believe we shall have an impartial inquiry, 
which is all that we ask. The bill, as brought in by the delegates, has many 
objectionable clauses in it which we shall fight tooth and nail. The com- 
mittee will meet for the first time on Tuesday next. 

The resolution was cordially adopted. 

Mr. W. Hawes: There is another vote of thanks which, on these occa- 
sions, we are accustomed to propose, and which, I am sure, will be received 
by you with satisfaction. The prosperity of the company at the present 
moment is specially due to its officers. During the last half year, owing to 
the strike among the men, their duties have been unusually severe. They 
have stood by the company in the most gallant way, and have nobly done 
their best for the interests of the shareholders. I think, therefore, at a mo- 
ment like this, we can hardly do less than propose a vote of thanks to the 
secretary and other officers of the company. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

The Szcretary: The addition of my humble name to this resolution 
imposes upon me the duty, which certainly is a very pleasant one, of ac- 
knowledging, on behalf of my brother officers, your kindness in appreciating 
our services, and your confidence in our future exertions. I believe we 
have, to the extent of our abilities, devoted ourselves, under all circum- 
stances, to carry out our duty, and to give the most diligent attention to 
your interests; and, in receiving this-vote, they will feel, as I do, most 
grateful for your kindness. 

The GovERNor: Gentlemen, I thank you for the vote of thanks to the 
directors. I can only assure you that there is the greatest possible unani- 
mity amongst us, and we are very happy to find that you approve of our 
exertions. Everything now-a-days is published, and, when we look over 
the various reports of meetings, and see what squabbling there is in many 
places, and then see what good humour prevails in our own, it is a most 
gratifying circumstance. f offer you my thanks, and the thanks of my 
brother directors, for your kindness on this occasion. 





DEPUTATION TO THE HOME SECRETARY 
FROM THE UNINCORPORATED GAS AND WATER COMPANIES. 

On Friday, the 27th of April, a deputation waited upon the Right Hon. 
Sir G. C. Lewis, at the Home Office, to represent the grievances under which 
unincorporated gas and water companies labour, by reason of the present 
state of the law in respect of the obstruction of highways by the laying of 
mains and service-pipes. 

The deputation consisted of Mr. Alderman Copeland, M.P.; Mr. M‘Mahon, 
M.P.; Mr. J. L. Ricardo, M.P.; Mr. Craufurd, M.P.; Mr. Hulse, chief 
bailiff of Longton; Mr. Webberley, Mr. Homersham, Mr. Silvester, Mr. 
Bliss, Mr. De Gex, and Mr. J. W. Philips. 

Mr. Alderman CoPEeLaAnD introduced the deputation, and said that, as the 
subject to be brought before the Home Secretary was the supply of gas, his 
honourable friend, Mr. Craufurd, would be better able than hineelf to ex- 
plain the object which the gentlemen present had in view. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said he had already communicated to the Government, by 
means of a memorial, the facts of the case out of which the present deputa- 
tion arose. It was a question which involved very largely the interests of a 
considerable number of gas companies similarly situated to the Longton Com- 
pany, in reference to which a decision had recently been given in the Court 
of Queen’s Bench. There were many gas and water companies in the king- 
dom which were carrying on the operations of their trade without special 
powers conferred by Parliament. In some cases, these companies were in- 
corporated under the Joint-Stock Companies Act, and in others they consisted 
of the inhabitants of towns who had agreed amongst themselves to build 
works and supply themselves and their neighbours with gas. The facts of 
the Longton case would be gone into in detail by Mr. M‘Mahon, if necessary ; 
and therefore it need only now be stated, that the effect of the decision in 
that case was that, although there were mains laid in the town under powers 
which the local commissioners had for lighting the public lamps, and it was 
admitted that those mains were legally and properly laid, the company em- 
powered by them to lay those mains were prevented from laying service- 
pipes to supply private consumers with gas. It appeared that the inhabitants 
of Longton, being dissatisfied with the Stoke Fenton Gas Company, which 
was a company empowered by Act of Parliament to light the town of Long- 
ton, established a company of their own under powers conferred by the local 
commissioners, and proceeded to supply the public lamps. But, when it was 
proposed to avail themselves of the mains so laid in order to supply private 
consumers, the Stoke Fenton Company stepped in, indicted them for a nui- 
sance, and succeeded, by the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench, in 
carrying their point, and preventing the local company from laying down 
— services, although they had the consent of the local authorities for so 

oing. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: It was held that the right of the other company was 
exclusive. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said, it was simply decided that it was a nuisance for the 
local company to open the earth in order to lay down their services. This 
decision affirmed the principle that, although no person in the town com- 
—— of injury from the opening of the soil, and though the consent of the 

ocal authorities was obtained, yet an incorporated company at three miles 
distance might come in and indict. 








Sir G. C. Lewis: Not on the ground that the incorporated company had a 
monopoly, but that the opening of the soil was a nuisance. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said, it was simply as a nuisance, but the practical effect of 
the decision was, that it gave to the Stoke Fenton Company and others simi- 
larly situated an absolute monopoly in the supply of gas. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That is the incidental effect of it. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said, it happened that more thun 800 gas companies in the 
kingdom were in the same position as the Longton Company, and the result 
of the decision in that case was that, after the opinion expressed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench, any person might, from motives of spite or on any other 
ground, proceed against them for nuisance, and etegedher interrupt the le- 
gitimate operations of the company. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That is an effect which you think the Legislature should 
interfere to remedy. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said the effect of the decision in the Longton case being of 
so serious a nature, it was felt to be desirable by that company, and others 
similarly situated, to bring the matter before the Government, and ascertain 
whether they would deal with the matter legislatively. _ 

Sir G. C. Lewis: The answer I must first make to that is, that you know 
the state of affairs in the House. The Government feel that they have no 
power to bring in a bill at this period of the session which is likely to be 
opposed, and it would be useless to bring in one merely to lie on the table. 
It might be otherwise if it were likely to be ——— but I apprehend 
that all the companies interested the other way would resist it as an inter- 
ference with their rights. ; 

Mr. CRavFuRD said they might in some instances. But the cases in which 
the effect of the decision of the Queen’s Bench would press most —¥ were 
the cases of works established in country places, where no incorporated com- 
pany existed. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: I should think the best chance you have would be to 
bring in a bill of your own. You would have more chance of succeeding 
with it than the Government. 4 

Mr. CRavFuRD said the same difficulty which had arisen with unincor- 
porated gas companies, would arise in the case of water companies similarly 
established. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: You mean where a company is formed under a charter 
of voluntary incorporation, and have no private Act of Parliament? 

Mr. CRAUFURD said that was so, and he would give the right honourable 
baronet an instance. He was himself the chairman of a London company, 
incorporated under the Joint-Stock Companies Act with limitcd liability, for 
the supply of gas to provincial towns. They had built gas-works at Walton- 
on-Thames and Weybridge, and all they had felt it necessary to do before 
proceeding to open the ground was to obtain the consent of the vestry, which 
was granted on certain conditions to which the company agreed. But, if to- 
morrow they opened the ground to lay on gas to a gentleman’s house in the 
town, his next door neighbour, if so disposed, might indict the company for a 
nuisance in so doing. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That settles an important point, that it is very necessary 
to go to Parliament. 

Mr. Ricarpo said he did not think there would be much difficulty if the 
Government would bring in a bill to alter the clauses in the present Act, | 








which made such a proceeding a nuisance. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: I do not suppose it is a clause only. It must be a com- || 
mon law nuisance. 

Mr, CRAUFURD said there was a clause in the General Lighting Act, 3 and || 
4 Wm. IV., under which it was a nuisance. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Would it not be a common law nuisance besides? I || 
should think it would. | 

Mr. M‘Manon: It is a common law nuisance, and the Longton Company || 
were indicted and convicted on that. We contended, on the part of the de- | 
fendants, that it was the same as making a hole in the pavement for letting | 
down coals into a cellar. 

Alderman CoPpELAND: Without wishing to pledge the Government to the| 
point, before allowing time for the consideration of the question, do you think, 
sir, that if the parties were disposed to bring in a bill to effect a remedy in|| 
the present state of the law, the Government would lend its sanction to it? 

Sir G. C. Lewis: I will consider that point. The objection to it as it ap- 
pears to me would be, that it was partly abolishing the necessity of com- 
panies going to Parliament themselves to obtain an Act conferring these |, 
powers upon them. I suppose it would be said that it was not intended || 
that a voluntary company should possess those powers, and that it would, by || 
a circuitous method, repeal the necessity for their obtaining the consent of || 
Parliament. At the same time, I do not know of any good reason why it 
should be necessary to incur the expense of a private Act for this purpose. | 

Mr. CrauFurD: No doubt that would be the argument on the other side. | 

Sir G. C. Lewis: I could not, off-hand, give an opinion upon the subject. || 
It is clear there is a contrary view to yours. It may be said, it is desirable|, 
that Parliament should not part with the power which it possesses of refusing | 
permission. || 

Mr. WEBBERLEY : If the law remains as it is, it will prevent gas-works | 
being established in small villages. 1} 

Sir G. C. Lewis: On account of the expense of obtaining private Acts of | 
Parliament for the purpose ? 

Mr. M‘Manon: Yes, and which would cost more than the erection of the | | 
works themselves. i| 

Sir G. C. Lewis: The recent tendency of legislation has been very | 
much to curtail the necessity for obtaining local Acts. But then in all the} 
general Acts for facilitating local government, a great many forms are neces- | 
sary in order that the public may have certain securities. But here, any | 
number of persons may form themselves into a company, and begin to lay) 
down mains without any consent at all. Is it not so, or is any consent 
necessary > | 

Mr. M‘Manon : In the Sheffield case, the ground of indictment was that | 
the company had not obtained the consent of the freeholder; but here we) 
had the entire consent of all parties interested. | 

Sir G. C. Lewis: You may have that consent to day, but next year there 
may be dissensions in the town. What you want is something in the nature 
of a permanent security, when anything of this kind is to be done. 

Mr. Homrersuam said that, until the recent decision of the Longton case, 
the practice of water companies, with which he was principally connected, 
was this—if they wanted to supply a parish with water, they applied to the 
persons having authority to open the streets for their consent, and on that 
consent they carried out their works. He had himself erected water-works 
at Plumstead, Woolwich, and Charlton—the inhabitants being dissatisfied 
with the company formerly supplying them, having raised a sum of £60,000 
or £70,000 to supply themselves. In the case of Woolwich, they obtained 
the authority of the Local Board of Health for opening the ground; and at 
Plumstead, where there was no local board, they obtained the consent of the 
vestry, in each case being put under certain restrictions as to making good 
the roads, and not opening the streets without giving a prescribed notice to 
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the surveyors. As he had said, they had laid out between £60,000 and 
£70,000, and they were now supplying 70 or 80 out of every 100 houses in 
Plumstead and Woolwich. But the effect of the decision in the Longton 
case would be to prevent the company laying another pipe in either of those 
parishes, notwithstanding that they had the consent of the local authorities. 
Sir G. C. Lewis: It seems to me that the consent of the local authorities 
would be a protection against nuisance. 

Mr. Craururp: That is the point. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: It would be a protection, not only with regard to the 
vestries, but to the companies, 

Mr. M‘Manow said, the special case submitted to the Queen’s Bench in 
reference to the Longton Gas Company stated that they had the authority of 
the highway board, the lord of the manor, the town commissioners, and every 
single authority that could give permission; and that, when the work was 
done, the highway board passed a resolution approving of it. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: But they had no power to give consent. 

Mr. Homersuam referred to the town of Maidstone, where, he said, a 
water company, having got a bill passed through the House of Lords last 
year, lost it in the House of Commons by the casting vote of the chairman 
of the committee. The parties, feeling themselves aggrieved, had since con- 
structed their works and laid down pipes, with the permission of the local 
board. 

Sir G. C. Lewis : What seems to me to be required is, that the Legislature 
should confer upon local boards the power to give consent, on seeing that cer- 
tain conditions are complied with, so as to prevent any nuisance arising. 

Mr. CRAUFURD said, in the case of a gas company, the obstruction of the 
highway existed only during the short time that the trench was open, and 
the company must get fresh consent in each case. 

Sir G. C. Lewis : But, after all, the consent of the person to whose house 
the pipe is to be laid is not sufficient. There is a public use of the road, and 
the consent of the public authorities should be necessary. It is evidently a 
case for the Legislature, but an answer cannot be given off-hand. 

Mr. CRAUFURD admitted that such consent should be necessary, but said 
the case of the companies which he represented was that, after obtaining that 
consent, they were still liable to be indicted for nuisance. The question was, 
whether the Legislature should not adopt some general legislation, directed 
to what was rather an abuse of the common law as to nuisance. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: From all I have heard, I am disposed to take a favour- 
able view of what you have stated, provided that proper security can be given 
to the public; but, at the same time, I may say that I should like to see the 
other side of the case argued. 

Mr. M‘Manon suggested that, as the Government had interfered with the 
Local Government Act, it would be easy to insert a clause for the purpose of 
giving the relief which unincorporated companies asked for. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: If you could give me, in writing, just a brief statement 
of what you wish—a short memorandum, setting forth the evil from which 
you say you are suffering, and what you propose in the way of remedy—I 
would refer it to the legal Government officer, and get his opinion upon it, in 
order to see what can be done. 

Mr. CravFuRD promised that such a statement should be forwarded to the 
Home Office. 

The deputation, having thanked the right honourable baronet for the cour- 
tesy with which he had listened to their statements, then retired. 


REPORT ON THE PROPOSED DEODORIZATION OF THE RIVER 
THAMES. 


By Witi1aM Opiine, Ese., M.D. F.RS. &e. 


To the Members of the Lambeth Vestry. 

Gentlemen—We must, I think, all admit that, if it were possible by any 
reasonable expenditure, to mitigate considerably the stench proceeding from 
the river during hot weather, as experienced more particularly during the 
last two years, such an expenditure would be highly advantageous. 
Although there is not one tittle of evidence to show that sanitary evils have, 
as yet, resulted from the offensive state of the river, it would, I conceive, be 
advisable to prevent the stench on account of its being a stench, and on 
account of the panic which its presence would create in the minds of 
Parliament, the press, and the public. 
During the months of June, July, and August of last year £17,700 worth 
of deodorizing material was thrown into the Thames, through the sewers; 
while the material used weekly during several consecutive weeks, cost as 
much as £2500. That the use of these materials was attended with some 
degree of general advantage is, I think, unquestionable, and they were 
certainly of local benefit. At the same time, 1do not estimate the effects 
produced by them so highly as do some. Thus, during the month of June, 
the river temperature rose from 63 to 68 degrees, and, simultaneously, arose 
the river stench. The average weekly temperatures during the four weeks 
of July and the first week of August, were respectively 69, 73, 74, 73, and 
70} degrees. During these five weeks, the deodorizing operations were at 
their maximum; but I do not find that any decided improvement in the 
state of the Thames occurred until the second week in August, when the 
temperature of the river gradually fell from 695 to 65} degrees, after 
which time the stench obviously and progressively diminished. The 
deodorization was discontinued on September the 3rd, after which date the 
river temperature did not exceed 60 degrees. Judging also from the 
remarks of persons constantly on the river, I do not think that the effects 
produced by the deodorants were quite so decisive as has been represented. 

The deodorizing agents employed, were chiefly chloride of lime, of which 
478 tons were used, and chalk lime, of which 4280 tons were used. The 
expenditure on the chloride of lime probably constituted about one third of 
the total expenditure. It is important to recognize the fact that these two 
agents act on very different principles. Chloride of lime destroys putrescible 
matter; lime merely delays putrefaction. I consider that the money 
expended on chloride of lime was well spent, or at any rate, that chloride of 
lime was the most likely agent that oat be selected to effect an abatement 
of the stench. But I have great doubt whether any benefit whatever 
accrued from the use of lime, which is a mere retarder of putrefaction. If 
we could delay the putrefaction of sewage until that sewage had found its 
way out of the river, we might hope to effect some good with lime; but this 
is quite impossible during the period of the river stench. It is not two or 
three days’, or even a week’s sewage, that has any marked effect upon the 
state of the river. For the cause of the stench, undoubtedly, is the large 
yen of sewage matter which accumulates in that portion of the 

hames oscillating twice a day between Blackwall and Battersea. There 
was no obvious stench experienced at Battersea at low water, or at Blackwall 
at high water; but each locality suffered according as it came into relation 
with the comparatively unchanged body of foul water which was moved to 
and fro by every tide. In all probability, the hot weather would have been 
quite inoperative in causing the sewage of the Thames to become offensively 
putrescent, if we could then have had the same amount of dilution and scour 








which exists now ; but, during the hot weather, the quantity of water daily 
poured into the Thames was only about five times as great as the quantity 
of sewage, and the proportion of sewage in the mass of river water gradually 
approximated to that ratio. The body of foul river water, carried up to 

attersea with every flow, and carried down to Blackwall with every 
ebb of the tide, received its daily accession of sewage, which oscillated to 
and fro for an indefinite period, before it finally made its way to sea. Now, 
the process of liming sewage retards its putrefaction for two or three days 
only, a mae | quite inoperative in effecting any alteration of the river stench. 
Moreover, the putrescence of limed sewage, when once established, is of a 
most disgusting character. Again, the addition of lime to the river tends to 


produce an increased deposit of very objectionable mud. If, during the | | 


summer drought, the liquid sewage escapes with extreme slowness, the 
sewage mud escapes with still greater slowness. Every ebb tide deposits its 


filth on the exposed banks of the river, and while the water does not acquire | | 


a temperature above 70 degrees, that of the mud may rise to considerably 
above 100 degrees , and when this sun-acted-upon mud is washed up by the 
succeeding flow, we, above London Bridge, experience the maximum of river 
stench. I think it most important to avoid the use of deodorizing agents, 
which, like lime, tend to produce any considerable increase in the goed 
of river mud. At Leicester and Tottenham, where the process of liming 
sewage was adopted with great advantage, the clarified sewage, carefully 
separated from the deposit of mud and filth, was alone allowed to mingle 
with the streams. 

Perchloride of iron, the agent proposed to be used by the Metropolitan 
Board during the forthcoming summer, corresponds in its mode of action 
rather with lime than with chloride of lime. Its chief action consists in 
retarding putrefaction, though at the same time it does act, to some extent, 
as a destroyer, or oxidizer, of putrescible matter.* Drs, Hofmann and 


Frankland originally recommended this agent for one specific purpose. || 


They proposed that it should be used as a substitute for lime, in the same 
manner that lime had been heretofore used at the Leicester and Tottenham 
Works. That is to say, the sewage was to be treated with perchloride of 
iron, and allowed to stand at rest. The clear defecated liquid was then to 
be run into the river, and the deposit of filth to be carried away. From 
their experiments there can, I think, be no doubt as to the extreme 
applicability of perchloride of iron for that special purpose, and to its 
superiority over lime in the completeness, rapidity, permanence, and 
economy of its action. But the above described mode of dealing with 
sewage, and that proposed to be carried out by the Metropolitan Board 
during the present year, are entirely different; and it by no means follows 
that an agent, which is the most suitable for the one purpose, should 
necessarily be the most suitable for the other. 

In comparing perchloride of iron with lime as a material to be cast into 
the sewers, and thence into the river, I should say that the advantages 
were nearly all on the side of perchloride of iron, Measured even by its 
immediate effect, it is certainly cheaper than lime; Drs. Hofmann and 
Frankland estimate it at only half the price. But it also delays 
putrefaction for a much longer period than lime. It does not necessitate the 
production of so large a quantity of mud, and the mud which is produced | 
will probably be of a less putrescible character. On the other hand, the mud 
produced by perchloride of iron is characterized by a somewhat rapid 
subsidence ; in otker words, it is more likely to be deposited than is the mud | 
produced by lime. Another inconvenience which will probably follow the | 
use of perchloride of iron will be the darkening in colour, or even the} 
blackening of the river. If the great object of the chemical treatment of | 
sewage is to — popular outcry, I think, any injury to the appearance of | 
the river will be most prejudicial to such object. The black colour of the | 
river most certainly would not give any real occasion for public alarm, but | 
neither does the foul smell. Yet it is quite certain that an offensive colour | 
and an offensive smell ure alike exceedingly liable to create alarm. 

In comparing perchloride of iron with chloride of lime, I am not at all 
sure that the advantages are on the side of the iron salt. Chloride of lime is 
an agent of well-established efficacy, which has been used as a deodorant 
under almost every variety of circumstance. Unlike the iron-salt, it would | 
promote rather than impede the due oxygenation of the water, a point to| 
which Dr. Miller has very justly attached much importance. Perchloride of | 
iron must be regarded at present almost as an experimental deodorant, and | 
the circumstances under which it proved successful are very different from | 
the circumstances under which it is now proposed to be used. I am} 
informed that perchloride of iron, used somewhat in the manner in which it | 
is proposed to be used by the Board of Works, was tried at,Croydon, where it 
proved completely unsuccessful. 

Drs. Hofmann and Frankland say, that one gallon of perchloride of iron | 
defecated 15,000 gallons of sewage, and that the clarified sewage remained | 
sweet for nine days. Whether or not it afterwards putrefied is not stated. | 
The particulars of their experiments are not gvien, but one can hardly doubt 
that the clarified sewage remained sweet for so long a time, on account of its 
containing a certain amount of iron in solution. But this would not be the 
case in using the perchloride of iron in the manner now proposed. The 
clarified sewage, mixing with the calcareous river water, would very soon 
be deprived of its dissolved iron. 

With regard to the putrefaction of the deposit produced by the addition of 
perchloride of iron to sewage, Drs. Hofmann and Frankland’s account is not 
very detailed. They say:—‘* Having thus stated the results of our 
experiments regarding the process of deodorization, it remains only to draw 
particular attention to the importance of discharging the sewage into the 
river as free from mechanically-suspended matter as possible. We have 
found that this suspended matter, when separated even from the deodorized 
sewage, rapidly passes, in warm weather, into a state of active putrefaction. | 
The removal of this matter would, in a great measure, prevent the formation | 
of any offensive deposit upon the banks of the Thames, not to speak of the 
improvement in the appearance of the river, which would thus secured. | 
We are therefore of opinion that filtration should be invariably employed at | 
the outfall of the western division, and that subsidence, if not actual | 
filtration, should be resorted to at the two remaining outfalls.” From | 
which I can only infer, that the action of the perchloride of iron was found | 
to correspond with that of lime. It produced a clarified sewage which might 
innocuously be cast into the river, but that, like lime, it also produced a| 
sludge, or mud, scarcely less liable to putrefaction than the undefecated | 











| 





sewage itself. Drs. Hofmann and Frankland, we perceive, draw particular || 


attention to the importance of discharging none but clarified sewage into the 
Thames; but according to the present temporary plan of the Metropolitan 
Board, the objectionable mud, or mechanically-suspended matter, is to 
accompany the deodorized sewage in its discharge. - 
Drs. Hofmann and Frankland base their calculations upon the proposition 
that a gallon of perchloride of iron, costing 6d., and six pounds of chloride of 
lime, costing 73d., will equally serve for the immediate defecation of 15,000 








*Vide Dr. Miller’s Report of June 30, 1859. 
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— of sewage. As the quantity of sewage poured daily into the Thames 
about 5300 times this quantity, the board propose to use about 5000 
gallons of the perchloride daily. Each gallon of perchloride will 
consequently be mixed with 16, gallons of sewage, or with, at least, 
100, gallons of river water. Now, the tenders for the supply of 
et ayer of iron have not yet been examined, but I have very great 

oubts whether perchloride of iron of the quality required by the board, that 
is to say, containing one pound of iron and only one ounce of free muriatic 
acid in a gallon, can be cargiied in quantity for anything like the price 
named. On the other hand, I know that chloride of lime can be procu' 
for 74d. per six pounds, and I believe that it might be procured for 
somewhat less. I think the board would have done well to have advertised 
for tenders for the supply of chloride of lime as well as for perchloride of 
a They would then have been in a position to say which would be 
cheapest, 

tn constusien, it is for this board, and the = Board, to consider 
which of the three alternatives they will adopt. Whether they will endure 
for five or six weeks the unmitigated stink, and put up with the abuse they 
are likely to experience from Parliament and the press for doing nothing. 
Or, secondly, whether they will expend a moderate amount of money in case 
any excessive annoyance should arise, so as to quell the panic that would 
then probably occur. The adoption of this course is recommended by the 
probability that there will not be, during the present summer, that 
remarkable drought which existed during the two preceding summers, and 
which so greatly aggravated the stench. Or, thirdly, whether they will 
expend a sum of twenty or thirty thousand pounds (the interest of half a 
million of money), in a determined experiment to mitigate the smell to the 
greatest possible extent ; an extent, however, which is quite undefinable, 
but which, in my opinion, will not prove very great, if the heat and drought 
are at all comparable with what existed last year. In the event of this last 
course being decided upon, it will have to be considered whether perchloride 
of iron is the cheapest and most effective agent that can be employed. 
Whether or not it is the cheapest will be shown by the tenders ; but, in the 
event of its not proving to be considerably the cheapest, I should be inclined 
to prefer chloride of lime. The experiments of Drs. Hofmann and 
Frankland undoubtedly show, that sewage deodorized by perchloride of iron 
is rendered more permanently inoffensive than that deodorized by chloride of 
lime; but they have not reported any experiments bearing on the more 

rtinent question, whether the exposed sludge produced by perchloride of 
iron is less liable to putrefaction than that produced by chloride of lime. 

Supposing this great experiment to be tried, and the summer drought to 
be inconsiderable, it is obvious that the experiment, as a mere experiment to 
guide in future years, will be valueless; for it will be impossible to 
distinguish the diminution of the stench due to deodorization, from that due 
to extra dilution and down-scour. The proposal is, to begin the use of the 
deodorizer early in May, and no doubt this is an advisable plan, if it be 
determined to put down the smell at any cost. I would, however, 
recommend heer | guagings of the river to be taken, and no deodorizer to 
be employed until, at any rate, the amount of stream water showed an 
obvious tendency to decrease. So long as the stream water is in 
considerable abundance, no very great smell need be apprehended, even in 
the height of summer. 

My general conclusions are the following :—I1st It is demonstrable that the 
river-stench, as experienced during the last two summers, did not sensibly 
affect public health. 2nd. It is doubtful whether the river-stench will be so 
objectionable this year as it was upon the two preceding years. 3rd. But, 
in the event of the drought and heat being as great this summer as 
heretofore, it is doubtful whether twenty thousand pounds worth of the most 
suitable deodorizers known would produce any decided diminution of the 
stench. 4th. It is doubtful whether, or at any rate has not been proved, 
that _perchloride of iron is the deodorizer altogether best adapted to the 
peculiarities of the case.—I am &c., 

April 10th, 1860. 


THE MANCHESTER CORPORATION AND THE GAS CONSUMERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


The General Purposes Committee of the corporation have submitted to the 
council the following report on the proceedings of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on the Manchester Improvement Bill, and the opposition offered to it 
by the Consumers’ Association :— ; 

“Mr. Hope Scott, Q.C., appeared, and opened the case for the bill on be- 
half of the corporation, and Mr. Denison, Q.C., and another gentleman, in- 
structed by Mr. Marriott, appeared on behalf of the gas consumers and rate- 

ayers of the pears | of Manchester, who were the only parties appearing 
n opposition to the bill. 

“The town-clerk was examined by Mr. Scott in support of the preamble, 
and subsequently was examined at considerable length by the chairman and 
other members of the committee. 

“Upon Mr. Denison proposing to cross-examine the town-clerk, the right 
of the petitioners to be heard was objected to by Mr. Scott, and contended 
for at considerable length by Mr. Denison. At the conclusion of Mr. Deni- 
son’s address, and before hearing Mr. Scott’s reply, the committee retired, 
and after a short time requested to see the agents of the promoters and op- 
ponents of the bill. 

“The undersigned were subsequently informed by Mr. Pritt, the town- 
clerk’s parliamentary agent, that the committee, without being considered 
as intimating or expressing any opinion whatever, wished to know whether 
any assurance or agreement could be given or entered into for a further re- 
duction of 6d. per 1000 feet in the price of gas, which would put an end to 
any further inquiry or expense. 

“The undersigned, acting under the advice of the town-clerk, at once 
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“This result has fully confirmed the opinion so frequently given by the 
town-clerk, that the gas consumers would not be heard, and, no age] by 
shortening the inquiry, has saved a large expenditure ; but it is only right to 
state that, with their entire sanction, the town-clerk urged upon the éounsel 
representing the corporation that there was no desire whatever to shrink from 
the investigation, and that the corporation would be glad to have the oppor- 
tunity of publicly disproving the charges made in their petition by the Gas 
Consumers’ Association. 

“The petition, together with the report of Messrs. Quilter, Ball, and Co. 
has been printed and extensively circulated. Until the improvement bill had 
been disposed of, and the course which the committee might determine to 

been ascertained, it was impossible to take any public notice of the ex- 
traordinary statement contained in the petition. 

** The undersigned, however, think it only due to the council, and to those 
whom they represent, now to show upon what grounds the futile attempt to 
oppose the improvement bill, which has resulted only in unnecessary ex- 
pense, has been based. 

‘The undersigned will first refer to the report of Messrs. Quilter, Ball, 
and Co., and afterwards to some of the principal allegations contained in the 
petition. 

‘In the report of Messrs. Quilter, Ball, and Co., the following paragraphs 
appear :— 

‘¢ ¢ As to the first point, we find the debt existing October 20th, 1847, 
stated as follows :— 
Mortgages upon the gas-works, being part of the 
first charge of £100,000. authorized to be bor- 
rowed under the powers of the several Acts of 








Parliament now in force relating to thegas-works £97,500 0 0 
Mortgages upon the gas-works portion of £150,000., 
authorized to be borrowed asa second charge upon 
such works, for improvements and paying off the 
Market Street debt, by the 7th and 8th Victoria, 
e. 41 (the Manchester Improvement Act) . 98,100 0 0)| 
We deduce from the accounts that from this date up 
to the 24th June, 1851, further sums were raised 
by way of mortgage, amounting to . . . . 22,900 0 0 
£218,500 0 0 
And in like manner amount paid off. . - e 22,800 0 0 


Producing a total debt at 24th June, 1851, of . .£195,700 0 0 
“ * At this date we find in the gas accounts, June 24th, 1851, a statement 
of the existing debt in 1851, which shows :— 








Amount borrowed under Act 1830 . . . £8,500 0 0 
Ditto 1831 ehh a we 1,700 0 0 

Ditto a -e <<: «bs: a ee es 

Co ee a a - £97,600 0 0 
Whereas, as stated above, it appeared to be - £195,700 9 0 
£98,100 0 0 


ch the published accounts do not explain.’ 

‘It is, perhaps, not surprising that Messrs, Quilter, Ball, and Co., who are 
altogether unacquainted with the workings of the corporation, should have 
supposed there was an apparent difference of £98,100; but it is extraordi- 
nary that the gentlemen connected with the Gas Consumers’ Association, who 
assume to have some knowledge upon the subject, should not have discovered 
that, instead of there being any apparent difference, the accuracy of the ac- 
counts of the gas committee is singularlg proved by the investigation and 
report of Messrs. Quilter, Ball, and Co. 

‘“‘ To any careful reader it will be obvious that the statement in 1847 is a}| 
statement, as is most clearly expressed, not only of the debt of the gas com- 
mittee, but also of the debt of the improvement committee, with which the 
gas committee has no connexion (being, in fact, extracts from a return made 
to the council at that date of the whole of the debts of the corporation) ; 
whilst, in 1851, it is a statement by the gas committee of their own debt | 
only, in which, of course, the debt of £98,100 belonging to the improvement 
committee is not and ought not to be included. 

‘“« It willonly be necessary to refer to a few of the allegations contained in 
the petition, which contains forty-six paragraphs, and is full of mere asser- 
tions. It is only where facts or figures are given that its inaccuracy can be | | 
shown. The petition asserts that— 

“ ¢A statement of account for the year ending 24th June, 1859, was || 
printed by the corporation, showing many thousand pounds less surplus | | 
profit than another printed statement of account for the same year which || 
they afterwards published.’ i 

** Such statement is entirely unfounded. The facts are, that since the | 
year 1856, in addition to the statement of receipts and expenditure, a stock | 
account and revenue balance-sheet have been published, showing the amount | 
of surplus profit divisible between the water-works and improvement depart- | 
ments. Difficulty in ascertaining the amount of the gross profit had been || 
suggested, and, in order to remove all doubt or difficulty, it was last year 
determined slightly to alter the form in which the accounts had been pub- 
lished, in order to show more clearly the gross profit and the charges thereon, | 
as well as the surplus profit which, after payment of such charges, was | | 
applicable for the purposes of the improvement and water- works departments. | | 

** A few (twenty) copies of the aecounts in the old form were priuted, for! 
the use only of the 3 of the ittee, whilst the propriety of making | 
the alteration referred to was being considered ; and the alteration ultimately | 
adopted in the only statement of accounts printed for circulation was one of | 
form only, as the figures, including the amount of the ‘ surplus profit’ in || 
both printed statements were unchanged. | 

eA | 


— an - agit differenceof . . — 
whi 
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stated that it wasimpossible for them to discuss or to enter into any agr t 
| whatever in relation to the price of gas—that they had no power to interfere 
with or in any way to fetter the discretion of the council, by whom alone the 
question of price can be determined—and that even if they had the power, 
they should decline to be parties to any arrangement which might, and no 
doubt would, be construed into an admission of the truth of the reckless and 
unfounded allegations contained in the petition presented against the bill, 

which the undersigned stated they were prepared, if the committee de- 

|| termined to proceed with the inquiry, most fully and completely to disprove. 
“Such determination having been communicated to the committee, they 

| returned and continued the inquiry, and Mr. Hope Scott proceeded to reply 

| to the arguments advanced by Mr. Denison on behalf of the gas consumers ; 





|| but before he had finished his address he was stopped by the chairman, who 
|| intimated that it was not necessary to trouble him further, as the com- 
| mittee agreed with him that the gentlemen for whom Mr. Denison appeared 
had no locus standi, and therefore no right to be heard against the bill. 

| “This decision was given about two o’clock, and in the course of a few 
| 

' 


minutes the bill as proposed on behalf of the corporation passed, and the 
committee adjourned. 





gst other statements made, the petition asserts that— 

“+The facility of charging the gas-works and revenue with large || 

sums for improvement purposes, has induced a greater expenditure than | | 

the accounts of the corporation seem to warrant; for in 1851, with a | 

gas rental of £93,000, the surplus profit for the year is stated at | 

£37,500 ; but in 1859, with a gas rental increased to £141,000, the | 

surplus profit for half the year is stated to be only £10,690.’ | 

“ This allegation is equally untrue. The facts are that for the year ended || 
June 24th, 1851, the gross rental was £95,107,—the amount received | 

£93,606, and the gross profit was £51,028; whilst for the year ending June 
24th, 1859, the gross rental was £145,254,—the receipts £141,462, and the 
gross profit £58,789. ‘ 

“The gas accounts being made out yearly, no statement of half a year’s 

profit has been given. It is supposed that the sum of £10,690 referred to in 

the petition, and called ‘the surplus profit for half a year,’ is the balance of 

the surplus profits payable to the improvement and water-works departments 

for the year ended June 24th, 1858, which, as clearly appears upon the face 

of the accounts, had no connexion with the year 1859, except that the 

amount necessarily appeared as a payment after the termination of the year 
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in which it was earned. In the published accounts, the sum referred to is not 
described as ‘ surplus profit for the half-year,’ but is distinctly stated to be 
* balance of surplus for the year ending June 24th, 1858.’ 

‘* The petition also states that— : 

“* The management of the gas-works and revenue is shown to be de- 
Sective by comparing the accounts of the corporation for 1847 with those 
for 1858; for in the latter year, with double capital, double the gas 
produced, nearly three times the number of customers, and more than 
twice the length of main, the surplus profit is £8000 less than in 1847.’ 

‘* What are the facts? The rental for the year ending June 24th, 1847, 
when the average net price of gas was 5s, 9d. per 1000 feet, was £80,781, 
and the gross profit was £46,173. Whilst the rental for the year ending 
June 24th, 1898, when the price of gas was 5s per 1000 feet, with a discount 
according to the quantity consumed reducing the minimum price to 4s per 
1000 feet, was £130,169, and the gross profit £55,294. 

‘“ The reduction in price of 9d. per 1000 feet upon the private consumption 
of 1858, was equal to the sum of £17,665—the additional discount allowed 
to consumers amounted to the sum of £3969—and the average price for 
cannel during 1847 was 13s, 10d. per ton, and during 1858, 15s. 1}d. per ton, 
or a difference of 1s. 34d. per ton, which, upon the 61,020 tons carbonized du- 
ring 1858, amounts to the sum of £3940. 

“For the purpose of instituting a fair comparison of the working of 1858 
with 1847, such several sums, amounting together to £25,574, ought to be 
added to the gross profits of £55,294 before stated, making a total of 
£80,868 in 1858, as compared with £46,173 in 1847. 

“The inaccuracy of the allegation now being referred to is really as- 
tounding. Notwithstanding the reduction in price, and the increased 
charges in 1858, which together amounted to the sum of £25,574, the gross 
profit made in the year 1858, instead of being £8000 less, is actually £9121 
more than in the year 1847 ; and as it appears to the undersigned, the council 
may be well content, as suggested by the Gas Consumers’ Association, to 
leave the efficiency or otherwise of the management of the gas-works to be 
determined by a comparison of the result, when correctly stated, of the 
working in 1858, with the result of the working in 1847. 

“The undersigned will not stop to inquire whether the misstatements 
which they have deemed it their duty to expose, are the result of gross ig- 
norance or of wilful misrepresentation. In either case, they are wholly in- 
defensible, and discreditable alike to all parties by whom or by whose au- 
thority they have been made and circulated. 

“In conclusion, the undersigned would observe that the selfish character 
of the opposition, which has been raised by the Gas Consumers’ Association 
to the proceedings of the Corporation both in Parliament and in Manchester, 
is strongly evidenced by the fact that they, in their petition, actually com- 
plain that the improvements made are ‘ professedly for the general benefit of 
the ratepayers of the city, and not for the benefit of those ratepayers only 
who are the gas consumers’; and that they also allege that ‘ there are in 
Manchester upwards of 50,000 houses in which gas is not consumed, 
principally the dwellings of the labouring classes, and representing about 
|| aquarter of a million of souls,’ who, as was strongly urged by their counsel, 
|| Mr. Denison, do not contribute towards the expense of the improvements 
effected, which they would do if, as Mr. Denison contended they ought to be, 
such improvements were effected Jy means of an improvement rate, and 
'not out of gas profits. They also allege that the gas debt ought to be 
|| more quickly liquidated, ‘in order that the price of gas might, as the con- 

|sequence, be reduced,’ upon the ground, as urged by the association, that, 
|| 80 soon as the gas debt is extinguished, the gas may be supplied at the cost of 
|| the manufacture. 

“It appears to the undersigned that, so far as can be judged by the alle- 
gations inthe petition, and by the arguments urged in their support, the 
Gas Consumers’ Association entirely ignore the fact that the gas-works are 
the property of the ratepayers, and not the gas consumers. They appear to 
forget that whatever may be the amount of the gas debt—and, indeed, if the 
debt were entirely liquidated—the value of the property belonging to the 
ratepayers, and employed in the manufacture of gas, would remain the same, 
and that the reasonable profit, having reference to such value, arising from 
the manufacture of gas, belongs to the ratepayers generally, as the owners of 
the gas-works, and not to the consumers of gas only, and ought to be ex- 
pended in, and for on psy by which the ratepayers at large, and not the 
gas consumers only, will be benefited. 
| (Signed) 








“Tvre Macxre, Mayor. 
ELKANAH ARMITAGE. 
antag A CurTIs. 

OSEPH Heron, Town-clerk. 

“ Town Hall, 21st March, 1860.’ eeu 





Natura Gas.—The Kanawha (Virginia) Republican, noticing the 
‘workshops of nature,” in Western Virginia, ane “The extent ee her 
manufactory of gas down in the lower regions, near Malden, on the 
Kanawha river, may be estimated by the fact that when, in the spring of 
|| 1844, in boring a salt well, at the depth of 1000 feet the augur struck the 
reservoir of gas, the stream of gas that rose to the upper surface was so 
powerful as to shoot the whole boring apparatus, consisting of 1000 feet of 
poles and a sinker weighing 5(0 pounds, into the air, like an arrow. The 
|| stream of gas is three inches in diameter, and has been blowing up with 
unabated force, day and night, for sixteen years. When our railroad is 
completed, this gas may be turned to some account. Pipes may be laid along 
the road so as to light up by night the whole road, east to Richmond and 
west to Cincinnati, and then enough to spare to light up three cities.” 
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Dr. Capital Account, 1859. Cr. 
works, plant, Ge 2. 2 2 se . £270,654 12 8 | Capital, 8000shares . . . £270,000 0 0 
Coals” (ve =< & i: * os ° 15,795 11 3 | Balance of ninth dividend . 40 0 
oll a ae i ae ae on = 8 Tenth =— a ee —— 0 0 
: Ses. a. ae ae 47 Reserve-fund . 15,097 0 5 
Sundry debtors for gas and fittings . 36,642 8 7 | Baron Maud *. 2,700 0 0 
Ps ae a ee ee wee 40 71 Sundrycreditors. ....... 22,537 18 2 

| Profit and loss (unappropriated balance) 619 3 
£329,282 2 10 £329,282 2 10 

Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 
Suowanses end bad debts £796 110 | Balance brought forwardfrom 1858... . ...... 0 68497 
a interest 2,485 11 2 Net profits of first half year from consumption of gas, sale of fittings, &e. 25,563 5 11 
a0. Paes 4,569 10 9 | Ditto of second helt yore ata * sos eee + + 26,570 8 11 
Amount carried Eee . » * s 0 Dittc from sale of coke for six months . 2,195 7 9 
Ninth dividend . . ...... 18,000 0 0 
Tenth dows oe ep Oe et ee eee See : 18,900 0 0 
alf of excess over 12 per cent. dividends payable to sionnaires 4. 

Wear and tear of ints a er ee —_ : ee eae td 10 0 
Balance carried to 1860 oi he "619 3 
£54,343 12 2 | £54,343 12 2 
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GAS LIGHTING IN SOUTH AMERICA. 
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE R10 DE JANEIRO Gas CoMPANY 
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS 


Gentlemen,—It is with great satisfaction that I fulfil the duty of stating to | 
you the actual position of our company, and of laying before you for exami- | | 


nation the general balance-sheet, made up to the 3lst of December last. 
The expressive language of figures will give you an accurate idea of the 
progressive increase of our operations, as shown in the following table :— 


Public Private and Public 
: Lamps. Buildings. 

On the Jan. 1, 1855, there were lighted by gas 1487 . . 950 
” » 1856, ” » meee so « SS 

” » 1857, ” » wwe. es 

” ” 1858, ” ” 3419 . . 3607 

” »» 1859, ” » ae *« « 4309 

9 4828 


’ ’ 1860, ” ” a 

The general net-work of mains extends over nearly 100 miles, and so far as 
the pudlic lamps are concerned, there remain few to put up; but private 
consumption still promises a great development, because facts have incon- 
testably proved that gas affords the best and cheapest light that can be ob- 
tained, and that the palace and the cottage can equally avail of it. Now, 
not more than one-fourth of the houses included in the space traversed by our 
mains are, at present lighted by gas, owing, partly, to the impossibility of 

romptly executing the orders which are constantly flowing in for fitting up 
Sealed and there can, therefore, be no doubt that, gradually, all the dwel- 
lings within reach of our mains will avail of this great improvement. 

t have, also, pleasure in informing you that, during the last half year, we 
have at last been able to attract the attention of the — of this capital to 
the advantages accruing from the use of coke as a fuel in culinary operations. 
The low price at which it suits us to sell this residual product having estab- 
lished the fact that a saving of nearly 50 per cent., as compared with the 
cost of wood, is obtained by the use of coke, the orders for it have become so 
numerous, that we can no longer execute them. A permanent demand for 
our coke is consequently secured, and this will have a beneficial influence on 
the dividends. 

The following table, showing the dividends paid in each half year, places 
before you the actual results which have been derived from the employment 
of the capital which our shares represent. 





First six months of 1855, dividend paid . £1 7 O pershare. 
Second “ 9 - che enw Ce - 
First ~ 1856, ee . < 117 0 ~ 
Second ae * 9 os = « = ee ie 
First es 1857, ‘ . 330 » | 
Second a ” a ‘ 2 310 ~ | 
First ee 1858, ~ . 20 6 ae 
Second 9 2 ” 25 0 pa | 
First - 1859, pee 38 « 
Second ‘ 2.8 oe | 


’ ” ” a Te 
The dividend for the first six months of 1858 was equal to £2. 3s. 10d. on | 
the original shares, because in the middle of that half year 1000 new shares | 
were issued, which participated in the actual dividend of £2. Os. 6d. 
As you are aware, all profits above 12 per cent. are equally divided between | 
the shareholders and the concessionnaires ; consequently, the last half yearly | 
dividend of £2. 7s. 3d., although only equal to 14 per cent. per annum on | 
the capital, really shows a net profit of 16 per cent. for the twelvemonths—a | 
profit which is susceptible of progressive increase for the reasons above set 
forth. Our undertaking is therefore one of the most lucrative investments of 


capital in this country, and we may, without hesitation, anticipate that at | | 


no distant period our shares will be worth more than double their present 
value*, on the simple but unfailing ground that capital, sooner or later, seeks 
those modes of investment which promise the largest and safest returns; and 
on — ground our splendid enterprize can well challenge comparison with 
any other. 

I have, moreover, great satisfaction in being able to tell you that the iron 
mains which were first laid are in perfect condition, thus showing how un- 
founded were the sinister auguries of those who foretold that the destruction 
of the mains would prove a great drawback to the prosperity of this company. 
It is now placed beyond doubt, that the large per centage of our profits 
which, in accordance with our provident articles of association, is annually | 
added to our reserve-fundt, will be abundantly sufficient to meet any deterio- 
ration which is likely to take place in our plant. 

The works necessary for the progressive development of our undertaking 
are being carried out gradually or with rapidity, according to the necessities 
of each respective case. 

The large tank is nearly ready for receiving the immense gasometer, which | 
is calculated to meet every requirement of the consumption. 

The servants of the company fulfil satisfactorily their respective duties, 
and more especially our able engineer, Mr. Ginty, whose zeal and talent, as 
you are well aware, may be equalled but not surpassed. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, allow me to assure you that every information 
will be afforded to the auditors whom you are about to elect for the purpose 
of examining the accounts.—I am, oonrsened your most obedient servant, 


Signed) Baron DE Mava. 
Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 15, 1860. 





* The shares are £33. l5s., all paid, and were worth in Rio, on the 15th of February 
last, £47. 5s. 

+ Ten per cent. of net profits is carried annually to the reserve-fund, which now 
amounts to £15,000 sterling. 
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Board of Inland Revenue, 


OLD JEWRY, LONDON, 


E. W. LADD and CO. are now prepared to supply Copies of the Standard Cubic Foot 
constructed by them for the Office of Her Majesty’s Exchequer. | 
| 


E. W. LADD AND CO., 
Standard Weight and Measure Manufacturers, and Hydrometer, &c., Makers to the 
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Price Current, 
CASTINGS, rer Ton. eS were COALS, t PER Tox. 
° . | Neweastle.—Unscreened. Scotch mn. 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas-Pipes, per Yard. | Whitwell Primrose .,.....++-+» 68. 8d. Boghead, at Leith ....+-.+-+4+.+ 498.00 
one . : ——_——- | sley, Eighton Moor ‘and irkness, best......, coeee 23 0 
ljin. | 2in. | 2jin. 4in. | Sin. | Gin. 8in. | 9in. | 10in.| 12in. | BMIADOPE rsnngessesecoee 6 Capeldrae, Ist quality. ee 
| > | oP ae ad — ge farrmg, Pelaw .,..- dadlectecna: Ate ind tt eeeres eee 12 6 || 
' 2 ) a , Lad , 4 | 
16 21 28 |! 33 51 70 89 | 107 126 149 177 |2081bs | or Pelton, " Peareth, South Lesmahago, at eas oseeses ‘ 4 : 1 
| | i ie kee, - EE 40bd0000% _ | 
| | Yorkshire, | Pelaw, Washington Hutton, DOD cL bakecdes v¢sveues i oe | 
| | Retail Prices are 5to 10 per cent. | wo ‘Glasgow. New- | wales. |Derbyshire, and South Peareth...,.5+,+6- 7 9 | Wemyss. 222E TT 20 @ | 
higher. | castle | sealers. Tait he FF LEE cccccccsecccoence 1 © || 
Ce ee EL | Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel... 16 0 | Pirnie.,....,. srteteeteesteese 19 0 || 
&£sa/£8.d./858. a/8 8. d.| £5. a. | 
Pig Iron, No. 1. an 06/212 6/3 00/8 5 0| 310 0 | FREIGHTS. 
af and 2 inches Socket- “Pipes. | 700/600 16 5 0/610 0| 615 0 | Coastwise—Newoastle,—Per Ton. Foreign.—Per Keel. | 
2jand3_,, ” +++ 610 0/510 0/515 0 600/650 | Gales SS 6s.0d. | Boulogne and sabes hana £8 0 6|| 
4 and5 ,, ers] & 00'5 00/)5 56 0);510 0) 515 0 Cork . tt i .10 6 EY cccaccssntuces'scs 24 Ov!) 
6 in. and upwards 515 0/415 0}5 0 0|5 5 0] 510 O | Dovor.. . 8 0 | Bordeaux .. . 14 106) | 
Retorts, —— hot bl blast. a 510 0/410 0/415 0/5 0 0! 5 5 0 | pupiin. 7722.2: gc Ee (ap adies iach ove cseeene-<es 13 10 ¥4 | 
-/610 0'5 §6 01';510 03};6 00;650 | Ry ” 0 | Copenhage Os. 9 OUT) 
| | | Exeter Quay ...seccsceceeseeee 10 0 ppenhagen , 8, 10s.to 9 OU!) 
Tank Plates, § thick and above. 16 0 0'5 0 0'5 5 0/510 0! 510 0 | Folkestone :........000- EES | Dieppe a Rae aaa aioe 8 15 uy) | 
| London (Pool) ...scerccece ceaee Wl PEE Curse cenceneesecenees o- 244 Oy! 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, | Lowestoft & Yarmouth ....,.... 5 0 ERIS ve 00220222 RTD. ~ » Cel 
. . Spee decesstouserseeesss Havre . Ccccccccccegeeces oo WRT 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount. Portsmouth .....+eseeseveveeee 8 O | Leghorn .......... Lopdtanarers 24 0 °|} 
a men x ; eS eee 8 6 | Lisbon . Aa ee auhchacteres Ee 
| 2in. |1} in.{1}in.} lin | jin. | Zin. | Ramsgate & Margate’ “one 8 0 3 | 
} | Whitstable = 1 5 
8. d.| 8s. d.| s. d./ s. d.| 8. d.| 8. d. Weymouth .. = 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2to 12 ft. , perft.| 1 8} 1 0} 010; 0 7| 0 5.0 4 
| ee in, to 18 in,, each | 4 0} 2 0] 1 9} 1 3) 1 0/0 9 SUNDRIES. _ | 
Connecting-Pieces, or Long Screws....... 6; 2 3; 2 0| 1 6) 1 2;011 —_ 4 ae i) 
Bends, Springs, and Elbow wa een iron ; 9| 2 311 9) 1 0! 010 0 8 Best New castle Fire-bricks edecearreqeocoecereess per r 1000 “50s, Od. 1] 
Tees, wrought or cast .. deecrecvegeess| &@ OTe © S 813 Sit 319 US's Piopebrieiem S¢ Wetted poorroeee ee oyee --+eper 1000 57 6 | 
Crosses, wro: ght or cast... ectattisecet Sar es OS 6 | 20!'16\)1 2 Ingham’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley...,.......+0.00 55 0 1| 
SPOR COCKS. 0.0000. eccccccreccecrccscccees 17 6) 9 6} 7 6) 4 6) 3 3 2 6 Fire-clay Retorts .........sseeeeses ner foot run, 5s. éd.to 7 0 1 
with brass plug. penbesens 128 0|16 0/13 0| 7 0| 5 6 4 6 Tough Cake Copper ,..per_ton £110 a | Foreign Spelter.......per ton £29 15 | 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, ‘Plugs, and; 1 3] 0 9| 0 8| 0 6| 0 50 4 | English Pig Lead. ” {English Block Tin .... 5, 136 0 0) 
| Plain Sockets.......... eceeceeee[ Nipples} 1 0} 0 8] 0 7} O 5] O 4/0 38 | Welch Bar Iron, in London ” 6 seliees.... ove 136 0 0} 
Ses BOUETE cocccccvcccoccsevecoooes 15 0/14 O113 6!13 a6 — Tarred Rope Yarn... scoccccccsesrecescecs wsvetes per cwt. 56s. Od. 
| — | 
eee = | 
° | 
Aduertisenents. 1 
a eae ae F || 
THE STANDARD CUBIC FOOT. | 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 





(4st: -IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, | 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pan:, Charging ana 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings, 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with eyery 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on 
wholesale vor at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
| LONDON. 


EORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 


CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 

one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station- Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
| designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 


ANNEL and COAL of the best de- 


scriptions for making GAS and COKE. 

| (As per Analyses.) 

| GAS CANNEL, 1%s., 15s. 6d., and 14s. per ton. 
GAS COAL, lls. 6d., 9s, 6d., and 8s. 6d. per ton. 
| 

















STEAM COAL, 10s., Qs. 6d. * and 9s. per ton, 

All free on board V essels in Liverpool. 

Handpicked Cannel and Coal about 10 per cent. 
additional. Concession in prices made for large 
quantities. 

GAS APPARATUS of all descriptions, and on the 
most approved principles; also Purifying and other 
| materials supplied. 

ANALYSES, PLANS, and ESTIMATES, and other 
information required, and the highest references fur- 
nished on application. 

CONTRACTS for Materials and Works entered into. 

No charge made for Superintending Shipments, Pre- 
paring Bills of Lading, or passing Entries. 

EMANUEL TURNER and CO., 
Export OFFICES: 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 








' 
MM. Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that ‘she con- 
| tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
| terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


OSEPH WILLCOCK 
(late BARLOW and CO.), 

| Mechanical and Architectural Draftsman, Designer, 

| Serveyor, an «Lithographer to Gas Engineers and Gas 

| Apparatus Manufacturers, formerly ‘Superintending 

| Engineer at the largest Gas Apparatus Magnfactory on 





| the Continent. 








Patent and Designs Office, 89, Chancery Lane, 
W.C. 


TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 


HE Directors of the Arundel Gaslight 
and COKE COMPANY are desirous of receiving 
Tenders for the Supply and Erection, on their Works 
at Tortington, near Arundel, of a GASHOLDER, 33 
feet in diameter and 12 feet deep. 

Plans and Specifications may be seen at the offices of 
the Secretary to the Company, * Arundel, and at the 
offices of Mr. Charles Dixon, Engineer, Chichester, 
between the hours of nine and five. 

Tenders to be sent in, addressed to Mr. Ricnarp 
Homes, the Secretary of the Gas Company, ARUNDEL, 


LONDON, 





| before ten o’clock A.M. on Friday, the 18th of May 


next, marked ** Tender for Gasholder.” 

The Company do not pledge themselves to accept the 
lowest Tender. 

Arundel, April 14, 1860. 


PADDON AND FORD, 


GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


WET AND DRY 
GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, &c. &e. 
Sole Manufacturers of Sanders’s Patent Compensator for maintaining a correct Water-Level in the 
Meter without impeding its legitimate action. 
All are manufactured by P. and F. are guaranteed to be in strict conformity with Lord Redesdale’s Sale of 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Gas A 


to offer less resistance than Meters generally. 


Manufacturers also of PADDON?S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
‘Lhese Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 


any required consumption. 


| Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas-Works, andjeyery description of apparatus required in Gas- 


Works supplied. 


SHEEN, Gas and Railway | 





A — number of STATION:METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 
GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. The Meters are warranted 


CAUTION. | 
TO GAS-METER —- RS AND | 


THE Undersigned” ‘hereby caution | 
Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the | 
use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas-Meters, as described 
in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856; as 
well as against infringing any other portions of that or | 

any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 
NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the 
said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 

ceeded against. CROSLEY & CO,, 

103, SourHwarRk BripGe Roap, 

Loxpon, Aug. 29, 1859. 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun., 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKs, 
Near DUDLEY, 


Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &e., to any size 
or shape required. 
PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO Mopet OR DRAWING. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 

References given, if required. 


GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 


These Meters 
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GBAY, ‘BAILEY, and BARTLEET, 


BERKLEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
Manufacturers of Chandeliers and Gas Fittings, and 
Patent Steam Gauges. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 


FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&e. &e. 


LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 


| A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
|London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
CHRISTIE & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SOUTHWARK. 


HITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
| they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
jand the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 

















T° Mr. BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
WESTBROMWICH, Near BIRMINGHAM. 


tion at the manner in which you discharged your 
duties as CONTRACTOR for the TELESCOPIC GAS- | 
HOLDER, 150 feet diameter and 60 feet deep, erected 
at this Company’s Nine Elm Station in 1857. From 
that period to the present I have closely watched its 
working, and have never found the least defect either 
in workmanship or material. 

During the recent heavy gales the Gasholder, 
although containing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of | 
Gas, showed no perceptible indications of its influence, 
but worked as freely and easily as usual. 

RICHARD JONES, 
Engineer to the London Gaslight Company. 

Vauxhall, London, Nov. 9, 1859. 


Experimental Meters, 
STREET-LAM 








Sir,—I feel great pleasure in expressing my satisfac- | 
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HARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
4 ENGINEERS & METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 
Pipes, &c. 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fittings. 


GAMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E, 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


AMES NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 

Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPs, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
OHN ROGERSON and CO., 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 
Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron, 
Lonpon Houser: 

12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 


OBERT MACLAREN and (C0O., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Lronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Tron ‘Tube Makers. 











| TO GASLIGHT COMPANIES, GAS ENGINEERS, 


AND SHIPPING AGENTS. 
O* Sale, a quantity of Fire-Clay 
RETORYTS, Circular, in sections of different 
lengths. 15, 16, and 18-in. interior diameter. 
Apply to Z., Post Office, DuDLEY, which will have 
every attention paid to, 





305 


TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS 
AND FITTERS. 


GZ ARSIDE'S Registered Tube-Vice 

holds all sizes of Wrought-Iron and Brass Tubes 
with the greatest firmness and least possible pressure; 
consequently it is not so liable to split or damage the 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili- 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the 
quantity of work. Also, 

GARSIDE’S IMPROVED MAIN - DRILLING 
CLIPS, for Drilling Holes for Service-Pipes, With 
this instrument the perforation of Pipes for the attach- 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease 
and precision. Likewise, 

HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly 
approved of as vastly superior to those in present use, 
Stocks, Taps, and Dies, together with all tools con-| | 
nected with Gas Engineering. 

For Drawings, Testimonials, and prices, apply to the 
Maker, 8. GARSIDE, Stamford St., ASHTON-UNDER- 
LYNE. 


GAs Apparatus of every kind, and 

their action explained and thoroughly tested as 
to the practicability of HEATING BATHS, Conserva- 
tories, Halls, Public Buildings, &c., for all kinds of 
Cooking and Domestic Purposes, at PHILLIVS’S 
MANUFACTORY, 55, Skinner Street, SNow HILL, 
E.C, (the Original Inventor and Patentee), Gas-Fitter 


| by appointment to Her Majesty’s Government and 


many of the Nobility. 
N.B.—An assortment of Hughes’s Patent Safety 
Atlas Chandeliers, and all kinds of Gas-fittings of a 


| superior style and workmanship. 


| WALTER MABON, Engineer, 





ARDWICK IRON WorkKS, FAIRPIBLD STREET 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
GASUOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 


| heayy Wrought-Iron Structures. 


GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 


| square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 


Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 


| 10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 


scope, Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Mapufac- 


| tories, or Public Buildings, 


g' 
PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from2 inches 
to 48 inches bore. 








MANUFACTURER OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 


P GOVERNSRS AND 


LAVA BURNERS, 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 








ALSO MANUFACTURE 


EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 
PATENT GAS 


These Valves are formed of two Cast-Iron Cylinders, with segmental divisions, having the faces ground gas-tight—the 
'|upper Cylinder turning horizontally on the lower one. 
The lower Cylinder has pipes from each division, communicating with the vessels to and from which the gas is to be 
||passed. The upper Cylinder has corresponding divisions, so arranged as to direct the passage of gas to the different segmental 
| divisions in the lower part, and when it is turned on the face of the lower one, to alter the flow of gas from one vessel to another, 
| Many of these Valves are now in use on Gas-Works; and, amongst others, the following may be mentioned :— 


CHELTENHAM GAS-WORKS.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 9-inch Connexions. 
NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE.—Valves for 3 Purifiers, with 12-inch Connexions. 
BASINGSTOKE,—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions. 
WARMINSTER.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions, and Bye-pass Valve for Meter. 
GODALMING.—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 5-inch Connexions. 
RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT.—A Bye-pass Valve for Exhauster, with 9-inch Connexions. 
The Engineers of either of these Works have kindly allowed reference to be made to them. 


IRON WORKS, FROME SELWOOD. 
EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 


VALVES. 


PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS, ann OTHER IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


HAVING PATTERNS SUITABLE FOR GAS-WORKS OF DIFFERENT SIZES. 
































TS 
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BOULTON’ § PATENT DRY GAS. METERS, 


Of which upwards of 24,000 are at present in use, having gained for themselves an unparalleled 
patronage from all the principal Gas Companies and Consumers, on account of their unerring registra. 
tion and the superior workmanship and materials used in their construction, enables the Patentee to 
sell them now at competitive prices with those of other makers. 

Every description of Improved Wet or Patent Dry Meters and Gas Apparatus manufactured by 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL. 
All Meters warranted to comply with the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s ‘Sale of Gas Act.” 


BENT AND SON, 




















283, BELL-BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 
(ESTABLISHED 1880,) 
Manufacturers of 


J. C. BENT’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER; 
Also of 
ALLAN’S PATENT COMPENSATOR, 
Both of which are warranted to meet the requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT. | 


Station-Meters. Street Lamps of all kinds, plain and ornamental. 





GUARANTEED WITHIN THE SALE OF GAS ACT. | 


ESSON’S KAY’S | 
PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER. | PATENT HYDRAULIC-VALVE GAS-METER. | 


. MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
wikLLiAM COWAN, 








Buccleuch Street Works, EDINBURGH; and Strutt Street, MANCHESTER. 
ESTABLISHED 1827. 





TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only reRrEct joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. | 





Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to | 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. | 





KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











"a a 

















KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are! 
made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for Burning Retorts, by which | 





Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them 


FREE FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. 
By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, || 


RETORT OVENS, FIRE-BRICKS, GUARDS, SADDLES, RABBITTED BURS, FLUES, AND QUARRIES, ARE ALL 
MANUFACTURED OF THE SAME QUALITY OF CLAY. 


Every Retort and Brick is s branded as ae, Stourbridge.” 








| 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. } 
| 
| 
| 
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CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 


PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS | 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 

and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 
MANUFACTURED BY | 


CROSLEY & COQ., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 


Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 


&e. &c., similar to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 


C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters) 
according to the standard measure set forth in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas) 
Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi- 
tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 


of the new Act. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND 0C0Q., 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C., | 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
CAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND OTHER APPARATUS; | 


| 
ALSO, | 
| 


METERS FOR MEASURING WATER, &c., &c. 











IMPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METERS, 


Which completely meet the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s Sale of Gas Act, and are as simple in their construction, satis- || 
factory in working, and as low in price as the well-known Meters which have been made by W. P. and Co., and their prede- | 
cessor, Mr. Samuel Crosley, during the last forty years, and of which there are about 300,000 now in use. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS 


Of all Sizes, of the best Construction, Materials, and Workmanship, supplied on he shortest notice. 


There are about 300 Station-Meters at work of their manufacture, of sizes varying from 750 to 60,000 cubic feet per hour, | 
of which the following are some of the principal ones, recently supplied by them to London Gas Companies, viz. :— 
2 for 60,000 cubic feet per hour each to the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Westminster ; 


1 ,, 40,000 a P Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Brick Lane ; 
2 ,, 60,000 9 London Gaslight Company, Vauxhall ; 
1 ,, 60,000 ” 0 Commercial Gas Company, Stepney ; 
1 ,, 40,000 se - Equitable Gas Company, Pimlico ; 
1 ,, 40,000 om - Pheenix Gaslight Company, Greenwich, 
&e. &e. &e. 


And they have also supplied large Station-Meters to the Gas Companies at Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton, | 
Leeds, Newport, Glasgow, Manchester, Dublin, Cork, and all the principal towns in the United Kingdom, as well as many on | 


the Continent, &c., &c. 
Their Station Gas-Governors have been adopted by most of the above-named Companies, and have given universal | 


satisfaction. 
PRESSURE REGISTERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 
Minute Clocks, Consumers’ Gas-Governors, Pressure-Gauges, 
STANDARD EXPERIMENTAL GASHOLDERS FOR PROVING METERS, &c. 


GEORGE LOWE'S PATENT NAPHTHA BOXES AND MOTIVE-POWER METERS, 
WITH MACHINERY FOR WEIGHTS TO ASSIST THE SUPPLY OF GAS WHERE THE PRESSURE IS LOW. 
SPECIFIC CRAVITY APPARATUS, RAIN CAUCES, %&c. | 














eee 
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Fi VER } FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, 
WoL HAMPTON RETORT WORKS. | VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, 
ESTABLISHED 1840, WASHERS FOR STEAM-JOINTS, &c. 


' 
| JAMES LYNE HANCOCK begs to 
inform the trade he has considerably improved 
| the manufacture of his FLEXIBLE TUBING, both 
PLAIN and GLAZED, Made all sizes in 60 feet 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, lengths, - 
INDIARUBBER GAS BAGS, fitted complete with 


| 
| 8 Cock: d Tub 
| Stop-Coc S. 
WwW 0 L V E R H A M P T 0 N. ‘si eodiea tebe sddreieed to JaMEs LYNE HANCOCK, 
| 


. hie ih Vulcanized Indiarubber W yoswell Road, (oppo- 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. Mh rarreydy: ctr ya taney > 7 ygaedaaa (oppo 


JAMES MEACOCK, 
PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
: * 7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 


ESTABLISHED 1836. 


| Ta 
| J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
— / which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 


| | ‘These METERS are GUARANTEED to mect all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 
i) Berita etl klein ih 
Ui 

















GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 














F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham—Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
(Made from ‘‘ ReGistzRED’’ DESIGNS), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRaWING-kooMS and BALL-ROoMS. ‘The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
3 -—~», tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
Sage) general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
<SyY a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE Low&sT TERMS. 





JAMES OAKES and CO., | 


| 
| ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
| 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
| Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
| that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS | 
{in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
| best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
| of all sizes, Rends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
| N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
| Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
| ate attention. 














| CHARLES HorRSLeY, Agent. 

| C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- | 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


PATENT wat METER. N D E FE R I E & PATENT DRY METER. 
; S @ 9 mo wae f= 

ae (WxDe CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 108 

inventor and Patentee 


WET GASMETERS, 


/ WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE ; 


DRY METERS, | 
GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, 
: GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, ; ‘ 
Se. §e. 6 
FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. GFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, 
Eight Doors from Factory. 











~ 
























































| _ Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Mcters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- 
| erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed ina Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Drrxres 
| begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon 
|a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been applied for the 
|| adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber sealed from Gas, will never fail to faithfully 
| perform its required function. They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
| ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years. 





| 
| ee oe 


N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, 


|| of which more than 80,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 

the Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. ; ; 
||. _ To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that 
|| Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George 
|| Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas- Works, his Meter for 
| 150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subjected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as 10 | 
|| other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. : 
| As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night and day for upwards of twelve years—one continuation of 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the ordinary business hours of using Gas above ground. 





| 
| LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. | 
All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to pass the Provisions of the Standard. 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large| 
|| Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements ; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 
from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to 3 per cent. slow—is permitted. | 
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‘es ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


mH JOSEPH CLIF F, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 








| leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. ‘ - ; 
| To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
| re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 
| THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 

| LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
1] For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 

| HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
J LIFF’S Fire Bricks, Clay ; 
e 


RETORTS, &c. 








BRYAN DONKIN & CoO. 


keep always on stock their 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 
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Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
\dressed to Mr. Newton, Agent for the District, 16, 
||Castle Terrace, New Hampstead Road, KentTiIsH 
Town, N.W. 
N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 
lot Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
| Wharf, 


the works. 


BRYAN DONKIN & C0O., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 














| 

| ROUGHT-IRON Guides for Gas. 
HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific DURHAM. 

| principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in | Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
jevery direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 










| Designs and Working Drawings for Guides and ‘Ties | nectiong of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
jean be obtained of the Inventor, CHARLES Dixon, | Bankside, Southwark. : STOURBRIDGE, aN 
C.E., Chichester, Sussex. Office in London, Mr. E, M. PeRKINs, 78, Lombard Late in the occupation of 1. and W, Ring. 

\| Street. ‘ Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 


NOW READY, 


| 
|| WoL. VILL of the JOURNAL of GAS | BEST AND CHEAPEST SL 
| LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- a 

TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1859, price 2ls., bound " 
jin cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. 11., III., 


UICE-COCK. 





W. B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar | | 
| composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, aud FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing | | 


These Valves are all proved to30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving | | 


PROPRIETORS OF a 


BiztLeyY IRON =| ARRIS and PEARSON) 


jand weigh only one-fifth as much as the latter. Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, 





| LY., V., VI., and VII. are still on sale. 









Just Published, Price ls.; by Post, ls. ld., 
LETTER to the Secretary of 
STATE for the HOME DEPARTMENT on the 
|| SUPPLY of GAS in the METROPOLIS, 
By Tuomas G. Bartow, C.E. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LonpoNn. 


ALFRED PENNY, Engineer 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
_Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- | 


























. GG 
' 5) 

|'BROWN AND MAY’S PATENT. 
Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 

oo mean Se = matters ge er yAnw Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 

| Water su ve 18 also ‘epare: os tc je | 

|blast Retoris, Socket-Pipes. and Connections, Iron | NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 

Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used Wholesale Agents, Messrs. 8. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 

| 


| in Gas and Water-Works. 
;*e* Country orders executed with care and despatch. Where a Sample may be seen. 
oo ee ee — 


ss WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
| WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


| FIRECLAYRETORTS 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 

CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas, 

j The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks , Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.—| 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Eaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 















































ny 















‘|WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
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SALE OF GAS ACT. 


MESSRS. CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-MET ER, 


Also Manufacture and Supply | 


TEST GAS-HOLDERS. 


And other Apparatus required by the Inspectors appointed in pursuance of the above Act. 
Application for particulars to be made to the Factory, 


CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 


CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 















































STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 

EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, ' 

Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S LROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &ce. 


** Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricur, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Price- Lasts ¢ ON APPLICATION. 
















JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


| Patent Wrought-Iron Tubes for Gas, Steam, Water, &c., &c.; Enamelled Tubing, and 


| Russell and Howell’s Homogeneous Tubes; and Agents for G. F. Muntz’s Solid Brass Tubes. 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 


|} CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 





CROWN TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE 
WAREHOUSE : 


81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, 
LONDON, S. 
Tae ORIGINAL Inventors, anp FIRST Manuracturers OF THE 








Glazed ditto. 






EVERY VARIETY OF FITTINGS. 


TRADE Gy MARK. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 












any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); | 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 







£2 






DD HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 











a 


Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. | 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. | 








London: Printed by Witt1am BovanTox Kine (at the office of Joseph Clayton, 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street); and published by him at No. 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, May 8, 1860. 



























